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great liavc been the trials aud misfortunes of a sorac- 
wbak maligned body of men— viz., the officers of 
the Bcngnl Army. 

To that army I have been a long time attached, 
nnd have studied not only the men under nie, but 
the languages and habits of the natives of India ; 
and for years past, I may say, I have seen the gather- 
ing of this cload. Quiet insubordination had 
long existed in the army, and I firmly believe 
a general dissatisfaction to us as rulers all over 
India. Tliis I have endeavoured to prove in this 
booh. 

Trom the Caubal campaign until the commence- 
ment of this awful outbreak, tbc Indian newspapers, 
and more tlian once, Indian officials, have sounded 
the note of warning; but it was - unheeded, and 
the English soldiers, our main support, greatly 
diminished. 

I have seen somewhat of life, and a good deal 
of service ; and thus was induced to write the book 
in an autobiographical form. It n'os composed 
partly whilst under a leal^ shed on picket duty, 
watching the arid plains of Eohilcuad, at that time 
given up to murder, pillage, and the wildest con. 
fusion; and it was finished on my return to 
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Etigliml, stcV and wounded, the result of on action 
vnth the mutineers. 

Tlie Doctor's Tales, I bt" to state, base never 
before appeared in print; they were composed as I 
went along j that which has its finale at Betbamporc, 
was founded oa fact. 

It has been stated by a frieniUy cntic, that I am 
not correct regarding mj tclnm ; bat I plainly state 
that I was not home until 1852 —the date of ^Ir. 
Cobden’s pamphltt. ^Vlth regard to the niinexation 
of Vego, the same wnkt makes out that I rttumed 
ml819. Xow Chilhanwallab was not fought until 
that year, and the prominent character in this ^Vo^L 
went twice away to the llilht, and remained some 
tune in India on medical certificate for the wound 
rtccired at Goojcral before coming home.*’ He is 
idso in error, he will permit me to say, as to his 
" Ddhi lixlra;” for the outbreak at llcerut was 
klegraplitd to Dclbi ; and as an officer who escaped 
after being fired at by the mutineers from 3Iecrut 
told me, the Delhi people iiad been expecting the 
mutmeeta all that day, and had no idea that they 
would he kiadly received by theu brctliren in the 
bllh K. 1 , who were sent to oppose Ihtar entrance 
* He lost Its arm at Goojerat 
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into tbo city The pre^s was achre all that «1 a 7/ 
and also the po^t 

I have tned to avoid giving offence to any man* 
and hope if my observations ns to the causes of tins 
rebellion are found to be correct, similar mistakes 
may be avoided for the future. I cannot tlunl*. 
tint Engbshmen, whclber in the army or cml ser- 
vice, ore liVely to gain tbe good will of the native 
mas'es under them by being ignorant of their Ian 
guage, proud and umpproscliable, nor that achnow 
lodging their Qods, supporting idolatry and ignoring 
Clmstianity, ate more lihcly to mahe us loved or 
rc«pcclcd 

It 11 by shewing a red inUrest lu the nelfaro of 
the country commiltcd to our charge, bv giMUg 
ftrn and tjKcdy justice, and by leaclitig consistent 
lives, that ttc may hop", lu tunc, beat to secure tlie 
confikiicc of the governed 


ROwriTcnAEt, 

Uj tun )a Jlc Ikogii Amy 
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“'■oojor. Ho ™ ““oining the rank 

horag been restored!^ “ ^ holf-Poy, peace 

sonreo of plLnrc 'lban*’Ttl *“ ‘“‘ho' “ 

'onlly married ,„,i , os bo bad re- 

roi , that after thirty, a 
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quiet, peaceful home, mth one to care about jo’ll 
13 preferable to hard fare, hard knocks, and amah 
thanks , 


Much of the Majorca boyhood had been 
in Jlonmoathahire, and though years had pa‘'*®‘| 
since he had visited the <»cenes of his youth, stul 
memory clung to them , and now that he had don® 
with soldiery and bad leisure to look round, 
determined on travelling into that country, and a®* 
certain if any estate, suitable to his taste and meaus^ 
was obtainable 


■Without much difficulty, on estate near the 
o^Chepatow nas fooiid, and after a short dclaj 
in Tcpamug, painting, and lawyers. Major TiUais 
settled hm«eU on it as propnetor 

The house nos one of those drhghtrul old ratoh' 
hog abodes, buiU m no pirlicular style— still pic- 
turesque looking, cool m summer, a»d wnrm in 
winter The front was ncnrly hidden m i\y, whilst 
the back was nearly as much concrnlcd by two 
magnificent yews, the tajwring hougtvs of which 
would sweep t!ie window {nnes All over the queer 
gabled doors and window s trade I a \inc, the grapes 
from which were famous thronghout tl c country for 
Ihcir quality Indeed, so good did the proprietor 
consider them, that in the season none other th»u 
thc( were put on tie table, a eirc«m«tanec not 
satnfactory to tU mistress, who^e 
what more rtCncd, and who, with tH J,cr loro (or 
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ilajor and Helens/* never could lie brouglit 
to believe they were olhertti^c than sour, and infenor 
to foreign 

The garden nas tastefully laid out, \nlh ever- 
greens and shnibbcrics , nnd the fen ncrca around 
■were well planted The whole of this little property 
was washed hy the beauteous "Wye, which almost 
tnciTclcd the estate, this, with the tnagnificcnt 
scenery around, made many enwous of the Mnjor^s 
po5«e*3ion , and to tell the truth tlic old gentleman 
freguently chuckled at the bargain he )iad made in 
Vcoming the owner of the St Helens estate 

Soon after be had puicha^cd the property, Major 
Pillars found himseU a father, my mother liaving 
pte^'entedhira with what the nurse was plea«cil to term, 
poor sicUy looking thing enough," but ns an 
uilervol of neatly ten years elapsed beforo the birth 
of another , the fond parents had sufilcicnt timo 
allowed them to devote tlieir attention to the rcar- 
'''S of the first bom, and to the curing of lus 
adtoents, of which he certainly had a plentiful 
*^Pply , hut as lus years increased, so he grew 
stronger, and was at the lime of my introduction 
de, a strong healthy boy enough, with a temper 
none the better for having been always yielded to, 

^ ^‘*positiou tyramucal and disagreeable 
ly mother meant well, but was by nature some- 
what indolent and never strong This lier eldest 
sou was shaTt)^enoii^ttt''Usfr»yrj.,'u«'LhfJcvsft^\*^jj, 
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eight, and my siatcra (ot whom more anon) liad 
readied respectively the years of six and seven, 
Ilcniy had become to dominccrnig as to have the 
whole house under hia control; and led aU, from 
master to man, a miscrahlc time of it. 

Jane was the name of the cUcst, Ella the younger, 
both ■Bcre pretty and good. The younger was, 
perhaps, rather my farountc, partly from her trust- 
ing much to me, and also from her finding no 
favour in the eyes of Henry, whereas Jane was 
more frequently honoured by his attentions, and 
would, as a return for such condcsccncion, try to 
excuse hu disagrceableoess. 

2Iy mother appeared to have exhausted bet caics 
and anxieties in the first ten years of Henry’s 
existence, as none of us younger ones came m for 
rnneh notice. We were left a good deal to the 
care of the servants, who were, fortunately for ns, 
good, and respectable, and well performed that duty 
which of Jill others should be to a mother the most 
sacred. 
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Om entenog tmVfast room onci morning soon 
aJter 1 liad attained fte ago of nine, I was snr- 
pn'ed to see my tiroUiet Henry dressed up in 
’Qaifotm , bnl to roy inqnmes, regarding the reason 
of those fine feathers, no reply was given — py 
brother, hy hia contemptuons look, giving me to 
nadwstand that it was impertinence my asking , and 
my mother being too much ahsotbed m contem- 
plating the handsome young man before her, to 
think of informing me. After a while my father 
entering, gave the desired in/onnatron , from which 
d gathered that Henry had been gazetted as an 
®i>sign in the 100th Begiment of Xoot, and tliat it 
bad hctix determined upon to send me as a day 
seholar to a school in Chepstow, kept by a peda- 
gogne named Ijewia, of whose character 1 had 
learned enoogh from some of his scholars — my cofn- 
pamons in rabbit shooting and bird's nesting — -to 
greatly dread and mentally bope, that if ever I 
shovdd be sent to school, it would not be to the one 
kept hy ilr. Xewis at Chepstow* 
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TTCwevcr satisfactory it miglit have been to bear of 
the approaching departore of Henry, «ti)l my joy 
was much subilued by the vinons of Lewis, as I 
felt an inward conviction that I should never please 
the man, always be pani*hed, and yet get no redress 
from those at home, as my father retained many of 
his old army ideas, thinking that bovs were all the 
better for thrashing, and that when well whipped in 
their infancy, they succeeded better in manhood 
The treatment was such in his youth, why should it 
not answer for his «on ? In his younger days, the 
ahUity and natural disposition of a child was quite a 
secondary consideration, the ‘argumentum ad bacc* 
lum,' was the best , and as it had turned ont well in 
his lostoncc, why should it fail now^ 

To attempt to offer any opposition to the arrange 
ment was f knew useless, and so I hstened on 
silence and found I was to walk from St Helens to 
school every morning, being there bynme, returning 
in the afternoon at five 

This arrangement was easHy fulfilled, as at home 
all were early risers — breakfast being over by eight, 
and the distance to school being barely two miles , 
however, I seldom was punctual and got puni«hed 
accordmgly 

On the day fixed for my going to school, I was 
taken there by my father, who, having some busi- 
ness to transact in the town, had ordered the carnage 
for the purpose, so the 'new boj' arrived somewhat 
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in slate at *The Schoiaslic EslaWwlimcBl/ 

XiCTM pompottsiy tctmed the ted bneV, dingy- 
looting, gtecn-blinded liousej occupied by himself 
and pupils. 

On oar arrival ve were nsbered into a dart, dis- 
mal looting apartment ; scantily furnished, smelling 
strongly of bad spirits and wor«c chec<e. It was so 
cold and uncomfortable m Us appearance, as to for- 
cibly remind me of the family dentist's operating 
room , and I felt the same creeping coldness come 
over me that I only knew when ctulI fate, or a stem 
parent had determined that I was to part with a 
gnndet. All that was wanting to complete the 
siBiiUtttde was an uneasy chair, a ca«c of in«truiDCnt8 
and a bason with a hole in the bottom of it. 

After a few moments, parsed by the Mayot in 
whistling, myseU in cogitating, wc were made aware 
oIMr Lewis having entered byaharsh grating loice, 
good day.” Then with a smile and Tub- 
bing his large raw knuckles,, he bowed to my father 
and advanced towards iny«elf. I met the cold, red 
hngers held out for me to shake, and felt I had 
passed under the domioion of licwis. A few general 
matters were talked about between him and the 
Major, in the middle of which I was directed m 
oily tones, '^to mn to the school-room and there 
see my future companions ” 

I requited no further telling, and following the 
dirty-faced maid. Ibat answered the bell, was imme- 
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dialcl; among mj ‘future companions’ and intro- 
duced to the head master 

JIj companions were like oil other hoys, brought 
up at 0 school ruled in a similar manner to I he 
Scholastic Ustobhshmcnt Tliat js, they were well 
conducted so long as under tbo roaster's eye, hot 
when away from obscrration, they gave way to every 
evil passion , shewing how lU their training was, and 
bow rotten Ibo system of education that could appeal 
only to lifts fears Lewis ruled by fear alone, for 
everything— want of Jtoowledge, breaking bounds, 
stealing or lying, the whip was the remedy , so 
that a hoy before telling him a he, or committing 
an offence, merely considered the result of being 
found out , and having made up his mind to run the 
risk, stuck at nothiag— and thus the hoys of (he 
Scholastic Estabbshment were not idudIi approved of 
by the neighbourhood generally , but were consi- 
dered decided nuisances, more particularly by those 
owning gardens or ordisrds , and were treated as such 
whenever one of them was unlucky enough to fall 
into the hands of these Philistines, who, takin'» the 
law into their own hands, seldom let them escape 
until they had “ tanned the hide for 'em,' as they 
termed thrashing a boy soundly. 



• cnAPTER ni. 

Me Sin-rn though termed heid-misler, was the 
on y one. On him devolved every duty ; add though 
J many ot the hoys considered in tlie light of a 
apj. yet have I kiioivn him conceal things from 
t-ws nsling consequences merely to save a boy 

noU,,^"'? 

tahm •>' miserably poor, and 

*ng advantage of this was by Lems miserably 

eco^onfv*lT 5 n and through 

ahaC grmdingkmd, alloneit a few 

Mow^ew '''P^'^ont “n him Poor 

days ’ a„r* '‘“PP'"’ fa' tetter 

the bov, ^1'°“"’' “ ^ teard tell, through 

halfSmsheVTent" with him, ot 

secret he ''“*'"ees and familiar names , bat his 

Xpove r" “■= '"“pp"‘ ”p 

to do his duu or«rf, h‘N^T' 
and coatraefrJ 1, i ^ ^ lieighteued colour 

d hand shew how much he felt the 
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dntcW amotig tnj 'future comi«mons' tind iniro* 
daced to llic bml mailer 

My cotnjnmons were like all other boys, brought 
up nt a school ruled m a similar manner to 'Jhc 
Scholastic ralabhshmcnl Tliat is, they were ifell 
coniluctcil 60 long as under the master's eye, but 
when away from ob'crtation, the) gave way to crcry 
evil passion , shewing how lU their training was, juid 
how rotten the system of ctlueation that couM appeal 
only to tho fears Lewis ruled by fear alone , for 
everything— want of knowledge, breaking bounds, 
stealing or lying, (he whip was the remedy , so 
that a boy before telling liim a be, or comouttJng 
an olTcncc, merely considered the rcsolt of being 
found out , and having made up his mmd to run the 
nsV, stuck at nothiag— and thus the Iwys of the 
Scholastic Establishment were not much opproicd of 
by the neighbourhood generally , but were consi- 
dered decided nuisance*, more particularly by those 
owning gardens or orchards, and were treated as s«ch 
whenever one of them was unlucky enongh to fall 
into the hands of these Pliilistmes, who, takin^ the 
law into their own hands, eeldotn let them escipo 
until they had " tanned the hide foe 'em," as they 
termed thrashing a boy soundly 
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loot at 1)13 oppressor as Lewis strocie towards him, 
^ t e next moment the fat hoy was dragged from 
transferred acro ’53 the desk upon which 
c a practiced the carver's art. In this poMtion 
e received about a dozen lashes with a nding whip, 
portion of the human form Divine, 
hich 13 supposed to be W injured by, but most 
pa e of undergoing so dwagreeahle an infliction. 

®”oy and promi'ses never ogam to 
e 1 e were not noticed, or did his symptoms of 
p^m apparently affed the looters on, oho, no doubt, 
wre too much accustomed to such sights, to give 
m mote than enmmou notice. On me it acted 
auai^?!,’ kept me from protesting 

?nri, severe I 

the n,„T"i’ ‘‘"’dim imlhingm agony on 

tyrant a “ 

thenLri*^"’ ^ '"“‘■''‘P to 

and resigned my. 

brohen m,l T ^^®“ve of some minutes duration, 
to me d, ^ '? "’H Lewis commg up 

>■■ 01 , ““°^'^ ™J name. 

__ Vdlars," 1 

namem^aff'” “'"stian 

“r ‘Sif when T ‘ a”? fellow, just 

'nssedonlftf" ^ “Mress me. Do you hear?" 
»S bis whip across’ to kp.'""' 5“™”' ““Meenei- 
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taunts and insults of the vul^ir i 

nsler h. W.S fcreoJ ® 


—^wBcrve 

previ“uifyTJo*i%enUo"w'‘T ^ 

seated With th^m ^ and was «ooa 

holding a half hu^i^ initial carved form, 

ch.es/dev“wto^ 

of for to ,„0.= the^oras 

of gettiiiff a hnr f " will be so proud 

ond I felt a sort ^ ca«e , 

k»a determmed on n'v'^ “‘“foolion that fotloce 
aormng ^ nding instead of walking that 

!vete <«tudv ^QP ? general relaxation from 


wrete ^udv op J “ ? general 
severe study Thp u\ appearance of 

appearance of Sir Sinith"'^ 
hoy to put aside ink slainJ?’ ^ 
themselves to the more it hook«, and betake 

shooter, and pop gun 

and each young sinner loohL ^ hushed, 
attention and innocence of studious 

to be the entry of Leirw * ^ discovered 

glancing round the room faded''n°? . ’“''’‘'•f 

fat boj, 10 a most hapw »t,“„f “ 

"can an to the new arnval m the 

‘“■““““thedeekhero^t^-;/™”! 
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DO at hia oppressor as Lewis strode towards him, 
0 the next moment the fat boy was dragged from 
IS seat and transferred across the desh upon which 
“0 had practised the carver’s art. In tins position 
e received about a dozen lashes with a nding whip, 
across that portion of the human form Diiinc 
'ihich is supposed to be least injured by, hut most 
rapaWe of undergoing so disagreeable an infliction. 

'*.i,'°iT P™"”'” uc'cv again to 

00 the hie were not noticed, or did his symptoms of 
pain apparently affect the loolers on, who, no doubt, 
are too much acenstomed to such sights, to give 
em more than common notice. On me it acted 

am!r^ protesting 

against the croelty that would inflict so severe a 

the “aviclim wntlungin agony on 

itaST o'" '’'T'”"- With" uch a 

tte DTpfl ^ f inutibty of trusting to 

"=’Sned my- 

Aftpp 2 “5 much as any of the others. 

^roTjen oni v* minutes duration, 

me, demaaLd myt^f “J- 

,'^J'at8,” I rephed. 

nameis^hiu'; ‘‘'=- 

say *Sir* wi Iwten, young fellow, just 

hilsed ontfe'lr “• 

mg In, whip aerosa’C;^ 
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So soon, thought I, has my turn come ; hut instead 
of the whip, I was agreeably surprised by his repeat- 
ing the question, adding " Is it Tom, 'William, or 
what ?” 

“ Philip, Sir,’* I answered most meelly, 
“liumpli,” grunted he, and retired towards his 
den, as his desL was familiarly called, and from 
this position contented himself with glaring at his 
pupils until the time came for then dismissali 
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CEA.PTER IV. 

Tntjs passed my first day at scliool, and the 
^hole •week went away iii much the same maunet ; 
never a day passing without three or four heavy 
floggings, many tears, and fnghtful exhibitions of 
temper. Before ten days had passed from my 
introduction, 1 had been caned, and before three 
weeks, was as cunning and as viaous as any boy in 
the Scholastic Establishment. 

frequently on fine days, on leaving St. Helens, 
instead of going to school, I would play truant, and 
pass my days more p\ea«anUy, irod perhaps as pxo- 
filahly in the woods about Wind Chff, or Tmtem 
Ahhcy, or under some magnificent pine tree recline 
and watch the vessels down the British Channel far 
away into the distant sea. To any questions put me 
next day liy Bdly as to the cau®D of loy absence, 
my invonahle reply was, that my father had given 
me an holiday on account of the amvaL of an. uncle 
or an aunt, acccrtding as tlie thought first struck me, 
whether the relation should he male or female. 
Another never fading source of delight to me was 
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Gslnn" , and having ascertained lli-it in a small pond 
belonging to I/eiris, there were a good number of 
eels lept for hia oini especial use, I resolved to share 
the spoil 

At the time of the discovery of these cels, I had 
no hooks nearer than home, hot having noticed two 
complete line*, hanging up m Billy’s den, I con- 
ceived they would answer my purpose perfectly well , 
80 helping myself to them, placed the whole, pro- 
perly baited, in the pond before leaving for home, 
intending to seente any eels next morning before 
school nowever, next day I played trnant, thus 
leaping any eels that might hare been cavght io 
wnggle on the hooks until the following day 

Next day I was rewarded with two large eels, who 
as IS the usual custom of the tribe, wnggled them- 
selves round the hues onld there was no pos^ihiUty 
of untwisting them, or extracting the hooks from 
then months In ibis dilemma the school bell rang, 
and not wislpug to be late, I placed the eej«, haee, 
and all in my jacket po(d..et, buttoning the said 
jacket up to the throat, m the hopes of keeping the 
slimy creatures concealed, until I could find an 
opportunity of transfernng them to my desk , bpt 
all the«e hopes were frustrated by the following 
events 

On entenng the school room, I was sanimoned by 
Bdly to come to his den, m that short gratin'^ roice, 
which he always adopted preparatory to thr^hing a 
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>“3. On rciching that most disliVcd portion of tho 
SC lOo -room, I was requested to give some reason for 
a ®cncc from school on the previous dar. 

In reply, I staled “That, with inj father, I had 
gone to sec the llonounblc Mr. Upton, who had an 
estate near,” 

fatw'’’ 'I'f'-” ^'"y> “r™ “"■> 

V ■ ‘l™ 'tllh llnjor Vllhra." 

that.””' ' after 

3°“ “'■'>> Billy. 

Mtvmj?*’” ''"y hot and 

"Then, Sir," hissed ont Lewis, "I am nnile snre 

and ir •'>™ -“hed where jou mre 

Anlhing^oat o‘f ‘ ”'"™‘ J^^eltof 

I Bofa ’l!ol5“ ^ ““ “nd so 

I thmght^,;” "“holiday, no doubt, 

was so took Ibo ? ' h'* 

“ashl yon So . ""’’’'r * 0 '^'“'°’ 1’’’“ 

ont the fellow '‘"f-'*- J"" >>e“r?" roared 

Oh, Sir, 1 repealed 
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empW.c»llj tta ever, lea„„B me m M 
Tamct ot aouM as to Mm, ultimate fate would 
te But toTV to obey the order was what puzzled 
me for if I stripped, taking off the jacket, then the 
eels were sure to escape, and the result would be a 
greater hiding than ever for stealing them, and if I 
did not, then to he half murdered for disobedience^ 
In this dilemma, I was again roared to “ to stnp,” 
and began slowly to unbutton the bottom button of 
the jacket This not being done quick enough, the 
tyrant sprung from bis den, and placing his hand 
beC^een my body and the buttoned jacket, tore the 
' -nhole affair open, exposing to view the contents of 

the nocket, the eels having been displaced by such 

Musli tmtment fell on the fioor, wt>Bgl.ug and 
wnlluuK lor a momeul, Ihcr coutorlions withdrew 
Bju-e attention from mjselt, and he then oh-eired, 
that the Imea and hooha to which they were attached 
were his own properly, i moment’s -.knee and 
then a funous question, as to where I obtained the 

hnes ? , , n 

« Trom the desk,” I replied/ 

“ And the eels, whence are*they ?” 

“ If you please. Sir — ” I began 
t, lies,” he interrupted “ They are mine also, 
out of my pond, eh? Then -won’t I give it you— 
come off with your jacket, and you shall have a 
greater thrashing than ever you had in your life, 
thus saying, he went at me, and fuUj acted np to his 
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promise, for I was eorc for a wect aftcnrards, anci 
-awge with Inta for more, folly resolnng m m\ own 
'"■Id. to do every possible injatj I could to him for 
toe future. 

At home I received no comfort, but ratlicr the 
»n rarj ; the idco of my being caught out and 
‘urasneil, appearing rather to alTord a subject of 
umusement to my father than othervri.e. 

Tiro years passed thus. I learnt nothing, and 
as ,0 frequcnlly beaten as to care nothing for it, or 

ene,!,? “ >n fa; my best 

I f to annoying Lems, and I oirn 

1 ^a, to erably sueee.sful. Prequentl; he -aid aloud, 
he wished ray father would take me away but my 

them t"Vi^ """ for 

«h a w ^ ™ 

future ra^ 7 ‘hat for tlie 

aarae to^J " Estabhshracut. Thus all this 
perfectly m,|V Tv "“s 

- Wllfe^ 

some truTiTin m class when a boy passed me 

mending me aT’th®'’*'^ traled up in paper, recom- 
fire and have a blo^° *“7 7' 
mg, as was his'^'eri"’’ f ^ 
coat tails draw as°t "i™ ‘ 7 

■nr,il,„„t f'eanns us read. 

Tot.. r. ° “‘™e"fa hesitation, the small packet 
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was to««cd luto the flame, and t!ie next inslant Tvith 
a loud report tUc poudes exploded, filling the room 
■with soot, dost, cinders, and mortar In tins Billy 
■was lost to view, and as I hoped, used up for ever, 
but ere long, the dreaded voice was heard demanding 
the offender, and out of the du't and confu'siOD, 
emerged my horror, looking more frightful than ever, 
the smuts on his hands and face adding to lus 
demoniacal expression 

"■Who did it?” he roared ” Tell me, or I mil 
beat every one of you till you do ” 

The threat ■was too much for the timid, and a 
■mall boy squeaked out— “Please, Sir, it was Vil 
lar*” 

Theie was no use in denying it, too many had 
seen me do it, moreover Billy was fully aware that 
none other but mj<elf would dare the deed , and so 
I was dreadfully beaten, «o severe indeed as to 
seriously injure my health for a long time afterwards, 
and turned out with a note addressed to my father, 
requesting be would not «end me there for the 
future 

The wording of the note evidently annoyed, the 
old gentleman a good deal, as on perusing it, he 
swore pretty strongly at Lewis, ivUich heanng, I 
thought it a good opportunity to mention how 
cruelly I had been beaten, but on bemg told, “That 
had not Lewis beaten me, he would, and that Lewis 
had behaved ver^ well” I retreated to my bed 
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toom, being too ill to keep up longer. Here I 
tcmined for many days; inflammation and fever 
'Citing in during the nigbt. 

Hy being really ill bad the effect of raising the 
Mger of the Jlajor against Lewis, so that the bill 
pa w icb the damaged mantle-piece was claarged 
pmty highly for) was paid by a personal visit; and 
c tic tjoja, the I^agogiie was told that 

He pnm.hnient exceeded the olfence, and that Ins eon- 
nct towards me and his other pop, Is, was that of a 
'“”"'>icl— adding, ns he 

listener " “‘""I'li'il 

asn„ ! ^ "“I “"“Sistratc, I would give yon 

Mund culling you dirty coward,” tims sayTng, the 

“XSme Md 
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room, or scraps of military lustonca culled from 
fashionable novels; but my father should have 
nowD better, having been him*clf in the army, 
V? enough to know, that cursing, gim- 

10^°* foolish talk are the cvception, not the 


Mote than once, lately, I had noticed my father to 
e css c leerful than formerly, and a shade to come 
oorojshlahroit, more particularly when Henry came 
ome lor the causes, I had tried in vam to dis- 
jw, attnhuting them to my conduct at achool, 
kl,! oicrything and anything but the 

mf V'T’ ''"S**’- I ■li'ooTcrcd to ho in 

tool 1 convcraation which 

am,1.Fi ' f?" tliat intcreating in 

wiaual and hia parent 

5001^!''.®°''''"°'” “’’'“I’'’)' Homy, -do 

M ZT '>""‘“"=‘1 “"J fifty, or not, 

“ 'me lanp and It must be paid?" 

to his'™ ff-'^latcd, "That without injury 
tte dehls ,0^'t^ ‘ 1 "'“ “Bmd to pay 

fie had do ‘’'■'''*"=’'“5 0010 the third tune 

within the”n T B“««ed, and twice 

made him ft months, that the allowance he 

eicnttonaehiF"''""^"^''^'”''’ ™ “'"P’f “"fi*' 

more than m comfort, and, probably, much 

nav na other officers received beyond their 

thereby encouraging him in gam- 
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bling, and trying to lire np to men whose means 
were infinitely more than Ins own.” 

"Very well,” coolly on.werej my brother. 
“Xon obserre I would not interrupt you throughout 
nil that long tirade, but let you liare your say. 
Now listen to mej it yon do not let me hare the 
money I must sc-lh thal^s all." 

lira threat of selling appeared to hare the desired 
elTeet, as, soon after the money was given, on the 
understanding that he was not to gamble, or owe 
money for the future. 

The Christmas holidays over, I found myself, one 
bitter cold morning, on the outside of the Beaufort 
Mail, on tny road 'to Chester. 

The extreme cold was a sufficient reason for the 
paucity of passengers, there being, indeed, none out- 
side ; the coachman and guard being my sole com- 
panions. These I treafed liberally to drink at some 
of the inns on the road, thinking that in doing so I 
was receiving a high privilege, aud building up a 
small fame for myself as some one beyond common. 
The time until we reached Shrewsbury was passed 
pleasantly enough with my coachman companion, 
whose anecdotes, though entirely connected with 
himself and horses, were new to me, and as such, 
gave satisfaction. The guard was less pleasant, 
having taken too many glasses of brandy and water, 
which had the effect of making him contradictory 
and pugnacious. 
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At ShrcT«bury stopped to dinner, and picked 
np some pa9«engers, among others, two bo^s re- 
tnmmg to «chool at Chester, which, in the cour«e of 
conversation with them, 1 discovered to he the «amc 
to which I going An immediate fncndsliip cn 
8ncd, and ere the coach stopped at tlic «chool con 
dacted by the Hevcrcnd J Cunningham, we had 
talked over all our past lives, and I liad eaten "o 
much tofTee, the parting gift of my mother*# h(Iy*a 
maid, as to feel very sick and uncomfortable 
My reception by the I’nncipal was most kind, and 
finduig that an acquaintance had been formed with 
the two boys picked up at Shrewsbury, I was per 
nutted to occupy the same room a* they did Tea 
vas soon aCtcc ready, everything at tliat meal being 
good and clean, but as I was cold and eick, brandy 
and water hot was my portion The meal ended 
and the cloth removed, tl cn nil a'sembled, boys, ser- 
vants, and the family, for a pTijcr befoto parting , 
and thus concluded the introduction of myself to 
the new school 

Tears have rolled by since this time, yet the kind 
way in which 1 -was received, with the daily in 
creasing kindness shown from the first entrance until 
the day of leaving have cau’=ed almost every event to 
be still vmd m my memory Mr Cunningham was 
so entirely different from, anything I had expected, 
or had previously heard of His gentle, yet deter 
mined manner, contrasted strongly against the over 
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Jjcsnns ncd tjmnnicsl mcllicd cf Icsching pursncd 
by Loc,s. Mr. Cunningbam ,rM„„ resorlej lo 
corpor.,1 but .beu such u-a, dcfcrmined 

on ,t us, .arera, and the receiver generally fell bo 
bad deserved folly ns mucb as be received ^ 

I now resolved lo uork bard, and, „ result 
received pmes, live of ubieh, to rey falber’s' S 

Ssu'u::t 

fablup-stealiog frui, aud brlbl'/Zu'I'" 
eoulra boon, more,,- ,„d s„eh,^eireel„oi;v urr 

’^'°SchodV'‘!i"® Conduct." 

School.hoj days were passed ns most scbool.boys 
get through such things ; but, perhaps, on m; pS, 
more pleasantly than is usual, and on attaining my 
seventeenth year, they were eoncluded by my being 
withdrawn, and told that certain arrangements had 
been made for my future welfare, to which I was ez- 
pected to consent. 



TUF irUTIMES IN OUDII. 


CnATTER VI. 

I vTiSsurpru-Mh, mj father infonmng ne, that 
he had been sneeeasM, thtnugU the .nlereat of 
^tael Dav.,, m ebtammg aeadeUlup for me, and 
I eras saluacd mth tlio esttlions he had 
™ae in finding aome proTOion for my future rrcl- 

Nenr, raueh aa I valued the lindnoa at the good 
wicra"nd^'^ ^ eeuld not help shewing, both m my 

m L n, r '’■’“ppnnded I wi 

W the profession ehosen In the first riaee, I had 

noh'?'° ^ °° n* '’•"ch country I know 

pntchMed f 1 'll"”’ P'h'ne'ion could be 

-■ne Z ' , '^Petaetion was not a 

elwajrnndeLo l“ r^TT *“ ^ 

and Laid allot i ‘n° 6“™”“'’ “d'. 

heenpurehasedat!],, T'“° '">'1 

but a few days back ^ 

AU this and more I told the old man, adding that 
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" if not allowed to enter the Queen’s army, then I 
would study for one of the learned professions.” 
But each proposition of mine received a decided 
negative, until, at length, tired with ray objections, 
my lather answered that, “ However anxious be 
might be to forward my wishes, yet he had not the 
means, and that after paying the allowance to Henry, 
house expenses, &c., &c., there was nothing over. 
That noy the expenses would be greater, as masters 
roust ho engaged for my sisters ; and lljat if I • did 
not take this, there was nothing else for me ; more- 
over, he added, my object in getting you into the 
Company’s service, is to enable you to live on your 
pay, which, T am assured, is amply sufBcient for 
every want, and will even provide you wilUluxuries,” 
How often in after years did I think over this 
speech, when far away and unable, from absolute 
poverty, to allow myself comforts much morelaxnries. 
The pay so much talked about, I found barely 
sufficient in many stations to cover expenses. Indeed, 
in some of the larger and more expensive canton- 
ments, I fonnd it impossible to make all ends 
meet; for, however economical a man may be, he 
will find that court martial duty, (which entails 
buggy hire), step purchasing, and station duty, will 
Cause his monthly stipend to reach to about two 
thirds of his monthly -expenses. 

However, to return to the story, no argument 
that I could adduce, served to alter my father’s 



TiiE MtmNiES rs ocDir. 


27 


fittcTOiuatioTi , or could 1 tnaVc Inm «ce lio^ 
iaiily he was hehaMU^ by giving so large an income 
to one son, and none to the other Ilis reply was, 
"That Henry was not only in the Queen’s scnice, 
hut in an e^pcu'iive rtgimcnt , and that this allow- 
ance had been promised to him long ago, and before 
there was esen a thought of providing for younger 
children " 

Tlius was I to go to an unheallhy cUrajitc, thou- 
'ands of miles away from all one holds detr, to a 
country where luxunes are neccs«arie^, and to live on 
®y P^y» simply to prerent the fir«t born being de- 
prived of the means of gralifying any one of hts 
expensive tastes The whole thing was plain enough 
In assisting me, the eldest and favourite son would 
be a sufferer , and in sending me to such a distance, 
niy wants would only reach them by letter, whilst 
those of the brother could be disagreeably forced on 
then attention by a visit m per on, or by a senes of 
coaxing and threats, all of which plans had been 
resorted to with unvaried succe's, ever since he had 
entered the army 

I Was given the night to think over it, and 
kno\nng there was not the slightest probability of 
any change coming over my father's mind, resolvfed 
to change mine , so ere my eyes closed in *>leep, had 
fully determined on accepting the appointment, 
trusting to leek, and a kind hearted parent for any 
fatnre advantage Uext day it was arraQgcl that I 
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was to go to town and there live with a private 
tutor for SIX months — sludjiiig fortification, drawing, 
and Hindostani , a knowledge of which language, to 
use the oft told he, “ was sure to lend to an appoint- 
ment " There was also some mention of my being 
young and thoughtless, (this latter word meant soft) , 
and being such, I was recommended to be careful 
and shun vice 

Before my ais months m London expired, X 
certainly was no longer thoughtless, or rather soft, 
as having been left a good deal to myself and not ill 
provided with money, I learnt something of life, hat 
little of anything else Onenlal literature was not 
much attended to , indeed the knowledge of it never 
progressed beyond the alphabet, which point I 
attained before the first week of «tudy had passed 
Quickly the lime slipped away The professor 
pocketted his goineas, and the tutor his salary, 
both informing me, that when older I might he 
more vnehued foe study, and, perhap**, become day a 
distinguished officer Tlie professor adding, that 
“ I was to bear in memory that until I passed, no 
appointment could be given to me, but doing so, 
was a certain step to advancement * 

Of course this I found, as every man has done— 
who without interest, has trusted to P or P C 
being placed after his name 

The few months that I remained at home after 
this, were devoted to huevells and preparing outfits 
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Gtealet part o{ which was made af home , (a t)nng 
by the bye I Mas tlnnkfal for aftcnrard^ as they 
proved much better nrticHes in every way than tho^c 
provided by outfitters for my brother cadets). 
Henry obtaining a short leave of ab«encc, came over 
to “ay good bye , but his manner, which to me had 
been formerly reserved and overbearing, now ap- 
peared contemptuous , indeed, he seldom addressed 
me except to sneer at the service 1 had chosen , and 
altogether made himself so disagreeable by his sneers 
and personal remaths, as to render the fen remain 
mg davs spent at home anything but pleasant 
Just the day before 1 left, his lca\c expired , and as 
ho was mounting his dog cart, I shook him warmly 
hy the hand, saying ** good bye " 

"Goodbye,” ho col My replied, “good bye I 
regret the position you wiU now occupy ” 

“ IVliy— -Lon do you mean ? What position V’ I 
augnly asked 

“ Only,” he sneered, *'that of a Company's officer 
We don’t think much of them ” 

This annoyed me, so I told him in no measnied 
terms, that “such was not the general opinion, but 
that ot petty mind'^, and paltry disposition^ such as 
were possessed by bim«elf and companions That m 
point of birth, the officers in the Company’s service 
were, on an average, as good os their brethren m the 
Queen’s, and that th^ were certainly not behind 
them in gallantry, education, or m those essentials 
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jvhicli constitute the genllcman. As to their po«ition 
in society, that n-as the same, (giving as instances 
two Indians of our acquaintance) ; and that our only 
bcin" allowed rank by courtesy m England, arose 
from a petty feeling of jealousy, mucli aUn to that 
now displayed by him«elf." 

" You seem well up in your part/’ sneered my 
brother. 

"I am,” I replied. ** Colonel Davis has often 
spoken on. the subject to me, and often has he 
regretted that the jealousy of the Horse Guards could 
allow any whippet snapper of a boy, who, perhaps, 
for the fir«t time m his life pots on uniform, to 
dispute bis right to army rank, and m reality be 
only plain Mr. Davi«, although he has lost on arm in 
fighting for her Majesty at Bhuitpore. Please 
heaven,” I added as he drove away, ” thu state of 
thmgs may not go on for ever ; good hye.” 

A restless night was passed by myself, and I 
expect by all at hom^ as we were to part on the 
morrow, which broke at last, the ram pouring m 
torrents. “ Pit day,” I thought, " to take leave. In. 
good keeping wifh the sobbing hearts in doors.” 

Tins was done at last; though not without many 
tears on all sides. Jly sisters clinging round me 
even to the carnage door, which was to convey me to 
the station. Then came the farce of passing at the 
India Hou^e; (I am speaking of twelve years ago, 
when a man frequently signed his name, hearing 
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tH&t of SsrectOT spoVcn iQ & reverent rvlusper by 
the officialmg derV , Iben Ibe cadet bad to form one 
of two dozen, all of wbom were expected to stand at 
a table, bold a bible, and it at tbe same time , 
tbe performance winding up u ith bis receiving a bit of 
dirty parchment, a bit of advice, tnd permi'^sion to 
lay out capital m three great Hmdostam bools, 
weighing about halt a hundred weight, as these 
"would bo the means of enabling yon to pass and 
obtain that certain appotnlmeni " 

How often afterwards did I wish those boohs at 
the bottom of the sea , mote particularly in paying 
for extra weight in crossing the Desert However, I 
mast not abu«e them, for they were admirable works 
and were useful at last 
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CHAPTEU Vll. 

« 

My passage to Cnlcolta naa taken in the " Iloogh- 
ly/’ one of tlio^e splcudid \esscls belonging to the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company; and thus in the 
mouth of September 1815, I found myself one of a 
party of one handred and fifty person*, on board 
that vessel, being earned rapidly under steam and 
sail towards the dreaded Pay of Piscay Tlie bay 
was of course rough, aod as my experience of the 
sea was confined to the Bristol Channel near Chep< 
stow, my sensations can be easier imagined than 
described, suffice it to say, I was frightfully sick 
The only comfort I could find under the circumstance 
being, that most of the others were so too — the 
exceptions were a few strong-looking old hands, 
who, walking about with theic hands m their coat 
pocket*, made a point of infonnmg everybody that 
was sick, "that th^ never weie «d,'” -which was 
true enough, for they eat more dinner, drank more 
brandy and water, aod smoked more cigars, de- 
claring they "felt quite jolly," and that the sea 
gave them a " wonderful appetite " • - 
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It ivas accidcaiy hot and stuff} down below, the 
csbms being verj small and very dark, with a 
pecidiar smell, m wlueh .t was d.ffieult to decide 
«elher oekroaeb ot stale cheese preponderated, 
in each cabin were fmed four berths, and in each 
f tliese was seen a haggard-lookiug object, sick, 
sSnc’lf' ““t Inve an end, even sea 

sen!. 'r ^ ‘'"= '“■'I Pns- 

Of ladies, we had rather a goodly number, of all 

rt, I? “"•> s«teeu, 

° "" '>>arma bad set for ever. Ifanv were 

fn^ptoar*’*'' '"”‘‘“8. >>“tthe two, who 

ot amusement to us ^"®^ ™ “ tond 

‘Im old aunt more thah i ''““8 

told us, mavrj , “ ' '"bo laughingly 

their falling m l„7e ° 

suballem, but their alT^! “ 

, . their affectrorm were to he Used on 
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nothing under a hookah smoking judge, or a tooth* 
less general 

3rany of the other young gtrls ircro watched 
pretty closely by Ihcir Tanous mammas and chaperon*, 
still wo cadets managed to have small flirtations, 
and before the \oyogc was ended some of us felt 
that our hearts were no longer our oim. As to 
proposing there was iTone of it, for the idea of 
a cadet marrying was too preposterous for such 
a merry set as were there, and the remaining gentle- 
men were chiefly married men, or determined old 
bachelors— neither of whom could be caught. 

Indeed, the only uumamed men, were a major 
and a captain, both disagreeable and decidedly 
plain Tlio first did htlle el«e than dictate, growl, 
and grumble , whilst the •ecend " preferred hia ngar 
to all the girls in Clinstendom," as he politely in- 
formed a fond mother, who asked his opinion re 
garding the personal attracbons of “ those two girls, 
whom they arc pleased to call belles ” 

These two males being of such decidedly ob- 
jectionable matenals, were left by all the mothers 
and chaperons entirely to themselves, so the one 
growled on, and the other smoked on, without 
notice or mterrnplion 

The stay at Gibraltar was short, sufficient for us 
to enjoy the delicious muscatel grape and to get 
smothered in coal dust, then on, skirting the Spanish 
coast, close enough to see each passing sc ne on 
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s^oie, many of -nUich called Gil Bias to mind 
Here could be seen a group of peasants dres«C(l 
111 the picturesque costnme of the country, lazily 
lounging under large shady trees— whilst further 
®ii might be seen the pnest mounted on a mule, 
oiling up the «teep mountain path, his dark 
features nearly hidden under the large brimmed 
2 T^us passed the day, one seemed never 
weary of being on deck, and watching the shores 
and islands on this beautiful sea, all appeared an 
men^c, heautifnl blue, from sea to sky, and the air 
irwU and invigoraUng It was, indeed, lovely, and 
all enjojed the scene, even the grumbling maior 
owned with a half suppressed growl, "that it wasn't 
80 uau ’* 


Hoi white looUog Malta was reached, and as 
« had eynterpencnce at Gibraltar, fen remained 
all 1 I? oP'r-'hon of coaling— of course 

seen *“ ‘'■'= ’'“''onr, was 

.nr,™“ “■'peat source of amusement was watch- 
or to-'eth*''^ loohing people, placed siugly 

on bcinf» rni i,* convicts, but 

by the » iUscovered they were pas-^engers 

bLtsusp sre7r -d 

men tTsuch aW^” 

osuiUiUes and annoyances, when a 
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clean bill o£ health is teqmred before they can leave 
the ship Indeed, to such m extent vras it earned, 
as to cause any person touched by an Alexandrian, 
to be shut up for some da)9 m the Lazaretto, and 
there kept at the expense of the toucher This 
kame Lazaretto, is not the place, in my opinion, 
likely to deanse one, for when I saw it, tlie look 
•was sufficiently dirty to Sreed any amount of plagues 
of itself, without sending all the way to Egypt for 
them 

Sufficient mittens being purchased to send to 
fnends at home, and coaling over, once more we 
were ploughing the waves towards our destmation, 
an addition to our party being made by the amval 
on board of two .or three foreigners, with very 
dirty hnen and a good deal of Iiair about their 
faces They were entering the service of the Pacha, 
which ‘■emce by the bye, appears a kind of haven 
for all the destitute foreigners in existence 

Notwithstanding eveiy precaution, the coal dust had 
manaf^ed to find its way into all the cabins, greatly 
to the annoyance of everybody , but to none more 
so than to the belles' aunt, or to call her by her 
name Mrs Dalby, whose ire was greatly kindled 
on perceiving the fnglilfol me's the bedding end 
furniture, was in Iloweier, mstead of reporting to 
the same means as adopted by others, Mrs Dalby 
determined on complaining to the captain, requestiDo, 
at the same time, that he would get the coal dust 
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itTDoveS Tins llie «<Vipper, mth a snnlc, pronn«ed 
to do, so soon as tlic vessel should be further out 
to sea 

This amiability on the part of Captain Scobell so 
pleased the old ladji that she was induced to 
Captain Scobell if he would oblige her by speaking a 
few sNords to «!ome of the young gentlemen^ whose 
conduct both to herself and nieces was not such as 
she approved of 

“"What do you complain of, Mrs Dalby?” 
“Impertinence, Sir, several of the cadets laugh 
at me, and are too fond of paying attention to my 
nieces ” 

"Perhaps,” replied the Captain, “the Miss Mal- 
travers may not agree with you, Jiut I advise you to 
apeak to them yourself, and there is no doubt you 
Will obtain your wishes ** 

“ Sir,” she answered, and swept majestically across 
the deck 

This conversation had been overheard by almost 
all the passengers, and was the source of amusement 
to many , the only ones who appeared ignorant of its 
occurrence, being the Mi«s Maltravers, who were 
sitting on deck, 8urE0^nnded»by*thetu«ual na^et..«f 
young men, Ihcir attention dmded,, between hsteniiig 
to the soft strains of « Love Not,^’ ’os played by the 
steamer’s band, and the soft nothings whispered by 
those around ^a^dcnly this harmony was in- 
terrupted by the harsh tones of Mrs Dalby’s voice, 
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calling ber eldest niece, Annie, to come down belo^* 
This order not being obeyed on the instant, led to aii 
outbreak of temper on Mrs. Dalbj's part, which, 
though amusing to lookers on, was very painful to 
the girl addressed. 

“Annie — Annie,” repeated Ifrs. Dalby, “come 
here you minxj don’t you hear me calling? come 
here this instant, and do not let me see you any 
more flirting with those boys.” 

This last word said in a most contemptuous 
manner, and with a withering look, evidently 
intended for the special benefit of the cadets. Thus 
saying, Mrs. Dalby disappeared in the regions below, 
followed by her blushing niece, whose beauty was 
heightened by the increased colour, as her cheek 
glowed partly with anger, bnt mostly with shame, at 
the vulgarity of her aunt, and the exhibition of it 
before so many people. 

After all, it turned out that Annie had not been 
flirting or even addressing a cadet, but was answer- 
ing a question put to her by the cigar-smoking 
CaptaiO] who, seeing be was the innocent cause of 
all Ibis fuss, endeavoured to say something in the 
poor ^irVs defence ; ’but was perfectly inaudible, in 
the storm of words, delivered by Mrs. Dalby. So 
walking forward, lit another cigar, resolving for the 
future to have nothing to say to woman on ^any 
pretence whatever, and being more confirmed in his 
dislike, of what be termed “the pests,” than ever. 
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Each day brought forth some scene, and what 
between these, a little music, a little dancing and a 
good deal of flirting, the time passed so quichly and 
pleasantly— that we found ourselves within sight of 
the tall minarets of Alexandria, when it seemed as if 
it had been but the day before we left hlalta. A 
shahe of the hand to jdl the ofScers, and we bid 
adieu to the good steamer *'Hooghly.” 
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CHAPTER Ym. 

I snAlX Dot stop* to dfsciibe Alexandria. Wo one 
wbo baa ever been there ts lilely to forget its dirt 
and diocomfoits. Of course, all that was to be seen 
was viewed in that homed soperficial manner, in 
which sights are generally^observed by travellers, 
whose time is not at their own disposal. The things 
which received most admiration, were the donkeys, 
whose dispositions appeared very different from that 
of their European brethren, they being good- 
tempered and good goers, having no pecuhar fancies 
for turning sharp turns that lead homewards, or for 
balancing themselves on their fore feet, keeping the 
head down and heels np. Many were as weak as 
willing, which proved to be tbe case with the one I 
bestrode, who deposited himself and burden m the 
sand and dirt. This added to the great amount of 
coal dust ground into me on hoard, rendered some- 
thing more than common washing necessary, 

Tor this purpose, accompamed by the grumbling 
Major (who bad lately become quite affectionate 
towards me) I ventured to the native baths, (Hum- 
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mums) aud ere long, •was undergoing all manner of 
tortures, such as nect tiristings, hack crackings, &.c , 
&.C , supposed hy the inhahitants of those parts to ho 
beneficial to the system These haths were made 
lery hot, and after stewing for '»ome time in one of 
fcem, I was supposed to be ready to he operated 
noon , on which, a native speaking some unintelli- 
language, proceeded to tub me down. w\th hart 
brushes, hard enough to bring the skin off, and then 
by way of finishing polish, mounting on my 
shmldera, shd all the way down to my heels, holding 
on tight by his knees dnnng this very unpleasant 
perfotmauce This feat he essayed n second time, 
hut with a push and a shake, I was quit of my old 
man of the sea, half angry and yet half amused, with 
some doubt in my mind as to whether this was the 
custom of the country, or whether it might arise 
from extreme dirt, that being like many other 
extremes, requiring strong measures for redaction 
hly attention was suddenly taken from myself to 
the klajor, whose voice, in no sweet tones, was heard 
from the next room It was evident he was under 


going the same treatment as I had expenenced , and 
not being of a very amiable temperament, was giving 
way to hi3 sorrows in a «ene3 of curses, m Enghsh 
and Hmdostatn, expies'iive than poeticaL 

‘^I’lt ho d — d if you go grmding down my hack 
again with these cursedly pomted knees of yours, so 
just keep off” 


Q 
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“ But, Master, it ver goot. Master get — ’’ 

"Now, keep off," intermpted the Major. "‘Why 
you wretched skinny devil, you don’t ttiink I am 
going to let you sharpen your shm bones at my 
expense, do you?” 

" Holloa, Major I” eiclaimed I, " what are they 
after with you ?” 

" After,” replied the irate Major " Why here is 
a fellow as thm f5 a whipping post, and looks as if 
he had been fed upon Lemng bones all his life, not 
contented uith washing half a pound of dirt off me, 
and where it all came from Heaven knows 1 but the 
fellow must needs scramble atop of my shoulders, 
and let himself down, holding ou like grim death, to 
my nbs, with the d— st pair of pomted knees I ever 
aaw” 

" That,” I answered, " has just been undergone by 
myself, and suppose every one has the same done to 
them at these baths ” 

“Well, they may,” growled out the M^or, "hut 
I wont , let's dress ■‘harp and get out of this stew- 
pan What a fool I was to come , got to pay two 
rupees, I suppose, for having a nigger run over one, 
pleasant 1” And thus he continued to lament and 
grumble over his treatment, until his mouth was 
stopped by finding tiffin ready when we returned to 
the hotel. 

After tifBn, ^ went on hoard that horror of 
horrors, the Nile boat, and soon afterwards we found 
e\ 
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our>tkes steaming away up the ilahmoadeh Canal, 
thence into the ^ile, and so on to Cairo Oh, the 
nnsery of that Kile boat, one hundred and fifty of 
ns stuffed m her, sleeping all heads and tails, like 
hemngs m a barrel. And then the fleas, how they 
appeared to relish real English flesh and hlood ’ 

The usual amount of sight-seeiug was performed, 
some nding to the Pyramids, and others to the 
Tort and hlosque, which latte? building, is, in my 
hnmhle opinion, not to he compared to many of the 
buildings at Agra or Delhi Indeed, in it, the real is 
so mixed up with the sham, as to cause one to ima 
gine the whole to be a ^nd imposition , whereas m 
those splendid mounmenls of our predecessors in 
India there is no sham, all is teal, substantial and 
good This place revels, like most oriental cities, m 
a considerabte amount of dirt, flies, and children , 
and glad were we when the carriages were announced 
as ready, to take the first party across the Desert 
kly vai had in it the full complement, viz sis 
persons, who were, besides three cadets, the 

smokiDt; Captain, and gnimblmg Major This last 
gcnlleman had really become painfolly civil to me 
ever since the washing affair How the party came 
to e made up thus, I do not remember, as the 
Major and Captain were to the tastes of none , how- 
ever, away we all jolted, getting over the first stage 
most amicably, the dust fiying, and the Captam 
smoking 
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As -we proceeded more into the Desert, the du«t 
increased, which added to the smoke emitted by 
the Captain, became a great nm^ance, and tended 
very considerably to ruse the ite of the Jfajor, 
whose curses at the dust, smoke and road, had for 
some miles past been more deep than loud. At 
length breaking from the sotto voce, he exclaimed, 
that “Smoking was a beastly habit and ought not 
to be allowed,^’ then came a pause, but no effect, as 
the Captain smoked on, seeing thit, the Major lean- 
mg forward, requested " Captain ^fash would set a 
better example, and throw that beastly thing out of 
his mouth,” 

’’ What P” asked the astonished Captam, who 
though usually a man of few words, now gave vent 
to his injured feelings in quite a long sjieeeh for him. 
“TVliat* throwaway my baccj ? — what' for jou? 
"Wliat the devil do you mean bj calling my baccy 
beastly? I’ll tell you what, old growl hard ! 'lis 
a preaous deal better baccy than ever yon «<moked, 
or are hkely to smoke. Chuck away my cheroot, 
chi beastly cigar, don’t you wHi yon may get it?” 

“ But I jnai«t and order." 

“ Order be d— d. I won’t,” replied tlic Captain 

"I’ll report you. Sir* by Ilcavcns, Su-, charges 
shall be sent in against you directly we get to 
India 

" Send away old fellow ; what's the first charge 
to be ? For having smoked baccy — eh ? "What the 
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Oevil brooght you here if you can’t stand stnohe? 

Kobody want’s you I’m flurci” replied Captain 

Kash. 

“I came because 1 chose,” replied the Major, and 
getting angry, he added, “if you don’t lake that 
cheroot out of your roouth, I will ” 

“IVell,” atniled the Captain, “just try it; and 
if 1 don’t give you something to grumble for, my 
name is —— Stiggins I” 

To us cadets this row was intense fun ; we, folly 
making up out Ininds to the journey being ended 
with a duel, ot at leaH seeing the two come to 
blows. But oar hopes were frustrated by the 
Major’s correcting bis speech, and laying "I mean, 
Caplam Hash, that 1 will find means to prevent your 
smoking, and encouraging the young men to do 
so also, by youi example." 

“It’s a pity you can't say what you mean then,” 
smoked out the Captain. Then turning himself 
hack 111 his seat, lapsed into silence. 

The ifijot'a means wc found to consist in men- 
tioning the circumstance to a negro, who appeared to 
be sole servant and manager of one of the resting 
houses, but without receiving any redress however, 
^fotc Wo again started, »U was amicably arranged, 
by the ilajoi’a exchanging with a fiery-headed griff 
into another van This youngster seemed to sufTcr 
from hydrophobia, or some similar disease, as to 
Iho'c gifted with the slightest powers of smelling, his 
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dishle to Tvater was disagreeably apparent Under 
these circumstances, \re found the prevalence of 
tobacco rather advantageous than otherwise, and it 
relieved us of the knowledge of his presence, except- 
ing by sight 

Suez was reached and done m a very short time, 
and glad were all when the la«t batch of travellers 
amving, signal was bide from the steamer 
"Governor” that she was ready for sea 

Tlie first thought that presented itself to all of us 
on going on board, was the smallness of the vessel, 
80 that it m the " Hooghly** it was a tight fit, then here 
it must be a fnghlfol squeeze On proceeding to 
our berths, we found our surmise to be only too 
true , likewise the heat intense, and the ventilation 
of the very wor«t description The more one looked 
at the accommodation, the less inviting it appeared, 
and vent wa* given to the feelings in language more 
personal than pohte, to the directors of the Com- 
pany. 

It was indeed a ehamc, that with such high 
prices charged, no belter vessel should liave been 
proMded for the voyage down the Red Sea and to 
Calcutta Some attnbnted it to the carelessness of 
those at home, as to India and Indians generally , 
others to the independence of the Company regard- 
ing complaints not made in English newspapers, 
hut most agreed m (he opinion gi\en by the smok- 
ing Captam, who declared it was all owing to their 
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motto, “ Qms 'cpanbit/* wliicli he translated as 
"There’s no opposition ” 

"Well, this 13 a go** eichimcd young Warner. 

‘*1! we amt as lihe hemnga m a picUe jar os atiy- 
thiug I ever saw , all jammed, heads, tails, and yet 
no how in particular There arc two fellows’ berths 
staci, over mine, which gives the top fellow a fine, 
but rather clo'e view of the spiders and cobwebs on 
the Tool, while mine is do e enough to the deck to 
allow all the filth and robbish of the cabin to bo 
swept under it, without its being fonnd out by any, 
except the cockroaches, the which gentlemen, Ihavo 
the pleasure to mfocta you all, arc numerous, and of 
a size unknown m other ships— they also appear of 
a tame and familiar nature ’* 

“Ugh, isn’t It hot**” said another. "If India is 
anything like this, my goose is cooked that’s certain 
^ly eye I look at those cockroaches all going out for 
a Walk," and he pointed with his finger to a host of 
those animals running ncro^ the deck 

" Steward, steward,** called out half a dozen 
voices 

" Coming, gent',** answers that ubiotmtous in- 
dmdnal 

I say, steward/* asks one pointing to the cock 
roaches , “ is this the style of things in this ship ? 
and are Chrutians supposed to sleep in these 
kennels V‘ 

" Why not,” answers the man , “ there’s room 
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enough, and as for them cocks we don’t mind 
’em ” 

" Oh you don’t, bat we do,” replies a cadet , 
“ and those heitha are awfully hot ” 

“ Yes,” answered the steward , ” they is ’ot to he 
sure , but all the ladies and gents sleeps on deck ” 

" What asked a curly headed youngster 
"Altogether?” 

" Oh no Sir The ladies goes to the starn, and 
then a sort of curtam is drawn across, betwixt yon 
both just to keep you gents off, and makes it 
precions ’ot for you all too ” 

"Jolly,” answered curly, "smothered above and 
below, not even allowed a squint at old Aunty 
Dalby I «ay, steward, if a fellow goea t’other side 
of this curtain, what then ?” 

" Why,” laconically replied the steward, " if the 
Captains catches a gent, he’ll like as not give ’un a 
good idin^’ 

Tins answer stopped further questioning, and on 
going on deck, we «aw that Captain Hornblow was 
big enough and strong enough to do what the 
steward said might be eipected from him 

The old vessel rolled, pitched, groaned, and took 
in water whenever there was a possibility of her 
doing so The heat was intense, and the curtam 
drawn across the deck as described by the steward, 
at sleeping time Only one or two ladies ventured 
up, the idea of sleeping near so many gentlemen 
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supposed to be nndte's^ed, (which was not the case, 
all having pijimas or sleeping dnwbrs on), being too 
much for their modc'^tj Indeed, Dilbv 

declared, that both her nieces and .herself would 
pen«h before they submitted to such indecency , 
however, the heat below soon made the joung hdies 
object to this arrangement, and they with others, ere 
long Ventured up Before we arrived at Aden, all 
had left the cabins below, excepting Mrs Dalbj, 
who true to her determination, remained there, 
becoming m one week quite a shadow of her«elf, and 
a taattjt to principle lor my part, I never 
before or since have felt anything like that heat , 
howBhatoah with his hosts managed to grind about 
J IS wonderful The drowning m the Bed 
tnnst have been almost refreshing, after the heat 
and duit of marching there How all grumbled , 
t e Major mote than ever, wbo reproved me mildly, 
V stating in reply to mj question as to *•* whether 
« was as hot as this in India 
1 this,” he growled, **iio, nor anywhere 

^ se at I know of , besides m India, one does not 
ive m a kennel, with a chance of bemc drowned, or 

devoured by cockroaches” 

certainly a small improvement on the 
t Sea, hot there is something frightfully in 
ospitable looking m the bare, bold scenery abont , 
nothing green, all rock The place itself appearing 
to he bmlt on the site of an extinct volcano 
VOL I E ' 
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scittered here anil there are a few houses, built of 
bamboos and matting, looking cool but comfortless 
The gam'«Qn looked sickly, bat what struck me 
most \ia 3 the misenble wan appearance of the fe'^ 
ladies and cluldren as they drove out along the 
hot beach, endeavounng to reanimate thcm'elYcs 
iwth the cool eveoiog sea hreess. Some dyldren 
were gathered round the church-yard trying to spell 
out the in'scnptiont on the monuments Poor 
children, thought I, your pale faces and wasted forms 
say that ere long others will be doing over your 
graves what you are now doing over those now 
Client, but who once breathed and were even happy 
in this dreadful place, this frjgbt/ul cinder- 

A swim 111 the eea, and once again on board 
under fall speed for Madra*. 
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CIIAPTEU IX. 

The voyage thither was barren of incident. The 
^3Jor, as usual, growled Captain Nash and the 
tadets «nio\.cd and kept up a grumble at the accom* 
laodatioQ, whilst the ladies were busy tn copying 
music, domg everlasting crochet work, and mending 
queer.looking articles, which were hastily concealed 
bflm view, or apologised for with a facetious obser- 
vation The weather was cool enough to render 
silting on deck under the awning agreeable This, 
with an impromptu polka or waits, occasioned by the 
strains of the ship’s band, rendered life just bearable 
klany a hearty laugh we had at the clumsy efforts 
of those, who now, for the first time in their hves, 
essayed a waltz oi polka, and listened to the nume 
rows apologies offered for trodden on toes, lo«s of 
step, &.C , Lc ilowcvet, thanks to the patience of 
the fait teachers, and the abilities of the pupils, most 
were capable of dancing, more or less tolerably, be 
fore arriving at Ceylon 

How beautiful appeared this island So green, so 
picturesque, mote particulatly with the desolate 
£ 2 
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drcarine's of Aden, stJl fresh in our memones 
bright green set ctslnig itself with a roar on the 
rocVy shore, covering the cocot nnt trees with ■«heets 
of foam. The harbour with some ships and steamers 
at anchor, each palling, at its cable with a giant s 
tug, as the heaving hiUows hfted them upwards 
Scattered o\er the set were native boats of a graceful 
and peculiar construction, their large laiteen sails 
«ihiniDg white, as they caught the rays of the tropica^ 
sun. 

Here we first had an rdet of India and Indian life 
Tile native «hop% native «oldiery, tnd a foreign lau 
guage Pruits, the veiy names of which we had 
never before heard, with wonderful specimens of 
woth!lian«hip in ivory, Mlver, «andal wood, S.c , 
Then punVaa, palanquins, and hosts of sleek, effemi 
nate natives 

Tiie ciummoa groves, Walt TTehy, and every 
sight wa« «een , indeed, oil enjoyed themselves, and 
were sorry when it was necessary to return on board 
our cockroach haunted ve^'cl, as the gun had fired 
preparatory to her starting off for Madras Tlie two 
passengers patted with at the island, had their places 
filled by an elderly gentleman and a pretty young 
widow, both destined for Calcutta The gentleman 
was one of tho«e fortunate mdmduals on whom the 
godoloveto shower blessings—he being nch, healthy, 
and la the Bengal Ciwl Semco, bat whether the 
widow was to be consid^ed fortunate, or oflicrwise. 
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I leave to better jatlges, abe having no fortune but a’ 
burietl her husband some nijie 
months before in Ceylon, to which place he liad 
go^, a poor subaltern, in search of wealth. 

II ''“^”8 kad been contmned by almost 

au the gentlemen from the time of leaving Socz, but 
f wtning on, had forced us to seek shelter 
eUo,v--sonie to thcit bertbs, and others to the 
in the attor.part of the saloon, there to re- 
m half stifled till morning. 

Seep bad just visited my heated frame, when the 
0 of voices, in high dispute, from the lady's 
“b u a„U not only myself, but aU within bearing. 

Ceylon widow was heard in no very gentle ae. 
ZTl '“““"Sbb ‘he Anttle open, as, to 

jj., ' expression, she “was being smother 

w^batk T“‘’Tr '‘re* “ ehc 

some time ii'°^i'*^ won’t,” were continued for 

bad torced^o"' '"‘e her own hands, 

-on., ranee, oUnt!*""’ 
to be a Mm ”hicb by the voice we knew 

maker lin^rthfi T ■>'- 

known to nobody Oh ^ 71 

death of com oUp^Jf'- ^ 
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Stuff and nonsense,” replied the other, “I’® 
going to be smothered for yonr colds ]” 

" You’re no lady, I’m sure/’ said Mrs E 

' Yes I am,” answered the widow *'More so 
than some people, perhaps *’ 

I wish,” weeped forth Mrs Elliott, "my bus 
band was here, and he’d tell yon ” 

"I sIiQuid bke to see him say anything to me, yon 
nasty old thing 1” replied the widow 

This last sentence, m wluch she was called a 
"nasty old thing,” was loo ranch for Mrs Elhott, 
whose aensitJre nature felt the anfairness of bewg 
Called old, before she was eren two score year# and 
ten Her choked utterance and «obs told that she 
had resorted to the usual remedy of her '*cx, and 
di«solyed into teats tell the Cop— Paptoin, 

and c— call the stcwanle«s,” she sobbed out, and 
then, opening her cabin door, she began most lustily 
to Call the latter indmdual, bnl with no effect— the 
stewardess being all the time snoring comfortably in 
her bttle hole near the pantry 

Among others disturbed by the row was tbs- 
grambhog Major, who, after muttering to himself 
for a long time aboot « the infernal row women 
make,” called out to Mrs EJhott, in no very annablc 
voice, that if she would not sleep herself, would -he 
let others do so 

“But, Major," mccily icphea Mm Elhott, "I 
want the Stewardess, the new lady has been insult- 



TOE METIMES IV OODU 


mg we, and wants tlic Tcbat>do jou call it tiling 
open ” 

"'Wliat’s that?” ashed the Major, “do you mean 
the Seattle? ’ 

"Yes, that IS the name ” 

"Then let her have it, and don’t wake up tlic 
ifhole ship for such rulihwh,” said the Major. 

" Bat my cold,” pleaded tlic old lady 

"Your cold be — ” but the end of the sentence 


^as lost m the hanging of the cabin door, as the 
"ngly old thing,” evidently displeased with the 
*eply, shot to the door, and returned to her cabin 
On arrival at hladras, Mrs Elliott with several 
others left the ship, their portion of the journey 
being ended The parting with some was the cause 
of sorrow to all The month spent together had 
Ijeen pleasant, and long enough to allow each to dis 


cover Bomethiog amiable in his neighbour TVhat at 
hwt appeared great faults aud disagreeable manner, 
by the end of the voyage, become only a pecu 
>^ty, and, as sneb, made allowances for Pew, 
indeecl, were they who bid adieu to the Madras 


passengers without a feeling of regret It was sad 
to think that of these how few one would meet again, 
and how very few would, probably, be spared to 
return to Palhetland ** 


After the usual time spent by roost new comers in 
observing jugglers (whose feats on the bare deck 
1 have never yet seen equalled) and Catomoran Jack 
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(who, let me inform the miinitiated, is a native geD' 
tlem-iH, wto«e tailor’s bill must be verj reasonable* 
to ^udge by the very small quantity of clothing m 
a<e by bim This child of nature paddles about on 
two logs, having thereon, oranges, plantains, Trinco 
nopoll cheroots, S.e , &.c All these are offered for 
sale with gestures and abuse of his fellow dealers, id 
language more personal than polite) A party Of os 
proceeded on shore, and were soon surrounded by men 
of all castes, tongues and colours, either trying to 
sell articles, or offenng (he Qse of buggies, beeves, 
palanquins, tc , tot hire Han»g determined oo 
visiting an old schoolfellow, who«e regiment was «ta 
tioned near the Mouut, I lured one of these hucgies , 
hot Ind not proceeded far before the horse felj, a 
habit he evtdentl) had lately given way to, his krieee 
being the worse for wear The groom m chai-ge, 
vrtti loud tongue declared I rou't pay for the hot«e 
and being in a stnuge laud, I thought such rai^ht 
be the rule, but, nevertheless, plainly refused, adding 
that "I wonld ask Jlr 'Weller, to whose hon«e I 
was gome ” “ Ask,” replied the tnm, “ and 'Weller 
Sahib tell you to pay my master " 

On arrival at 'Weller’e, I mentioned the subject, 
and was certainly rsUjcr astonished to see (hat gen* 
tlemau'biecute summaiy jnstice on (he native, by 
hard blons, hard swearing, and a fenrful kick which 
lie temea “a Wter“ addins, M he came toivnrds 
me. "(liafa llie irar to treat tlicsc niajeri, tbc 
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casts liosr I bate them, tlicir country, nndcTer)- 
t ung belonging to itl’* To my saying, *'thatfll- 
^bng the nigger*, as he called them, was not the 
^ay to maVe them either respect or like us," ho 
0 served "That when 1 had been in the country as 
lung as he had, 1 should thrash them too ” 

I fancy not," I replied, “ at any rate, I will not 
tty It until every other remedy shall fail " 

"Ah, well," he answered, "that’s all very phllan- 
tntupie, and will, prohahly, go to add a few more 
' ‘f *'‘“1 pavement, which is said to ho entirely 
uomposed of good resolutions But come and dis- 
cu^ tiEn, It 15 a far pleasanter subject " 

Thus "aying, he led tho way into the house, which 
fflore tesomUed a tded hut than an ollicer’s quarters 
0 furniture was decidedly scanty , in ono room, a 
mp table with two broken choirs, m the other, a 

«ne wcci, t 

of u„r" ‘‘“S’’ u’l »t dtlTutent degrees 

ners" r',\ “u, wore "stun 

into’ the^ morning kiUed a pig which camo 

poinWto'”'?’™'' ‘’■u'u" “td >'u, 

down” * donkey, wbich he pulled 

M^rbojTwhoaff’ ” 1 " ’‘5’ “ 

not sorry when ^ 

bye," for I felt tb^r^r"' T 

that between us there was not one 



filling m common, jiml that liad not bc<n * 

fonrrc of plrojurc to citbcr 

I’uUing old broken IncM into llic buggy, I 
rlowly bomcwnnlij not much pln«cil with llm 
first insight into India nnJ Indiin customs. 5'°' 
cercly I hojKtl that this might bo the dark side of 
the picture, rnil that my future existence would rot 
be |>as«cd in the anmo unhappy stale of mind ns xaj 
quondam ichoolfcllow. Afany of his complaints, I 
put down to want of occupation and a naturallf bad 
temper; and this u the case nine times out oflco 
^th confirmed grnmblert; they abu.c the countiyi 
dimate and {leople, without crer considcnug how far 
hey have odapted their manners and method of 
living to a strange land, and imagine that bullying, 
swearing, and a haughty manner will command that 
respect from the native, which kindness and aeeeasi. 
bilUy are much more likely to obtain 

t ^ retreated to my very small and 

aery hot berth, immediately on arriving on hoard 
f ^ soundly until slie was away 

C^kuuL ' 
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CHATTER X. 

Among Ibc new passengers taken in at iladras, 
a very old corpulent and toothless gentleman, 
accompanied by another innch younger, but who 
appeared to be the old gcntleman^s shadow, by the 
way he clang to lum These we «oon discovered to 
l>® nothing more or le«s than an old general, who 
bad been appointed to fill a vacancy m a divisional 
Wmmand on the Bengal side, and his aide de-camp, 
who vas endcntly what is termed *‘a nice young 
and one admirably adapted for the appoint- 
*''cnt , as neither the insults nor peevishnca of the 
old man made him less oh'=eqmous, or less diligent m 
his attentions 

The advent of this old General was a scarce of 
annoyance and discomfort to every body , ns from 
having been so long accostonied to have bis own way 
and be implicitly obeyed, the rebuffs and differences of 
opinion he received were hard to bear, and freqnent 
cbnllitions of temper were the consequences His 
aide-dc camp was the greatest sufferer by it, bnt nse 
had made him cidlons , not so with others, and all of 
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„1,0 lirnl of being mrtirmcd mill »n Mgr? 
expression, tint "you needn’t rmr, I am not dca , 
n-l'eneicr a reply to Ins numerous questions lia 
be given to cars too deaf to cstcli a sound, co 
letcly deserted liiro, and Ins arrival on edBe 
Quarter of the ship, was the signal for those on dec 
to cross over to the other Even the manngino 
mammas and umnlhng chaperons avoided him, for 
though a general and lihely to die, yet they could 
hardly consider such a thing as that "a good 

this state of things, seeing Mrs My, the 
Ceylon wldoiv, loohing very pretty and very dis 
oonsolale, all aloae on bis side of ‘Im ■’’■P- ‘‘ “‘'“f 
fte old .Lan that he conld not do belter than h.hhls 
np and commene. a eoaversalian with her Doing 
so he found in her a willing listener, and nU his 
aueshons were answered m a manner so affable and 
bnd as to render lum oblmou- of all around 
Indeed so clianned was he, ns to refuse to go below 
when Ills aide de camp came dutifully to announce 
that the first bugle for dresMng before dinner bad 
sounded, but dismissed that unhappy wight by 
snawishly telling bun "to ^ to the devil," and 
resumed Ins mumblings with the widow the aide de 
clmrimmediately disappearing from the scene 

The widow listened on, and then m the sweetest 
tones and with plajf“' """'“v. reminded the veteran, 

that they must go and gel ready for dinner ” On 
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.„V r1 T ''"T 

l>«Lrr:, u “f on 

■nlolC mi T" ’P’''^ “f 

'■ B 0 , 1 1 r "? 

>'« pL 

U.ctlte«T ' ^ * to him 

«-p, 44 ” *oo» General ’• 

to U„w!- ° " •''"‘SPrattj, I sliould 

“ ''Vhat'°l ' "”®’ '’“t 1 t'jouglit— ’’ 

ft'oW fool, ‘0 «'■"!-'■■ growled 
feel obliged ,„ ;"E “"■> J'a'oaa- "I aball 

the future , ^ thinlmg any more for 

Tko a«le-ae.ei,£?P’~Pf‘f'' ''' '” 

hushed in dathness'^ T* o”™ rraa 

elose, ILo widow ,l.i ^ *'“'“‘ 1 “ was disagrcoably 

the short time alW™W “ 

'owed her, and hj every p„,„Me 
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”‘To 

lie arrived at a amusemeut of t 

a„ry '■‘’‘‘{r'°“'ti „, i.rownBea, bat wtetha 
cadets, and the B Though report, with 

ahewassueeessW, lUj” tcU the 

Its hundred tongue^ d d y ^^^cive 

old gentleman by the disappointed 

"J“”'°'“rr -dowTeo— ». ‘t' 

expression on the mao eon- 

old fellow o-thecn attained, though 

dndedthat her object bad DO j^engh 

a dose observer roigbl 

duappointed, she was not era xanipaits of 

Z General, under a aW« ,o. aide do- 

Fort Williani, was from Calcutta to 

camp ani some 't**® ® , tliese officers lietaldea 

meet him Tins sa place would 

tUe arrival of one, w ^ 

have been m scenes of strife or war’s 

home, far ^ j|,e command of one of the 

alarms Instea o entrusted to him Under 

largest „ n„cht ba\e to serve and be lost 

such as this, a -nagment or imbecility Such 
through hw command could only tend to 

total unfitness . had the misfortune to serve under 
disgust * ciniments socU ns tbesc, most giro 
him , and opi ^ „jy poor idea of general 

native s j or lead them to suppose, that a 

officers in bogw » 
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wr'aL'' “ ‘'“= “r» '°"S 

Too fa, ° >° 

o“ne m imbecililj for anjllimg cl>e 

M well \ I “^y 

“ot >■“'= "d- was 

TOCO m n “““S'd '» renew the acquaint- 

to cVul^ ' cards well enough 

tte « edrr“f •■'“= ‘■etweenthemi 

‘icre occa, o„s r “ considered desirable on 
enmp, reeera ■ ?’’ 7 the aide de 

n suitable house "^anl 'c>cc‘ 

"rengemeols nccessaoi 

rccXati'S' “cj '■lew to the hopes of 

'>ct"re now bee™, ' ^ ’ “ lua been 

E“‘ sworn at ana ■"^'■PPcCw'-lc, for be not only 
snubbed and b,"ll 7“"* 'T *''= “W >nun, but 
“>.S be ‘'-c « widow Besides ^ 

but bred entuelv luunters or free table, 

incuts were now no 1 °'™ “pense The emoln 

for bis conlinnine 77 “ 'uffi=‘™t inducement 
ssiom,„gh„„ :4™ 7 staff. he rengned, 

^ nt, haying his situation filled by 
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a belter looLinj, anil faster man, one of the ex 
widow’s own «4election 

This state of things continued for two years, at 
the end of which time death laid claim to the 
divisional commander Hia remains were carried to 
the grave with great pomp and show Minute guns 
fired , and Ins handsome Arab charger (the wluch he 
had never dared io Tide, thoogb the animsl irasliic 
a lamb), Jed behind the corpse jn the u^ual manner 
Then came a general order in which hi« virtues were 
set forth lu faming style, and^he gnef felt by all at 
hi8 loss, described as intensely poignant , " few were 
Lke him, and seldom does it fsU to the lot of man to 
grieve for such as he ” In fact, it seemed, that in 
his death, the country had lost a commander only 
second to the great Bake, and that intellect of the 
highest order was the peculiar cbaractenstic of the 
departed 
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CHATTER XI. 

Tbou ’whcte ttic slcamct atoppc^l, ^crj litUe o{ tlic 
Cily o! ToUces cou\d Vie ob^errcil ; the increasing 
Dumber of masts as tbc e)c followed llie nver op, 
Void that this gxccn-banhcd pretty.loeVing spot was 
Dot quite the end of oar journey. The stucco built 
houses, hidden m clomps of cocoa-nut and bamboo, 
looVed hand*ome and cool ; but were generally spoilt 
from the trant of some regular order of architecture, 
they being surrounded by pillars of every imaginable 
end 'Unimaginable style. Tlic slioro was of course 
covered with natives having every hind of con- 
veyance, in which '* Master was requested to *sit and 
be transported to Calcutta ** On the entry of a pas- 
senger into this odonferous and heterogeneous mass, 
he Was as«ailed by a complete Babel of tongues, all 
intent on the same thing, viz to carry passenger 
and baggage away. A jonngster, on hts first entry, 
IS sadly puzzled what to do, as he feels him*elf 
first pulled one way, then another, and perhaps ad- 
dressed somewhat m this manner. Master,*' says 
a man, whose dress is the nearest approach to that 
voi- 1. p 
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eJegant costume known as straps and a watchchauij 
« try my palanquin No, Jfa«ter,” says anotberi 
"my palkee good, Master, see,” and he nearly 
the Griff's eye out with the poie, in calling his atte^ 
tion to the article “Sahib,” calls out another, the 
owner of a Homan nosed, raw honed epitome ® 
horse, hanging between the shafts of a buggy, 
to Calcutt in five mmnle” “Don't bleeve h^®' 
Sir,” saya another, the owner of a palkee ghariTi 
and two pomes tied to the same, with leather and 
atnng, “Calcutt four mile, I tale Jlaster qU nght,' 
and beheviug him to be more honest than his felloirs, 
Cadet Smith or Jones allows himself to he persuaded, 
and IS humped and smothered to Calcutta. 

By this sort of conveyance, 1 arrived at Fort 
"William dressed out in the full blaze of military 
umform, i a , la a very abort waistcd red jacket, a 
foraging cap and aword My driver, knowing the 
usual forms gone through, rephej for me, to the 
European sentry, who standing guard at the gateway, 
demanded if we had any “spernts" inside, then on 
to the Supermtendciit of Cadets, and then to Town 
Major's office, having no little difficulty m findiRS 
my way to that officer's desk, through the number of 
natives hanging about- The odour arising from 
these was not refreshing, and I was ghd when . 
passing back again, to be directed to go to my 
quarters 

'Dieso I found to consist of some part of the 
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liariacla coiutrncted in this magnificent fort; Lot 
such a place a, m, .elKicd 

M the cadets’ banacis. 

After clamhenng np some bmhcn anil dirtj hrich 
"spr, I was shewn into a Ion" darlc pias.agc, bp a 
with a broom, who acted ns Jf. C. (at anj rale 
Oa this occasion) to a body of officers. Itangcd, at 
eiBsl distances, down this dark pas-ago were green 
“wrsj these on being opened, led into a mom or 
«her cell of abont 10 feet square, and we were 
iMormcd that each room was an otTiecr’s qnarter. 
w one comer was partitioned oft a space of about a 
J«d square, a low bneV waU plastered with broken 
^«o separating it from the other part of the eell. 
at wonder as to its intention or use, was thspelled 

under ‘In »amo time to a hole 

bir M ‘’I ™ *'■' by 

‘hn” Te^ « nor comforts, 

these thine, l, * •'*“ bedstead, aU 

They sa^ P“‘n‘'“nd by onrselres. 

this rule M noUDd''T'''‘''’ '1°“’° “ 
filled with straae™^ 
sery.ee, and aU a 

honesty and eh^rt^ IT “ ‘“‘‘“'’““'n =« ‘n 

then leavmg the lasTwI “ ‘f“u for 

b last place, being "at their owq 
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w’ish/’ or “tlie writer retorning to England.” EacH 
cadet had a similar andience, but all agreed to foUov^ 
the advice of one, who mating himself heard aho^ 
the din and noise said, **Tbat a corpnlant gentleman 
of duskj hue, who had something to do with the 
mess, volnnteered to find ns servants, also such 
srticles of furniture as would adorn and be useful iQ 
these stately chambers.” 

This being agreed to, the corpulant gentleman and 
the assemhly disappeared together; and soon after- 
wards we found ourselves the masters of several 
servants, and of one table, two chairs, and a camp 
bed, the fac-simile of the one I had seen in TTeller^s 
house at lladfas, it only wanted the bull-dogs to 
make it complete. Then came mosquito curtains, 
(rather necessary, if we were to judge by the blood- 
thirstiness of these insects, who too impatient to wait 
for darkness, devoured us by daylight) and lastly a 
seraie, (goglet) copper basin, stand, and four water 
pots, commonly known as gntrnrs. Thus was the 
palace famished,- and we, after a wash in the bath- 
room or hath comer, (by which the new furnitore, 
room, and all were washed at the same time) strolled 
over to the mess for tiffin. 

The mess, bke everything else intended for cadets, 
was sadly neglected and ill-kept. The servants were 
dirty and insolent, and the rules the most absurd I 
ever read. Certain wines forbidden, and only certain 
qinctities of others allowed to be dfaut, thus 
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altcropling to dictate to officers (all of ^\bom arc 
not 1)0)3) what hind of liquor the Govemtnent con- 
sideieil suited for their position, and bow much. At , 
mess there appeared nobody to Veep order, conse- 
quently the cadets and servants were continually 
disorderly j and scenes most disreputable frcqnently 
occurred. The principal cause of these scenes might 
have been found in a careless management, and m the 
had quality of men attached us servants. Indeed, no 
respectable man would come to be thrashed and 
*wotti at as these werej and nothing bnt the hope of 
gain could induce them to remam on. The head 
loan or Khausaraau was to blame, and had he been 
Kspcctable, the others nould have been so also j as it 
^as, our scnanls were his choice and creatures, so 
that a young fellow stood a had chance being villain- 
ously cheated and fleeced between them all. 

Perhaps it was the want of honesty in the mess- 
tCTvants, that led the Powers that bo” to take away 
the *' Onffs’ plaW' and substitute some villainous 
bend about things of German silver , or more pro- 
bably, tlic exigencies of the slate, being greater than 
usual, mdpeed Ihc Governor-General m Council to 
transfer tbc Griffs’ mess plate from the nxe«s room to 
the melting pot. 

Tlic first dinner at mess was exactly liVe the last, 
all dirt and discomfort, all owing to a want of 
system. Pach cadet called for what he liked, did 
as he liked, smoked more than was good for him. 
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made a frightful noise, and retired to his barracts 
and to the mosguilocs. 

The next morning, tvhat a sight for a father ^ 
each interesting youth, bis whole body, face, 
baada in prticular, being spotted like the pardj 
owing to a select few of these winged worries liaring 
been left inside the curtains by oar new servants. 
Amidst swearing of & dreadful sort, were our now 
bloated adversaries slaughtered; and for the remain- 
der of the day, I regret to say, little was heard from 
the party who had landed only the day before, bat 
a series of curses at and condemnation of the 
country and its inhabitaoU. 

This habit of grumbling, indulged in pretty freely 
at borne, becomes in India positively horrible; and 
frequently tenders a man most uncompanionable and 
disagreeable. Even to a brother grumbler he is no 
companion, as they can scarcely be expected to 
agree as to the intensity of their dislike or disgust, 
with things in general, and India in particular. I 
know of no greater nuisance, than two of those 
confirmed grumblers getting together, either in a 
regiment or small station. They do their best to 
make evejything appear in its worst light, and by 
their influence, and perseverance, tend to unsettle 
the minds of a great portion of their hearers. 

ThefC grumblers, I have generally fonnd to be 
men of very limited ideas ; ill-informed and unsettled 
dispositions, having within themselves no resources, . 
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and sneering at Uio«c who have. To them, reading 
13 a bore, dramng rubbish, and as for music, ** there’s 
the band” So, teaUy from pure ennu), during the 
long hot months, the*e hind of men arc dnren to 
grumble, destroying tbcic digcstirc organs witli tbc 
everlasting eberoot and brandy, then cards and high 
play fill op the hiatus. This all tends to ill health, 
and debt, and thus the man becomes discontented 
and unhappy. So that, if one of these would 
think at all, be could find some other cause for 
hi3 melancholy and misfortune than “the beastly 
country,” 

One day m Calcutta was spent exactly like 
another. After dinner, a palkcc or buggy to take 
one sight seeing, generally eodiug inth a visit to 
the China Bazaar, there to buy rubbish, ot put in 
for raffles of guns, and other articles, for possessing 
which none of us cared 'ixpence. Thus went a 
fortnight, and with it almost all my ready money. 
Such sights as Calcutta bad to show, I saw, and 
cannot say I felt any great gratification in doing 
80 The Cathedral is light and elegant , bat lU- 
hearing, as it was with the greatest 
difficulty any complete sentence could be distm- 
•guished ten yards from the pulpit. The good old 
bishop preached twice, and in his earnest and 
eloquent address, shewed the sincerity of his in- 
tentions. There was something touching and in 
Uoceut in his saying, «*1 hope you hear me, I speak 
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as lou3 a3 I “n-” The scmcc was well conJacte^, 
and without any of that mummery and hoinDj* 
unhappily so much the fashion now-a-da^s. 

On looting over certaui letters of introduction, 
I found one addressed to a Mr. ilerton, who I 
ascertained to be a partner m a large mercantile 
hou^e m Calcntta. Delivering my letter, I 
•hewn throngh an immense BS«embly of Sircar®/ 
Durwans> stout oily looting Baboos and half-nated 
Coolies, up to a portion of the large office, portioned 
off by a light screen work. Behind this screen I 
found Ur. Merton sitting at his deal. I own to 
feelmg some disappomlmeot on discovering that Sfr. 
Merton was a half ca«te, in which the hlacl blood 
shewed most; and bis way of •pealing Bnglish was 
peculiar. However, be addressed me lindly, in- 
quired after the writer of the letter, and hoped I 
would visit him at his country bon«e at Garden, 
“where Mrs. Merton aod the ffwh will be glad 
to see yoo,^’ 

To an mntation so hodJy given, I could do 
nothmg else hut consent to go, moreover, feehn'’ 
some curiosity regarding what kind of per=on Mrs. 
Merton might be; to say nothing of “the gurls,'^ 
as he termed them, who were pictured m my vivid 
imagination as perfect houn«, all speahm^ broken 
I.ngh«h. It was therefore arranged that I should 
drive down on the morrow, and stay tiffin, at ^lucb 
meal I should also have Mr, Merton’s company. 
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“ day would be a native holiday, and the 
house of business closed * 

I^nvin^j down next day, I was met m the 
verandah by my host, who introduced me at once 
0 a Very pretty, fair woman, as bis wife, and I 
found lier to be as agreeable as pretty Tiffin was 
onnouaced, and aftersrards as it became cooler, I 
was sbeirn over tbe garden by Wr -Merton, irho, 
“ my snrpnse, pressed me to mabe bis bonso my 
abode danng tbe rest of my stay in Calcutta I 
Old not reply at once, as never being fond of 
' rangers, and not mnch fancying tlie ideas and 
goners of my host, made mo tor a moment 
nwilale, but to coontcrbalance the bad En-bsb 
and maacoire home of Mr Merton, there iras n 
pretty mfe and tbe run of my teeth for n fortnight 
tbemr I doo^iaared 

pretty nife ires an eacuse for ell, so I accepted, 

X :° t‘lf,'“ -0” 

Hooebw ““ia“ “ “o ‘i ‘fm 

a m Jer' theremth placed ot my disposel 

who “ mos'in and turban, 

tor sbem l,™* (“'“'“nS myself) nould call 

honor irant '“^i* abater, whenever his 

(In^vsv. \ ^nich somehow was oftea the case 
o my short residence at Merton TiUa 
TTiA i which I sat down in the before- 

lacUtl^l waisted, tight sleeved, red 

1 was introduced to the gurls, who were 
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decidecUj dusky, and pa^essed of maunera very 
similar to those of the brother. Jane, the eldest 
and least black, loformed me with a winmug 
smile, that “ she did very much regret not 
being to tiff, but her brother never tell that 
you was coming,’* and, chimed in the younger 
sister, “bo we went to Pittara and Exchange, to 
look at new dresses and fine jewelry, just come 
from England by last steamer.” Tim remmded 
them that I had just come out from England, too, 
so questions innumerable were ssied me ss to tho 
fiishians of bonnets and dresses, none of which I 
could answer, only knowing, thengb I did not 
tell them, that their dresses were vulgar and ill* 
made—the style being somewhat the same as that 
worn when Queen Anne began to reign. 

Their praises of the English and England were 
quite refreshing to bsteu to, but from their ideas 
and general conversation, I soon discovered that 
their travels had never exceeded a dozen miles 
beyond Calcutta 

After tea, the«c syrens volunteered a song, but 
neither the nords nor the ait could I discover, 
bat imagined tJie whole thing must have been of a 
melancholy tendency, to judge by the dreanness of 
the time, and the quantities of oh's and ah’s in 
the words. The duet ended, wo retired for the 
night. Without my being able to get one moment’s 
fair conversation with the pretty wife, for whoso 
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Mic done T hod consented to slaj. The dear 
ar les looVed unutterable things as they alcipped 
^5 aira whilst I did the same to the pretty 
'*> liuing returned, or, do I hclievc, 
unn recognized. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Before tiffin ■was over next day, I had heartily 
repented of coming. Jane was too kind; and cadet 
though I Tvas, by her manner and extreme disin* 
terestedness, shewed very plmnly that my advances 
■would be received kindly. Mrs. Merton spoke but 
little, and like many other pretty women, had very 
little else to recommend her but good looks. Some- 
times I thought her reserve might be attubuted to 
the set with whom she was forced to live, as both 
in ideas and manners, she was infinitely superior* 
to them dll. How she, a fair pretty and lady-like 
woman, conld ever marry the black vulgar dog, her 
husband, sras and ever wjU be a nddle to me. Tiro 
days after this, my horror of their vulganty reached 
a clunax, as on driving with them on the course, 
which happened to be more than usually crowded 
bn that evening, (he lovely Jane, leaning out of Ifio 
carriage, called oat to a black fellow, dressed fn 
a white jacket and black lial, who seated in a 
buggy, had bowed in passing. «'I say, Mr. Bosario, 
won’t you come to the vnlla and dinner to.night, as 
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•we \\a\e "Mt. a cadet, staying nitU us, 

(pointing to me) and I date saj jou wiU get on 
capitally?” 

"les, “Miss Jane, I come, iWlc yon %CTy mncli," 
teplied tlic niggcT— and diofe on, leaving mo in 
no ^ery amiable mood at liaTing been slicwn off 
pnblicly, and been told that a niggct of Mt. Rosario’s 
description wonld get on capitally witli me llow 
I wlicd tbe drive to erd, and tbe liorscs’ beads 
to be tnrned bomcwatds, even tliongli it was to 
meet tbis capital nigger, anything latlicr than 
conlinuo the ob«errcd of all observers, as I imagined 
my^elt to he, so many having heard Iho invitation 
given 

On coming into the drawing room before dinner 
was announced, I found my black fncnil tlicro before 
me, sitting by Janc^ and looking satisfied with 
himself and things in geuerd On my being in- 
troduced to him by Mis'* Merton, ho ro«8 from lus 
®asy position, and placing both hands on the gastric 
regions, said mlh a low bow, " How do, Sar, wery 
hot, ah you feel, new from England ?” then reseat- 
ing himself, he resumed lus conversation with Miss 
Merton 

Before dinner was announced, 1 bad full time 
allowed mo to study this eitTaordmary animal and 
capital nigger. Hi* g^l up was unique , and the self- 
satisfied waj in vrhich he roUed about, made him 
look if anything mote ridiculous. A very small 
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wliife linen jacicet with a rcry hroacl collar, then 
equally email waistcoat, nearly concealed by an im- 
mense gold chain, ecals, and watch icy, tlio whole 
extendijpg Trom one pocket to the other ; pantaloons 
short and tight, shewing off a pair of spindle-shanks 
to great disadvantage ; and anch feet, ye gods I Great 
flat, fin-looking things, covered over with pomps w 
which numefoas bows were flxed. An abundance of 
sbirt coUar, a blue ribbon round the throat, and yon 
have Mr. Hosario. 

I took Sfrs. Sferfon into dinner, the elder gtirl 
falling to the lot of Hosario ; but at the table he was 
placed, much to his disgust, on the same side as 
the younger sister. Miss Jlertoo being to oy right, 
and thus received from me much attlntion and 
civility, which evidently did not produce a happy 
state of miad ia her oatire friend opposite, who 
rudely contradicted me sevenu times, and nearly cut 
his tongrfe to pieces wliilst eating with his knife, 
simply because Jane smiled kindly on me, ^rhen I 
desired information from him on the subject of native 
marriages. 

Waxing valiant with wine, he informed me 
that officers were “very grand think themselves, but 
cadet nothing.” Not answering him, I continued the 
conversation with M'ss Merton, saying loud enough 
for datkee to hear, " That of course, Mr. Hosario 
never having been in any society, was unable to give 
an opinion regarding officers, but that he was drunk 
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and impcrlmtnl.” To tln4 dear Jane assented, 
adding, "he no* know officer, he onij clerk, and 
alwajs gels iipsy.*^ Tliw was too much for tlic 
capital nigger, Ihns to heat from the hps of lus own 
charmer, how hghllj he was esteemed, being more- 
OTcr called drank. Seizing the table he rose, as if 
toleai^tbc room, or to do some dreadful act; hot 
the ladies getting up at the same moment, completely 
fmatwted Ins intentions, for he sat down again, and 
did his best to fintsh a bottle of claret, given lum by 
Mr Merton, who told him " to dnnk that and never 
nnad ” 

'* Never mind,” replied he, half weeping ; " all very 
fine to «ay ^never mind, but she said I was only a 
cle— ” bui^lhc end of the sentence was lost in 
the wioo glass. 'Wliea I left for the ladies, the 
capital nigger was crying drank, talking of injured 
feelings, and most unwilling to take the advice of 
oar host, which was to go home and go to bed. 

The usual ecrcechiog took, place at the piano, hut 
pleading my anxiety to pack, my boxes and get 
my things ready fox a short visit I was going to pay 
my agents, -who had offered me a room, I escaped 
the infficUon , and on the morrow, after breakfast, 
took my«c\I and things off to Chownnghec 

Next morning I met the Merton^s carnage on the 
strand, so rode up to say a civil word and to make 
the usual inquiries Whilst doing so, Mr hosano 
appeared on the opposite side for a similar purpose. 
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otlilrc«smg lum^elf to Mi^ llcrton, who instead of 
replying to Ills question concerning her health , 0*1x00 
nftcr hi*, " hojiing Jus hend did verj much ache, and 
that ho would not get tipsy, and quarrel with gentle- 
mens again *’ To this the capital nigger rephed not, 
bat with a deprc««cd countenance, turned liis hor<es 
head, and left Ins faithless Cliloc * 

A day or two after these event*, I received orders 
to proceed to Benares and there do duty with the 
— TCgiment, and as I was to lose no time in 'tart 
ing, I went iraraedialely to get such things as were 
iicce**ar7 for the tnp upwards The«B wpre to be 
Ind cheiper and better at the Cbioa bazaar, sod 
«o there 1 directed my steps Ente^ng the shop 
of one of the native dealer*, who '^ould I see, 
bnt my dark friend once again Pu«hmg mdely 
by he sent me with no bllle weight against a 
table, on which were placed tumblers, &.c, thereby 
causing two to be smashed 

The next instant I was before him, and angnly 
demanded the meaning of such usage , but met with 
no reply, receiving instead rather a severe blow on 
the forehead from the silver monnted handle of a 
Malacca cane held by him A^moment sufficed to 
wrench the stick from him, and m the short struggle 
be fell on his knees, being m a position so extremely 
fivourable to receive punishment, that I could not 
resist laying it well into him across the tightened 
breech At first he breathed defiance, but getting 
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sora, toated tor pardoa and mercy. This I granted, 

accelerated^ ™ ‘'‘™ 

ccekra ed his pregres into the street n.th a litter, 

“el ! , “* I'’ "=™ 

OS cogiaa kid. 

hM IT' *'T‘' ” lioaono, 

laLs l ■» ec.estahhslnns him-clt m 

Caleuttf -vTr."? '“■'■‘'‘“■"y departaretrom 
^Icutta Not hut what I took care to tell her all 

Wl the story, when I drove down to say adieu 
Ictore leanag tor Benares Jane appeared rast 
heA',“^ "'a l^and, whUt 

nr^llv!. ^ steammg past the large and 

preuy cantonment ot Batrachpote towards my destma- 

portion 

Draapoie 1 n'^ “ PC 0 C«d.ng to do duly either at 
“U *et ot T”" ™ *“‘*'0=' ■” 

‘"S>So planter, >*oal‘'‘J-loohmg 

'riia adveota^ I T aportmg and 

same. ■\Ye cal ♦ ^ * ®any wist to have seen the 
ot an elderly muM™ P’^O'd under the charge 
drawing a™’ o'*''' '*'l'Slrt we, m 

have I gazed Sh iTT 
passed hj, loohed d “"“'‘'J 

to hi3 dmwmg betf V'’!"' 1'“° ‘™“forted 
von. r ^ ™ h fhat acquired a 
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^ baWo horn hracelcls. and straw fans, bought. 

cadets "'1^°''’ ‘'''charging here a large cargo of 

lomanlin ' I “ 'lolm-playing, somewhat 

ofScers anT I icccircd 

oiiicers, and steamed onwards 

IcMlfslnt ‘r? the 

Cty, Bttes! ' ” 

telle' m”'* ““V"' of 'hundreds of 

“pie bclU ringing, and Hic bnsj hum of men 

Sie" m' “'c" """8 '"‘h ‘f'o 

>lepa ““^ficence Tlicir Imndrcda of 

«eps nearly concealed by the thousands of human 

S 'cenn'1? 'oored rZ. 

Kbishut^'Ts "« ■" 

“utlenne nrll ® “'o “‘"““u. 

''eler ovVh J n n' “f holy 

-u ‘he m" Z '‘"P “ ‘"0 footbeo 

eua grace ha„n 'r‘i f'^et for symmetry 
mnshn. w’hich nlk ‘be covering of Soest 

bends m the gar 7^i f'^bUy to her person, as she 
opium eating 1 .'' a ™?"?' Boo^bug near, is the 
wbote Koran* toll, carded, fanatical Massulman, 
and that the infiael.T ‘hut Mahomed Bussool Allah, 
Aye, and wonli h® '““‘'4 out. 

India, were it not "’'o once ruled 

who lets each Zl ‘he ettonger hand of Brilam, 
think best. ‘h®" Gnds as they 
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CHAPTER xm. 

Passikq fliese, tbe steamer at length was fastened 
to the shore j and ere IoDg> most of us were mating 
the best of our waj in hack conveyances to the 
distant cantonments. I to report myself to Captain 
Sqaaretoes, Adjutant of the regiment to which I 
was appointed to do duty. 

After some difllcuUy, from want of knowledge of 
the bngnage, in finding the Captain's house, I was 
shewn by an orderly into the presence of a stout, 
good-humoured, but eldcrlj-looking man, who guess- 
ing my errand, addressed me with, *'How do you 
do. Sir, come to report arrival 1 suppose; jour name 
may I ask ?" 

‘'Tillars, Ensign Villars,’' I replied. 

"Ah, Ensign Villars; jnst come, eh? ‘Well, Mr. 
"Villars, glad to see you; my name is Squaretoes, 
Brevet Captain and Adjutant Squaretocs of the 
80th Regiment, Native Infantry." 

" I saw that on referring to the Army List," I 
replied. 

"Not unlikely," rcltuncd the communicative 
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Adjutant "But jou surety jet taVen to 

study that wtctMlrng prodatlion , I nc%cr look at it, 
hcing hcartitj sick ol seeing Iht »cmot I iculcnant of 
the 80lh atways in the same place, and only a 
Brevet Captain However, locVs a Ijord, and if 
one can only live long enoagli, promotion may come. 
Have you got a lioasc, or what arc you going to do 
for quarters? ' 

"I have made no arringcmcnls, liaving come 
direct up from the steamer,” 1 replied. 

“No, well come along xrilli mo, and I will see 
■ffhat can he done for you But to say truth, there 
MO Bocli a lot of GnRs— 1 heg pardon, 1 mean 
nnjwslcd Enugns, that oU the hou«cs arc taken 
However, 1 will see if you cannot be accomraodated 
on the big house near the Church It is pretty full 
alnsadj, but I really know of none other,” then 
added, “ Tirail a moment until 1 finish this letter, and 
I Will take you to see it, as we come homo from 
Calling on tho Colonel In the mcantiioD, if you 
smoke, there is my ca^e for you, Ihcto arc somo 
capital rreciU m it” Thus saying, he resumed his 
pen Tlie letter finished— his uniform was put on, 
and away we drove to the Colonel's 

Tins ddctly gentleman, was like most of his tnbe, 
none the hclter for being from thirty five to forty 
years working up to j,j, pjesent pank and position 
Probably he had once been a fair officer, but year" of 
India had not improved either his nerve or know- 
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ledge. Tlie first thirty years of his service, Jti-® 
most others, had been spent in a subordinate capa- 
city, and now that he had command, the necessary 
discretion was wanting. At one time buBying 
dictatorial to those below bim, and at another sacn- 
ficing hia officers, so as to obtain favour with th® 
iion..comimssioned officers and sepoys. He had a 
great idea of hia own dignity ; and lived in fe.ir and 
ill-temper, that any of his juniors should dare to 
lessen it. Hia delight was a parade ground and 
orderly-room j and the Teneration with wbich he 
mentioned the Commander-iD-Chief and Adjutant- 
General was perfectly ludicrous. Indeed to speak 
against either of these always efficient individuals 
was treason of the deepest dje. 

His reception of me was cold and haughty. (To- 
waids hia Adjutant, Ids manner was dictatorial and 
overbearing. After asking if certain papers were 
ready for signature, he wished us good morning, and 
away we drove to tny future home. 

Tins I found to be a huge, flat-roofed house, once 
white-washed, with the usual number of pillars sup- 
]>ortiug the verandah*, all monldcd m that exquisite 
style of architecture peculiar to European houses m 
India. These pilhrs were more Or less broken, the 
mortar chipped off, ami altogether in perfect keeping 
with the exterior and miciiox of the house to which 
they belonged. 

On our driving up to the door, wo were welcomed 
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by the howling, baying, and bathing of dozens of 
cars, all of whom, attracted by the sonud of our 
\rheel3, left their masters for a moment, to see who 
the new-comers were. These were immediately fol- 
lowed by their masters, whose proposal for "Three 
cheers for Captain Squaretoes,” was interrupted by 
that officer’s roaring out, 

" Can you fellows manage to find room for Mr. 
ViUats?” 


** Oh, yes,” shouted n dozen voices, « lots of room , 
yon know we are not particular as to a shade j the 
iDore the merrier I Come along, Mr. Yillars." 
Hearing this, Squaretocs wished me good morn- 
and drove away, * 

•iftet replying to sundry questions regarding my 
prospects, means, the time I had been m the country, 
'i S.C, one youngster abruptly asked me ""What 
“S hopes of accommodatioa here might be T" for 

rail,,? 

can be^ building is called, 13 as (uU as it 

would iike b„t'tb“il’’T” 

fmn rr ‘ “ '» “ "“'re matter of 

lats ' don’t r"t"' 5°“""'“ at borne, Mr.’Vil- 

send a felle " oX' "““““r’ ““'I "" will 

” ThnnV- i> fot your traps.” 

T wniylil ^ Wphcd, " but if I inconvemcnce, 

I would rather not intrude.” 

i 0 intrusion, ’ gaid the jonns«*ter, “ we shall be 
rery glad to hare yen, y “ 


SS rtc^pr rroM 

precious tight (if Lut night, two fcIJo\rs «3fpt 
that painted thing they dignify hy the narco of 
their toes in each other's fhees ; nnd ns for ycuos 
j- amine there," pointing ton scry thin, gentlemanly 
looking Hd with cross belts on, at n ftw yards di* 
tance, "he toms in with the beer bottles " 

All tins tone Ijic noise going on was indcscnbablfi 
whilst the room was so filled with tobacco smoUi 
the result of twenty lighted cheroots all blazing away 
at once, ‘as to render every object indrstincfc at tff® 
yards away The camp table was covered with 
opened bottles of beer, half emptied tumblers, and 
cigar ends The spilt beet and cheroot asb all over 
the room, rendered the sitting room t>f “ Gnff’* 
Hall," not the cleanest or most comfortable place JB 
the world 

In this abode, tlic dresses of the young men flp 
pcared to be more cool than becomiDg, geaerally 
shirt sleeves and loose drawers, bnt eomelimes white 
trowsers. In one corner, was a young man hlowin? 
away at a comet-a piston, his efforts to make himself 
heard above the prevailing dm, causing his eyes to pro 
trade in a very painful manner Near him stood 
another lad, scraping away on the tioLd, counting 
time most carefully, his eyes never moving from a 
piece of beer stained mnsic pinned to the wall 
before him Bound these were a set of youngsters, 
holding in their hands brass basons, these ba'ons 
they beat with sticks, and at the same time roared 
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ont tlic cliora! ot a 50 ii„'; "aoing orclicstra,” as 
HiC) called the most infernal mdody. 

After getting more accustomed to tlie dim, rcll- 
pons light cau'cd by tobacco «moVe, I saw at some 
“l “ ‘'"= ftiutigstcr pointed out to me as Famine, 
in Ills shirt sleeves and cross belts, going 
long 1 the mnsbet dnll, under the superintendence 
“ fine, handsome loobin^ grenadier Sepoy-whoso 
Pmty of countenance was never rclaaed by the row 
“'“mil, or temper lost by the facetious remarks, and 
'“Ittcnt interruptions made by the cadets looking 


"Thir sahib kuro Order arms,” said the Sc. 
pot, for the tenth time 

u ^ Fomme,” cned oat sonic youncster 
uon t you hear, shoaWer anns 

Ian?\ "tint’s order! 

Iwcem'^ 1 ° “T 'J'Te""'": 1>= 

"'cecn order ’ and ■ shoulder ’ ” 

B“ buirrf S'™'’’” mt a third, "don’t 
manner' o®, 1“!; down m that reckless 

“ff'clioMteew" >"t” year 

to sell jour stln"/ 

raise the money ” 

wod?'be’betteMoT‘''"’-r"''°“w 
and to informtL , 

Sqaareloes, that LT" T'’” , 

tins very slim gentleman, or 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The tables, for there were four or five, were of 
all lieigbU and Uads ; each tied by the legs to tho 
other, as a means of heeptng it Mp. Round these 
sat the young fellows, amusing themselves with beer 
at tjflin, and brand) and water and banter at Douglas 
afterwards. This banter, or as they termed it cbafF- 
ing, appeared to me to consist chiefiy of personalities 
and impctUtient joVes at tbe poverty and poor outfit 
of “ Pamme,” or Douglas; and sneering at h« reserve 
and nnwiWmgness to join in fan," as they called 
mahmg a tow all day, dnnVing half the night, and 
tmmng their credit and constitutions. 

This joVmg -was too childish and personal to please 
me, and 1 felt inclined more than once to interpose j 
but when 1 considered it was no atTair of mine, but 
that Douglas was old and apparently sensible enough 
to put them down if he chose, X detettmued to hold 
my tongue and try, through the Adjutant ou the 
morrow, for other cjiuitets. 

As tho quantity increased, so did the 

persQUAhties, under which X could plainly ste poor 
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Dougin far from ra^r. At Ia*t lie rose from M 
clnir, and m o Joice at fint soiucwlnt ircmulooi 
from vixnlion, Iiut aftcrunrcls slcndj and clear, lit 
addrc««cd tlic partr tbu«, 

"^^cll, gentlemen, I Invc non for days b«B 
jmbject to jour remarks and attempts at wit 
onnot but Lnoir such arc nullier pleasant to bear, 
nor nlwass conccncd m the be*t taste; however, lei 
tint pan , I did not so much care ns long as we 
wen alone, but to dnj, with a new oflicer present, 
jou appear to have strained every rlTort to hold 
up to ndiculc, and to be amusing at my expense I 
etc nothing to be nshameil of in my outfit— that it w 
not as good or extravagant as others I allow, but no 
one IS the sufTcrer by that, except myself, moreover 
it ja enough and good As to the reason for my not 
joining 111 wliat you call fun, and waste my money, 
it IS because in the first place 1 dislike to do so, 
and in the next, I have not the means, for I am 
poor, and my father who has a large family to 
support, IS poorer Knowing this, gentlemen, I am 
unwillmg to enter into unncce«sary expenses, for I 
know not bow soon I may be called upon to render 
him assistance, and bad must the son be who 
wonld refuse such, because he could not find the 
means owing to bis shameful extravagance Now 
yet another thing, and I have done , my * pauperi'h 
appearance,’ as you facetiously term my being thin 
That 13 God’s determination, and as such not for 
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man to be mcrrr on , and as to m) education that is 
as good as )Our8 — it having b^cn conducted by a 
fellow of Ills college and no mean «cbolar." 

"But bow did 50U come to India?” interrupted a 
young fellow smoking away Ukc a steam engine. 
"Bid the parish send you?” 

"Ko” replied Douglas, not at all disconcerted 
by the abruptness and rndene^ of the qncstion 
**I did not put Ibe pariah to any expense on ray 
account Boor people can have rich friends, end 
I have some ncU enough off to pay ray passage, 
and now I think you know enough about me, and 
mine Ton. sec I am not ashamed of my poverty, 
or of being the sou of a poor man, so joke away 
as long as you like, you will not annov me, but 
be advised by me to be witty without being per* 
sonai 

After IhU explanation, Douglas rose high in the 
estimation oC hia hearers, and was, for some days 
after, free from impcrtmences and provocation , 
rriany now voted bun a capital fellow, and were 
raoking themselves quite agreeable wheii the bugles 
rang out the first call for evening parade 

Umform was put on, and the lot started away 
mounted on every sort of horse for the rendezvous 
I, being like a new boy at school, was not expected 
to attend to work for the first day or two , aud 
Was thus ere long left alone After some time 
passed lu thinking over all tlml had occurred, I 
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cletrrmined on slrollmg out townrils the cjt/» 

8C<* this fjr»fiinc(l pbc(^ I was <li«n{)poiHlcd 
(iniling nn}tlim" mign>ficcMt4 Sometimes m 
wanclcrctl on I would come across a handsome builii 
jng, hidden bjr mud huts and ajioilt b} red pajn* 
Tlicn the slrtets were narrow and dirt/> and rtn* 
dcrwl dangerous h/ the passing of great elephants, 
on whose baeVs was often seated a naked Urahmin, or 
still worse, etnngs of grumbling camels, laden snth ths 
fruits of distant Caubtil, or the much Jored but strong 
smelling nssafocteda, would block up the narrow waj 
Perhaps m some rather more open spot would 
be a "bowlcc” or well, with a flight of steps leading 
to the water Planted around were plantain, palm, 
and peepul trees, tbcir grateful shade being taken 
odrantago of bj dozens of Fakirs, or naked derotees, 
their ash covered bodies making one turn with 
disgust from othennse a plca«ing scene Drawing 
water, were girls whose forms, worthy of a Flazman, 
could hardly be said to be concealed by the thm 
drapery, gracefully thrown over them Onward I 
wandered, seeing Jiftle else but Drahmins, sacred 
bulls, and naked ash covered men— sometimes some 
Mussulmen wonld pass me, swaggenng m tinsel and 
long hair Thus I went until darkness warned me 
to return, and retracing my steps, soon after I was 
one of twenty prepanng myself for mess 

I found the mess very differently conducted from 
the only one I bad hitherto known. Here all was 
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quiet and gentlemauly. Z\ca. tUc lUirty or forty 
griffs seemed to be under some restraint, and kept 
their familiar jokes eiUiet (or Ibcit own hearing, 
or (or more congenial momenta. Dinner passed 
over somewhat silently, nor did the tongues 
begin to wag until the cloth removed, -brandy 
and water with cbetoots were m use. Some of 
the conversation was teaUy good and on scientific 
subjects, but most of it touched upon horses and 
dogs — ^aniT as each, having some of these, thought 
he must bo a judge, the differences of opinion wcio 
great and numerous, 1 made a capital listener, 
and was beginning to wonder if ever a man possessed 
a good horse, and uot ** a regular screw,'* when my 
silence was broken by having to answer the question 
of a Captain Hames, who wished to know “if I had 
yet bought a horse ?’* 

“No,” I replied 

“ Then I can suit you at any figure you like,'* 
said llainca 

"Thank yon,” I said; "but if I am to judge by 
Bill I hear, there arc no sound horses to be had , all 
seem screws” 

"I, said the Captain, looking great things; 
"keep no screws, no mau can say I stick him, a 
man may tonje ani y,uy Itom me if ho likes, but he 
will never find a screw—** 

"Kcallyl” mtenupted Captain Sqnaretoes **X 
don’t know what yoa might coiU. that brute you lent 
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me to ride at tlic artillery inspection, but my bones 
ached through tlio weakness of his back sinews for 
months afterwards," 

""WHiy with your weight what horso could be 
expected to gallop over ploughed fields ?" ’aaked 
Ilaiiies. Then again taming towards me, he said, 
“Horses in India ate not so strong as in England, 
but much cheaper; so if you want one, I would 
advise you to see a horse I have, before some one else 
gets it " 

As be coutvDued to praise his horses, I began to 
think they were superior aod had none of those ills 
to which horse flesh is heir ; however, I declined for 
the present having a hora<^ giving as my reason, 
that I was somewliat hard put to lor cash. 

“Olf, don’t let that bother you," replied the 
gallant Captain; “if you like to buy my horse, you 
can have lots of time to pay in. ‘Will you come 
over to my house and look at him ?" This I de- 
clined doing until next day, as I was too tired. 
Finding another youngster as tired as myself, wd 
left for Griffs' Hall. 

I found my camp-bed put up in a corner, looking 
comfortable enough; Jjut had scarcely been asleep 
an hour, before I was awoke by the practical jokes 
of my brother officers ; who, having returned from 
mess more or less tipsy, were amusing themselves by 
turning my bed and myself over on to the floor. 
Finding they were dronii I took it good temperedly. 
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and IbcTcby got nd of tbem Tnthout much trou 
then slept soundly uiUil the bugles sounded 
moTOiDg parade and dnll. 

Ere long, I nas practising “nglit about fac 
being told by the Sergeant, drilling me, “ to put 
ball of the toe against the 'eel of the left fut ; t 
■ffbeel a full circle to the right, and bring the ’ce 
the right fut sharp into its position as it was afot 
*11118 I found no easy matter to do, and was stagg 
ngin my cfForU when the drill Mas dismissed. 

On roj road home, I mos accosted by Capt 
Hame«, who renewed the previous Tuesday cvemn 
conveT«alion regarding the horse , and at his requ 
I went to his stables. 

There were a good many anim'ils, chiefly ponu 
from oat of which he selected a chestnut, " as t 
sort fot rac ” (1 having previously told him that 
bktd a horse to be w little impetuous ) After tryii 
him and approving, wc came to terms, which we 
these—that 1 was to pay one hundred rupees, h 
down, and the balance lu two mcftiths A sadd 
and bridle being pui on him, I rode home, please 
with my ba^am 

Tlie fifty rupees were sent by the groom, wt 
accompanied me fut the purpose of taking bac 
again his master's saddle and bridle, and T ai 
nonneed my having become the owner of a quadrupe 
to the luhabitauta of the ‘Warxen, or Gnff 
Hall, who simnlkaneously rushing to the door, gav 

TOL. I. n 
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their opinions pretty freely concerning "the bmte," 
ns they were pleased to term him 

"I knoir him” s-iid one, "Haines sold him to 
Tou didn t he ?” 

I answered him m the oflirniatiTe 
“tVell,” he eontinned, "Haines sold him once 
before to young Gnmes for one hundred and tirenty, 

tent at r f Gnm^ 

went airaj . Ju,t joa 

over rough ^nnd, for he doesn’t L, but turns 
somefanlls Nothing, oojer standing on his head 
mid roUing OTcr on to his tail, ,n,is him " 

This seas a pleasing descnpt.on of my ralnablo 

lTma:.’er:t rsTn lt'a“'w".‘ t"' h” 

in my estimation •''“"^considerably 
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of officers j "hui wliose petty dealings an3 love of 
over-Tcacliing, render them better adapted for Holy- 
well Street— owing to their fondness for sliching 
another officer with a horse, or persuading him into 
baying something utterly useless, at a price far 
above its, market valne. Many a youngster finds 
the first trammels of debt, and perhaps hopes to 
emancipate himself from difficolties by doing the 
same thing. To my certain knowledge, this Haines 
increased his monthly pay very considerably by the 
mere sale of ponies and horses to such griffs as were 
sent up to do duty ; his plan being to porebase two 
or three animals at a time in the bazaar, and haring 
improved looks by a little grooming, sell them to 
the first comer at an enormous per centage above 
tbe price given by him, warranting them perfect in 
every respect. Many of bis brother officers were 
folly aware of his doings, and though they often 
spoke strongly on the subject, yet I never saw one 
willing to take up tbe cndgels for the sake of the 
youngsters; or were th^ the least hit less friendly 
to this gallant Captain— Sodangor though ha 
vras. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

The next morning, the whole of us joungsters 
talked over my affair with Haines, and Tinous tales 
were told of the means lesotled to by him for making 
money. Besides that of selbng hordes, guns, pic- 
tures, watches, or indeed anything saleable, he did a 
little banking on bis own account, lending at 
enormous interest, and imitating the ^haTeholders of 
the hanks of the coantiy generally, by being satisfied 
with personal security, and not allovnng a nctim 
to escape from his clutches until nothing mote 
could be extracted 

It appeared that all but Douglas, better known os 
famine, had in one way or another contributed to 
swell his gains, and he alone escaped, by his poverty, 
having refused m the first instance to buy a horse 
from Haines, but to look about and see if he could 
not find one cheaper. This he succeeded in doing, 
and ever since that, became a mark of special dislike 
to Captain Haines , a matter of very little conse- 
quence to Douglas, whose love of fair dealing and 
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open lie'\rleflnes‘>, would have been, in any ca<fP, an 
elTectml bar to anything hie fellowship between 
hira and Hame'« 

Some Ilajali living acro«!s the river offered us a 
dav’s hunting in lus grounds, and we determined to 
tahe advantage of it, so hog «pears were in great 
request, we being told that the deep gra^s round 
the grounds and along the nver had some wild pig 
lU it 

A day being fixed, and all ready, away we went, a 
motley crew — each man with a great «pear in hw 
land, and mounted on every conceivable hind of 
aotse, from the old blood Arab, down to the ambling 
Tattoo A.S wo neared the ferry, we were addressed 
by a gentleman wearing a great deal of muslin round 
hi3 nech, and dre^^ed in «>ombre garments, who 
turned out to be a missionary, being ■'ent out to 
convert the heathen, and thought perhaps that the 
wild set before his eyes, were as much in need of 
conversion as anv Probably he was right, and 
though his lecture was received good tempcredly, and 
with three cheers, yet it did miVe an impression on 
some, who considered the missionary not far wrong, 
when he told ns plainly, ** That of all days in the 
wceh, the Sabbath was not the one to have chosen 
for hog hunting," adding, **that the sport was very 
dangerous, and we all fir too young to kuow anything 
about it *’ 

The lecture had not the elTect of stopping us , and 
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wo proceeded across Ihe river, reconciling, as we 
best could, the bad deed to our consciences; the 
peat excuse being that Suiidaj was ouronljf holiday, 
all other days being occupied in drill and parades. 

Our sport did not attain the extent of our hopes. 
The first four hours being worn away in beating 
backwards and forwards through the jungle. At 
length, “Tally ho,” “Gone away,*' was heard from 
the right, and instantly every horse was galloping in 
that direction. Tlie grass being very high and 
growing in lumps, it prot'cd a very difficult matter 
to get along at any pace; but soon the country 
became more open, and there sure enough was a pig 
mulling for dear life, about five hundred yards in 
advance. The sight was the signal for a general 
shout, and a general plnuging of spurs into the 
' sides of the already dead beaten horses. The faster 
the pig went, the more the spurring, until at last 
broken ground and failing strength, had the usual 
effect on animals such as these; viz: by scattering 
horses and riders in different positions, and with 
more or less injury, on Mother Earth. The few, 
better mounted, succeeded in spearing the boar, 
which offered no resistance, bat was, in my belief, 
the property of some of the villages close round. 
This idea at that time though, could not for an 
instant be allowed, and (that is those who had 
done the gallant deed, and not been thrown or 
bruised) went home rejoicing;, only to find ourselves 
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wcU \augVed at at mws, aad catteii “ a paicd oC 
gnffs.” 

The converaalion at this place had lately clmngcd 
from horse and dog to war, which now seemed to 
threaten, as the papers were full of reports of in\ a- 
sion from the Sikhs. Indeed, for some tunc, it was 
believed that an engagement had actuall) taken 
place on the frontier ; and oh 1 how anxiously did 
each heart heat with the desire to have an oppor* 
tonity of seeing service. How ever) daj, ns the 
reports came ofteoer and war more certain, did we 
joangsters wish we might bo posted to regiments on 
the frontier, and )cl earn a name, instead of idling 
our lime here, and "doing goo«eslep, cursing 
Sergeant Jones,” But time wore on. Orders were 
issued for concentrating our troops, but no vacancies 
filled up So we lived on hope, and eontinucd to 
keep bull dogs, smoke cheroots, and dnnk brandy and 
water at the WarTen. 

About this time I received a letter from home , a 
long, kind note from my sister EUa She told me 
that there had been an awful scene between Henry 
and the Governor, about money, but that my 
mother had so taken the part of Henry, as to make 
the old gentleman again agree to Henry’s wishes, 
and pay off debts That my sister Jane had had 
a proposal of marriage Jiom old Davis, who got 
a flea in his ear for his paius. Then, that old Lewis, 
my first school master, had been arrested by the 
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butcher, nnd vraa now in the county jai], with the 
scliool broken up. •* No doubt,” she added, ” greatly 
to. the delight of the boys and neighbourhood 
generally; whose fruit trees will now have a fair 
chauce.” -Winding up her long, and interesting 
letter with ** how often, dearest Philip, do I think 
I can see you, looking so handsome in your uniform 
sitting under palm trees, with a native holding a 
liaudsome umbrella over your head, whilst you 
dispense justice.” 


This last sentence was loo mneh for me, and I 
roared, until mj sides ached srith laughter. The 
idea of my heing buttoned up to the chin in a red 
jacket, and with a great stitf stock on, ruralizing 
and diatribuling jusliee— all the surrounding niggers 
clapping their hands with pleasure at my decisions. 
The dear girl was like many others, not alone of her 
sez, hut of Engh’sh people generally, in a most perfect 
state of ignorance regarding India, and of the means 
emplojea for its government. Her ideas were 
chiefly formed from the few lines „f description 
given to this magnificent country in modem geo 
graphics, and also from a Worked screen in the 
drairing room of St. Helens-in which, worked on a 
bnlhant ground of intense green, with a very vellow 
and red sky, were palm frees of all sizes with ilden 
frait, looking like apples, three to each tree. 
Under the largest of these palms, was standing a man 
in a turban, surrounded by others, who supported 
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a panchutc over him The intense green TepTe«cnto3 
tropical vegetation, while the <li«tant mountains with 
white tops, were supposed to be the Ilimalavi. 

As the mail was just going out, I immctliatcly 
answered it, informing her of the dilTcrence between 
a Bengal cinhan, and a Bengal subaltern. The 
former, being the distributer of justice, or what 
13 intended as such, living m clover, and not under 
palm trees , whilst the latter was a fellow dressed up 
in a red jachet for a goodlj portion of liis existence, 
and passing it on tlie parade ground, receiving as 
a reward, more bcls than half pence, commonly 
called monVeys’ aUowance 
Old Lewis being shut np was a source of joy, 
and I concluded my letter with the Jiind insh that 
he might never be emancipated 

At length the wished for postings nmred, and 
Hound myself pbced as fourth cn«>ign in the 7Cth 
Begunent Bengal Native Infantry, and directed to join 
immediately— the regiment being stationed in the 
North ‘West, and one whee honorary distinctions and 
colours shewed how often in Indian history had 
this regiment home part There were many of us 
posted at the same time, aod as most of the regiment 
having vacancies, were at tiiat time on the frontier, 
the greater part went that way — our passage being 
taken and arranged for by the Slajor of Bngade, m 
a steamer proceeding from this city to Allahabad 
IVc were all placed under charge of an officer. 
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when who should thjsbc^bulCaptnm IlninMl whose 
talents haritig been drM»vcred bjr Ilis dlxccllcncy, he 
was placed in the Commissariat Department, where 
no donbt he succeeded in firing satisfaction to the 
Government and himself also. 

Among the party, going under Haines, was besides 
mjsclf, Douglas and Trevor. The latter, a wild, 
violent young fellow, bnt always good*tem|>ercd 
and amusing. Wo three determined, as soon &s 
reaching Allahabad, to travel together towards the 
Hortl^•^Yc«t, and strain every nerve to be in timo 
for any action tliat might occur. Now report had 
become a certainty, as the Sikhs had crossed the 
Sutlej, and an engagement ei))cctcd every day. 
Indceil, now though very late in the day, prepare, 
tions lo.tneet the danger were being made, and large 
bodies of troups which had been stationed at Meerut 
during the hot weather, bad received orders to move 
northwards. 

Tlic general orders were full of orders for construct- 
ing divisions and brigades ; sod with some of these. 
Lord Ilardlnge was marching to the relief of 
Pcrozeporc, which place appeared to be at the 
mercy of the enemy. All these things combined, 
made us feel sure that war was inevitable; and each 
hour was counted, from the time we left Benares 
until the arrival at Allahabad. 

Tile trip between these two cities was almost 
barren of incident. Captain Haines made himself 
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very dissgrecable to all To Douglas and myself 
m particular, eo inuclj so, as to can^e Colonel 
Cantor, who was also a passenger, to remark that 
lie appeared to forget **wc were equally officers 
with him«elf” To which Haines did not deign a 
reply ^ 

lor the first few days of our \oyngc upwards, 
things went smoothly enough As the weather was 
cool, ererfonc remained under the aw mug on deck. 
The ladies reading and working, the gentleman 
doing “sammj,” which I may explain to thc^un- 
initiated as meaning avil There were daily small 
rows among the youngsters or griffs as they were 
always termed, but these nc%cr led to anything 
serious— until one day a couple of ensigns were 
going to have a duel, on the steamer coming to 
anchor for the night This coming to the ears of 
the captain of the ycssel, he mentioned the fact to 
Captain Haines, who ‘‘was not going to interfere 
m these matters, but let the youngsters settle it 
These were his words 

The ship Captain not being satisfied, reported the 
subject to Colonel Cantor, who, calling the young 
stecs before him, ashed them both to promise to do 
nothing of tl e sort, and after some time, and with 
no little difficulty, made them both shake hands, 
and endeavour to forget that they had intended, 
ere that day was done, to try and commit murder 
The cause of the row was as absurd as are almost 
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olwnvs the caiuM of ctcry row. It nppcarcd thnt 
rnsigii Smith liad coHcil the pet hull-dog of liiisign 
Jones, "ftti uglj brute, niul not worth the rope it 
would take to hang him." This taused n retort 
in somewhat the same style to be passc-d on n squint- 
eyed cur, the property of Kii*ign Smith. Tlic wordy 
war soon waxed fast and furious, and leaving the 
dogs, went to their masters, who informed each 
other that they were "awful scoundrels," and the 
lie was bandied about so frequently, that nothing 
under pistols for two and colTcc for one, the survivor 
to drink the cofTce, would efface the stain. 

The river being very low, it took us some time 
reaching Allahabad, as we frequently were aground; 
and then, after getting off the sand bank, had to 
rctraee our steps and try another cliannel. How- 
ever, notwithstanding all dcla)s and drawbacks, we 
at length arrived at the junction of the rivers 
Jumna and Ganges, and ere long found ourselves 
fastened alongside tho bank under the fort. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

This Allahabad seemed to me a wonderful place. 
Budfc on the junction of two immense river«, one, 
the Holj Gunga, rolling on towards the sea, its 
waters stained with mud and filth; whilst to the 
left was the Jumna, clear as a loohng glass, and 
only separated (com the Ganges by a strip of low 
land, tunning to a point where the rivers meet. The 
banhs were covered with temples, and standing in 
the^e Waters, were Uuodeeds of persons, many of 
them pilgrims, who had come many hundred miles 
to hathe m the sacred nver. Men, women, and 
children, all more, nt teas v-sks/i, t'j/ge.O.’/i’: 

promi'cnously, and intent in adoration of their 
deity. Along the hauLs were dying persons— brought 
down on their ebarpoys or hght bamboo beds, and 
left just deep cnon^ in the water to cause the 
least nse to wash the whole away. Kear these, 
were groups of persons gathered round the burning 
corpse of a reLitire, when reduced to ashes, this 
would be cost into the holy stream. 
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Close to our steamer were numerous beautiful girls, 
filling their eathem pots with water, and bathing; 
their dress being but little more ftian Tenus possessed 
on her exit from the deep. "We remained gazing at 
this last group some time, and then proceeded to 
the Major of Brigade for orders, nud tb get our dawbs 
laid for the Upper Provinces. This we found could 
not be done for three days ; so many dawks having 
lately been running, as to have knocked up all the 
bearers. "We were recommended waiting that time 
at the Dak Bungalow, and seeing no means of 
getting onwards, we resolved to do so, and pro- 
ceeded to that habitation for the purpose. 

This bungalow, like almost all of its class, was a 
disgrace to the builders, and far too small to afford 
the necessary accommodation for what it was intended, 
viz : a house for travellers. This mud resting-place 
had no glazed doors, but only Venetian blinds j 
consequently, in the hot weather it was scarcely 
habitable, owing to heat and flies. Inside was far 
worse than the exterior, everything more or less 
dirty and broken. The fomilnre, consisting of one 
broken, camp-table and two broken chairs, were, I 
should imagine, picked up at a sale of fire-wood. 
The charge for using this house, was to each person 
composing a party (even a man and his wife paying 
separately), one rupee. The payment being the 
same whether you occupied the best, f. e., the only 
room, or went shares with the mosquitoes in the 
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endowed part of the verandab, called a batlnng- 
toom. Also there was no difference of charge for 
tettvainmg twentj-four boun or one minute The 
attend nice vraa one «cr\ant, who supplied the 
staned fowl, dirty cloth, and lead spoons for a 
con»idcnble profit, and expected a hnxis into the 
bargain There were other servants, such ns Bhccstic 
and Mhcler, who only shewed themselves when a 
traveller departed, nnd then it was m the hopes of 
receiving also a present. These exorbitant charges 
and shameful treatment would not he allowed to 
continue m any other country but India. In tliat 
part of the world, no one interferes, complainta go 
unhccdal, and eo long as the revenue is improved, 
It matters httlc about the means adopted 

At each of these bungalows is a book kept, with 
date of arrival, amount paid, and remarks This 
latter part is generally fJlcd with facetiic and grum- 
blings The first directed at the table-attendant, 
and the last with specimens of anger at the dirt, 
charges, and general imposition 

Having three days to amuse ourselves, we deter- 
mined to be as comfortable as possible The bun- 
galow being full, were obliged to hire a tent, 
which we pitched under the shadow of a tree within 
the Dik Bungalow Compound For this (shade, I 
anppo«e), we had afterwards to pay at the rate of one 
rupee each per diem • total, eighteen shillings foj 
three days Poor extravagant subalterns, this u 
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you throw your moo^ away I Of course, all 
the sights of Allahabad were seen ; the fort, with the 
splendid monolith, on which are letters even yet un- 
deciphered. In the fort is an under-ground passage, 
the which we explored as far as possible, onr way 
being disputed by bats, whose slumbers were dis- 
turbed by our entrance. The fort was like that of 
Calcutta, full of shot piled up in immense heaps, and 
guns laying in rows all over the square. The field- 
officer’s quarters were very comfortable, overlooking 
the clear waters of the Jamna; but at this time, 
nobody, excepting an officer with a guard, resided in 
the fort. This officer and guard ore relieved weekly 
from one of the Infantry regiments stationed in can- 
tonments. 

At last our daks were laid and ready ; so having 
our already scanty purses considerably diminished 
by the heavy charges made for the use of the bun- 
galow tree and attendance, we started towards our 
regiments, and after a day and night of jolting and 
smother arrived at Oawnporc. 

The staging bungalow was full of travellers, so 
we sat all day in our palanquins, placing them on the 
shady side of the verandah; for tliis wc were, 
charged one rupee each. Strange that a govern- 
ment, governing so many people, and generally so 
liberal, could afford lo risk its fair name for such a 
trifle. The thieves were so bad in this station, that a 
sharp look out was absohxtcly necessary on one’s 
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boics. Indeed, some Lran poU tied on to my 
patVee had been cat away and stolen during the 
short portion of night remaining after ouram'al. 
On complaining to the head of the police on the 
subject, I was informed tliat I ought to have lured 
chowVedars or watchmen, or >n other words base 
paid black mail, as the chbwVcdats arc all ihicNcs. 

This 1 was told was done by c\ery one residing in 
Cawnporc According to the size of the house oc- 
cupied, so were the number of thief watclimcn, 
greater or smaller, it was the only way^to prevent 
being robbed. The expense of paying these fcllovrs 
must be a serious Uem, in the monthly expenditure of 
a poor «uba\tem. QnlT, though I was, thinks I to 
tny'eU, "there moat be a screw loose somewhere, 
and the sooner the police and their toasters ate kicked 
out, the better.” 

"NYhilst waiting here for a few hour^ rest, we re- 
ceiTed the news of our first meeting with the enemy 
at Moodhee The account was from one of the 
papers, so we hoped that it was'incorrcct, and the 
victory more decided than it seemed to be It 
appeared that our small force, escorting the 
Governor General had been taken completely by 
surprise, and that (though it was well known that 
the enemy had crossed the nver, and were en 
trenched somewhere not fat off) we marched along ag 
usual, and had been called from preparations foe 
breakfast by the cry of the ♦‘Enemy are upon us " 
VOL. I. I 
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Wo were IiMlily *“ ““1 

tl.o cnomy, 'vho tougU m well, irill.m o very short 

distance ot our camp. To this we relorned after the 
battle, Jarkness setting in, and thus separating the 
combatants, both of whom claimed a victory. The 
vietory; if such it could he called, was dearly pur- 
chased by many valuable lives. « 

*' The enemy,” the paper added, are still in force 
near us, and most likely, ere this, have received the 
reward due to their temerity ’in thus invading oui 


territories” 

Among the slain, I observed an officer of my own 
regiment} and now that war bad octoally commenced^ 
every moment’s delay in my joining them, appeareu* 
to me to be vexatious; and anxiously did I hope 
to be with them before another action took place. 
In this I was disappointed, for on arriving at Meerut, 
an account came of another frightful battle, in whicTi 
our army had done wonders, and taken abnost all 
the guns of the enemy; but the victors were cer- 
tainly in a worse plight than the vanquished, who 
lud retreated at their ease to another position on 
the river. My re^roent bad again been severely 
handled, and was mentioned in high terms in the 
despatches. Among the killed was the Colonel, one 
Captain and a Subaltern, with three more wounded. 
It appeared that they, as well as the rest of the 
army engaged, had marched from Moodkee towards 
FerozepOre, being joined en route by a large force 
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-Qntlci Sit John LiltlcT, S^c , S.c. Their inarcli was 
unQppQ«ed, and led for the first four miles over tlic 
field of Moodkcc. On emerging from some jungle, they 
were met by a fearful fire of grape and round shot ; the 
result of coming unexpectedly on the stoutly dii- 
ticnched Sikhs To charge Ihc^e heavy guns, and to 
reply to them by ^lur Horse Artillery six-pounders, was 
the work of an :n'»tant , and soon the battle became 
funous notwithstanding wonderful feats of valout 
performed by all arms, the cavalry charging up and 
into the cDcmics* entrenchments, jet all seemed 
useless, and men despaired of being able to drive 
the enemy feem their position. All day had the 
deadly stnfe continued, and the short space inter- 
vening between us and the enemy, was strewed with 
dead and dying, the ground being literally red 
with blood, when night closed on the scene and the 
heavy firing became less '‘trong Again and again, 
did our brave fellows charge the gnus that mowed 
them down by hundreds as they lay on the ground , 
only knowing their position by the direction of the 
shot, and the light of the fired piece, as it shone 
through the darkness of that miserably cold night. 
Moming broke, and the combat was ended, for the 
Sikhs had retired "Why, none could tell , but some 
said they feared a movement we made towards 
Tcrozepore, was for the purpose of outflanking them, 
and therefore they withdrew, taking with them a 
force of cavalry. This was never once used, and 
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yet TTOs sufGcient to have swept every man of onr 
force off the face of* the earth. To this, succeeded 
days of miserable wet and cold; and as soon as 
practicable, the remnants of the British force moved 
away from Feroshali, and taking up a position 
near the Sikh army, in anxiety awaited the arrival 
of the lleernt force. e 

The accounts received of the agony endured by 
all, owing to thirst during this long combat, were 
dreadful to read. The wells, though full of dead 
bodies, were surrounded by men, half maddened with 
thirst and despair, anxious to obtain one mouthful of 
the blood-stained liquid. Here all distintcions of 
rank were lost, aud officer and men could be seen 
scrambling for the envied prize. 

On the retreat of the enemy, there were found 
in their camps and entrenchments some cart-loads 
of supplies, consisting of wine, brandy, beer, hams, 
and other things; the property of the mess of a 
Native Infantry Regiment. These carts had an officer 
placed over each, and their contents were distributed 
among the British Army; the Commander himself 
receiving a bottle of beer as his share. This op- 
portune finding something fit to drink, was said by 
some, to have been the saving of many a man; and 
yet, it was not until a very long time afterwards — 
years I believe— that the gallant regiment were 
reimbursed for the loss; end that, not until a re- 
presentation of the whole case was made in England. 
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^0 3elay, longer than could he avoided, Tvas 
aUovred at Meerut, and wc pustiwl on for Kurnant, 
which, as wc were detained some time, I had full 
leisure to ob«cr\e, 

The station had once hecn one of the largest 
cantonments up country, hut proving unhealthy, 
owing to a canal being brought through it, tho 
troops were tahen away, and now all that remained 
to show its tgimcr state, was in\n — splendid hou^c^, 
with the doors and windows talcn out, and nearly 
unroofed — racket-court, theatre, and barrack*, all 
tumbling down, indeed it appeared like a city of 
the dead, sileut and almost deserted A few Euro* 
pcan barrack women wandering about, who, being 
the wives and daughters of soldiers, had been left 
in depdts here, whilst their husbands and fathers 
were with their regiment on service Poor women ! 
they appeared to lead but a wretched life of jl, and 
could be heard scolding each other from one end 
of the place to the other 

Soon after arrival, we went in search of the post- 
master, jn the hopes of his being able to lay our 
dawk on further, but this he told us was impossible, 
as, owing to the war, all tho bearers had bolted, nor 
could ho give ns ^xvj assistance in finding our way 
onwards, simply stating "that he did not think it 
possible, that some had tned, but were forced to 
go back again, ’ and adding for our comfort that 
owing to the confusion madental to war, many bad 
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characters were on the road, and robberies of daily 
occurrence.” There was also another bit of news we 
received from him, which, was to this effect : that 
officers were so much -in request, that even griffs 
held a respectable position ; and that the services of 
every available officer bad been called for, and most 
of them were to join head-quarters at Government 
expense. The latter portion of the intelligence was 
of no interest to us, as we had to pay onr own ex- 
penses ; but the thing that now remained for ns to do, 
was to leave Xurnaul and get on. 



THE MUTINIES IN OUDIl. 


119 


CHAPTETl XVn. 

On retorning to the Dawk Bungalow wc helcl a 
council, and had determined on leaving some of ont 
small boxes, and palkces, under charge of the khid> 
mutgae at the Staging Bungalow, purchasing a stout 
pony, on which was to be loaded a light pair of 
boxes, containing such clothes as wc might requite j 
and then, with the help of pony and onr own legs, 
get over about twenty miles each day, until we 
reached our destination The road being dangerous, 
and the country by no means free from the enemy, 
we determined on being well armed, and to keep 
away from the villages as much as possible. 

The^e arrangemenU seemed perfect, and we 
prepared to put them into execution, when all 
plans were upset by the entry of the bungalow 
servant, who informed ns "that if we required a 
servant to proceed upwards with us, there was a 
good man outside" information was gladly 

received, and an order for the new servant’s admit- 
tance was given. 
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The man’s appearance was not in his favour ; there 
was a hang-dog expression about his features that 
made me* suspect him ; but keeping my suspicions 
to myself, agreed with my companions, that it 
was absolutely necessary we should have somebody 
to interpret for us, for none of us could speak one 
word of the language. This seemed just the sort 
of fellow we required. His knowledge of Engh'sh 
was sufficient for him to understand us, and to 
reply in a style of Ms own, not having any particular 
regard to pronunciatiou or grammar. He had 
another recommendation, which was generally agreed 
as being of doubtful advantage; viz: of being, as be 
called himself, ^‘Very good Christian man.” Now, 
we had been long enough in the country, (and 
residence at Benares besides), to know that such 
natives as were Christians, were not always of the 
hest sort; hut resorted to that religion, either for 
mercenary purposes, or because their own was tired 
of them. So his statement of being " a very good 
Christian man” was doubted, and not considered 
indispensable to his becoming our servant. 

A fourth was now added to our councils, in the 
person of the " Good Christian,” who rejoiced in the 
name of Francis. Oar plans were not his plans; and 
ere long, we agreed to bis arrangements, which were 
these. "That the strong pony should, as first ar- 
ranged, be purchased, and that along with the two 
light boxes we slung on each side, should go the Beal 
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Chrisllan j Uiat car other boxes anti palkces jhoulil 
be left in the godown of the Dawb Bungalow, where 
they would be under the charge of the house 
chowledar, or watchman; and tliat finally, each 
of ns should bay a pony, as tins would enable us 
to go a greater distance each day.*’ This was done 
at once, the Good Cliriatian arranging crcrjthing; 
even to purchasing the ponies, which were good 
enough of their kind, and infinitely cheaper than the 
gallant Captain llaincs would have parted witli them. 

The contents of the botes on the pony were 
some spare papers, uniform (the full dress), barring 
the fire bucket, epaulettes being always worn,” so 
the Chnslian said, and warm clotiimg; outside was 
slang a tea-pot, kettle, frying pan, and cooking pot, 
the whole thing looking very business hke— »and on 
the second day from out amvaV at Kumaul iwe 
started. Famine, Trevor, and myself in front, 
mounted ou our pomes, and dressed m red jackets, 
over these as the morning was very cold wc placed 
our great coats. In a bell round our waists we 
placed pistols j and the Christian rode behind on the 
strong pony, perched high up above tlie boxes and 
cooking utensils, on a pile of blankets, which were 
intended for our use in the night time, kicking his 
animal along with his heels, and looking quite 
formidable voth a trooper’s great sword dangling at 
his side. 

Travelling idl day, brought us to some village about 
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thirty miles from Kumaul; and here we resolved 
to pass the night. So whilst the Christian canght 
the fowls, cut their throats, and cooked them ; we 
bought corn and grass for the ponies, rubbing them 
down ourselves after the most approved style— de- 
priving them of water until they were in a fit state to 
receive itj and hy the time these things were 
finished, and the animals properly fastened up for 
the night, with bull dogs, (which, by the bye, I 
forgot to mention were also of our party), each 
owning one, chained to a tent peg near, we directed 
our steps to where bubble aud savourj smell, told of 
dinner preparing. This was soon disposed of, and 
after some cheroots, and brandy and water, we 
turned into our blankets for the night; sleeping 
soundly, notwithstanding the hardness of our mat- 
tress, which was the mud floor of the Serai, or 
open square, with a tolerable shelter from the, sun 
and tain — set apart in most villages aud towns for 
the use of travellers. 

An early breakfast, and we were again on the 
road, meeting many persons, who held out to us 
terrible views of the country we had yet to pass 
through. Indeed, from their accounts, it appeared 
quite a miracle how they had escaped being robbed 
or murdered by thieves and Sikhs. Concerning 
these latter, the wayfarers appeared in great dread, 
and declaied most positively that they had in both 
battles had the best of the day; and were now only wait- 
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ing for reinforcements prcpiratory to taking Pelhi, 
tticn Calcntta anci London. 'Ihis city they imagined 'svas 
no great (li«tance from Calcutta; their knowledge 
of geography leading them to suppose that llic 
country which supplied ao many while faces, could 
scarcely be anj very great distance away. ' 

Our evening’s meal was improved by the addition 
of game which we shot along the road j and after 
the usual smoke, turned in and slept soundly. The 
next day’s march led through villages ; many of 
which were entirely deserted, nothing being Ich in 
them but hungry looking panah dog«, who, em- 
boldened by hunger, disputed the evening’s meal 
With onr hull dogs. These revenged themselves on 
one poor wretch by depriving him of life. From 
travellers wc were led to suppose that from this our 
road vias unsafe, and that we bad better be on our 
guard. This wc resolved to be, and m which pur- 
pose, it was agreed that each should watch for three 
hours while the others slept. This, with the bull 
dogs, was considered quite sufficient precaution. 

Tlic Ilca\ Chnstian was decidedly nervous, and 
more than once on the journey proposed a retreat ; 
but this could never be thought of, so he was forced 
to accompany us. Hw alarm at the least sound m 
the jungle, tlirough which our road lay, being too 
great to conceal. 

The next day’s march was a sad trial for his 
feelings, 03 wc met nobody to tell how things were 
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going on in front, besides passing close to the road- 
side the bodies of two men, whose mangled forms 
showed their death had been violent. There being no 
village near, we passed the night under a tree; our 
poor horses only getting grass, which we managed 
to cut for them with onr pocket knives ; our food 
being game which we had shot on the road. As the 
brandy was finished, we took the cigars without ; and 
two of the party turned in whilst the other and a 
bull dog kept watch. It was my turn for guard 
next, and I had been peering into the darkness for 
some two honrs, when my canine companion com- 
menced a low growl, which warned me of danger 5 I 
was on my feet in an instant, and seeing something 
moving in front, called out, ‘'"Who are yoo?’^ in 
nindostani. At the same time awaking my com- 
panioos ; the voice dislnrbed tbe whole camp, and 
the dogs by their harking and togging at their chains, 
showed they were ready for any, fray. Not so the 
Christian, who, on the first alarm, bolted clean away 
from the whole party. 

The reply to my “ Kon hai,” who arc you ? was 
given in a wild tremulous tone by a wretched-looking 
native, having a blanket over him; who, rushing up 
to me, and nearly into Tiger's mouth, began crying 
and saying, "Oh, Sahib I oh. Sahib I” and a great 
deal more, which wc were unable to understand. 
Desiring him to be silent, and quieting the dogs, we 
searched for our interpreter, when, lo and behold. 
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lie vras not. So we Oitl onr best to comprehend the 
nncipected vuitor without him. As far as we coutd 
understaml, it appeared that he and three otliera 
had started that mommg from "W'udncc, (oar next 
march), and proceeded scTctal miles on the road 
when thej were nlt.nchcd bjr a band of Dacoils, who 
robbed and murdered hw companions; he escaping 
m the confusion into the jmiglc, through which he 
wandered, trying to find the road to Kurnaul, 
which he had just succeeded m doing, when he was 
arrested by myself. 

Uis «tory made ua all detcrroinc to keep watch for 
the remainder of the nigbt, which 1 cm ashamed to 
say was very badly performed, for we contioually 
nodded, whilst our ^silor, fccUng secure under our 
protection, slept soundly until day*brcak. 

Towards morning, as I was half asleep and half 
awake I thoaght I heard a footstep, and called tlie 
dog* a attention to , (for be was sleepy, too ) His 
growl, prolonged and low, told me I was right , and 
as the light became a bltle more distinct, I recog- 
nized, creeping towards us, no one less than our 
own servant, the Real Chnstiau , who hearing the 
dogs growl, felt reassured, and confideiit that the 
whole party had not been murdered 

An early breakfast was cooked and eaten, and 
after that, the Chnstiaa well thrashed by Trevor, for 
bolting away at the alarm (It being a bitterly cold 
morning, Trevor dedated the thrashing, besides 
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doing llio good for the future and keeping Iiim 
warm, would tie ncccpfaWc to one so much in error.) 
All keing arranged, and the visitor of the prenous 
evening taken along with us, (for fear his story 
should be untrue, and he only a spy), we started for 
Wudficc, where ire were informed there was a fort 
garrisoned by our troops, under the command of a 
couple ofofliccrs. 

This turned out to he true, and as we arrived 
there towards sunset, glad was I to obscn'c the old 
red uniform once again, as it dotted the walls here 
and there, in the shape of sentries. These walls 
appeared strong, and the fort well hnilt. Indeed, I 
was informed that the Sikh garrison formerly hold- 
ing it, coQsidetcd themselves strong enough to refuse 
to surrender, when summoned to do so by the officer 
commanding the force and escort of the Governor- 
General. 

TThilst we were (ating a smol^ survey of this fort, 
we heard a voice addressing us in English, (it being 
bawled oat from the top of the gateway), with " Hey, 
yon fellows, what do you want here?” On our 
stating in reply, "that we were proceeding to join 
our regiment, and came to this place to stop," the 
officer descending from his lofty position, came to 
the gateway and insisted on our dining with him, 
and sleeping there; tellmg us at the same time to 
bring our horses and traps inside. As these latter 
only consisted of Eroncia and hia pony, there was 
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not much difficnU) in complying ^vitU l\is request. 
The aOvent of this 9trange.looLing creature, with hi3 
hig sword and pile of blankets, appeared to afford 
amu«ement to the whole gartisou. 

The remarks made by tlio men, I could not under- 
stand j hut imagined from the troubled look of the 
Christian, and the burned way in which lie threw 
himself from off his Bucephalus, that they were of a 
satirical nature and mote petsonal than pleasant. Hia 
reply to the officer, (who asked him sundry questions 
of a facetious kind, having reference to the ago of 
hw sisters, and the value of himself with some of the 
hair and dirt off his face) , were at first a gnu, and 
then an acknowledgment of his ignoiance of " what 
master mean, but he very good chnstian." "With 
this we left him, and proceeded to the square m the 
centre of the fort ; in which were pitched the tents 
of the officers and men. 

Here the invitation to stay was renewed by Captain 
Taffy, commanding the two companies m garrison ; 
and. as there was yet some time till dinner, we lit 
our cheroots, and over a most welcome tumbler of 
brandy and water, listened to the big Ensign's lament 
at their being left behind la this dull, deadly hvely 
place, as he called the fort. 

To onr question, as to wbcthcT “ Them was any 
opposition offered m obtaining this same fort/' he 
replied, “ Oh yes, tremendons, such a garrison, if 
you had only seen the six half-starved, indecently 
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ntUrcd iiipgcrs wc captured in it; and afterwards 
placed on the edge of that pond outside, under 
charge of two great fcllona of the Oth Lancers with 
drann swords; wouldn't youiuTC been frightened? 
■NYliy, this fort raised no end of hopes, and now, 
here is the end of it. *1 am stuck here, with that 
veteran officer yonder,” pointing to the Commandant. 
“ lly amusement is smoking, which also is his ; and 
my employ grinding round those blessed walls; 
which duty the veteran officer also performs, adding 
thereto, that of collecting all the reports about these 
Sikhs.” 

« How. raised hopes 7” I inquired. 

"llow?” he answered, “why thus; as we were 
coming along the march to this place, we were told 
that there was a fort chuck full of Sikhs, all of 
whom intended dying before surrendering, and all 
these we were to kill. Each roan felt the edge 
of his regulation spit, and came to the conclusion 
that it was not worth a rap. "Well, Sir, tlie cavalry 
all kept close together, the artillery took np their 
position, and the infantry were pat in first rate order 
and kept at wheeling distance. Soon the fort came 
in sight, and then we were saluted by a Sergeant and 
his guard, who had gone on tover night to get 
supplies. These had already captured the fort, and 
robbed of our laurels. All we found on arrival 
were these six scare-crows, who had resigned them- 
selves up to the aforesaid Sergeant. In the pond 
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was a goo'C swimming about, which was Iran'ferteil 
from h\a element to the cooting-pot hj sii great 
Lancer«, who after their duty was done, stripped 
and went in after him. Inside we have found a ftvr 
rupees boned, which have been kept for the govcni- 
ment, and a cow, which has been taken possc^'ion of 
by the gallant Csptain there, and supplies tlie milk. 
*Ihere now,” he added “you Vnow all about it, wash 
jonr hands and come to dinner/* 

After our frugal way of life, the toast leg of 
mutton with quad and ^nipc, the result of the 
Captain’s sport out«idc the walls, on the previous 
day, appeared frightful luxury, and we enjoyed oar 
dinner, as ranch as hungry raen conld Beer and 
brandy were rather novcUica to ns, so we gase those 
also a share of our allcntiou, both at and after 
dinner There was some lauglitcr at our mode 
of travelling , and suspicions raided about the 
honesty of the Christian, who evidcnlly* had not 
made a favourahlc impre^siou on our hosts That 
he bad hitherto stuck to u«, was not by them con 
«idered as any proof of hw faithfulness, as after thp 
fir«t thirty miles from Kunutul, it was safer for him 
to keep with us than return alone , and the further 
we proceeded, the hHtcr this argument held good, 
for they both assured us that ever since the battle of 
Hoodkee, the road had been very unsafe, and 
murders pretty common 

"News they gave us of the force which, after the 

VOL. I. K 
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Ijattfc of Tcmcsliali, liad proceeded a litlle distance 
nearer the rircr, and were watching the enewr, 
with whom another general action was expected so 
soon 03 the* siege train should arrive from Delhi. 
As there was no chance of an action occurring until 
the siege train arrived, we determined to take 
advantage of the liberality of our hosts, resting our- 
selves and jaded pontes, and remained os their guests 
yet another day. 

Having obtained tlic use of charpoys, or light 
wooden bedsteads from the village, which flourished 
under the protection olTorded by the fort, we made 
a long night of it un^cr canvass, and did not awake 
until the big Lostgn coming to the tent-door, 
demanded whether we intended snoring there or 
coming to breakfast?" 

Thi» was finished. Tlie Commandant went to 
bis dispatches, as the big Ensign facetionsly termed 
the daily Report writing, nod we to cigars and pipes 
with the suhaltern, who amongst other information- 
told us, the general opinion was, " we were sur- 
prised at lloodkee, and , jolly weU thrashed at 
Ferozeshai," and from wliat I heard from better 
authority at a subsequent period, feel convinced that 
such was the case 

The day was rather dull, as we were confined to 
the walls, inside whsch, there was nothmg deserving 
notice; however, between pipes innumerable, and 
bsteaing to our hosts* grumblings, at being left 
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bclund, wc managed to find dinner time com? at 
last 

AVc started early next morning for Ferozeshah, 
liaTing bid onr ho'ts good bye the night before, 
with many tlianka for their kiuducas and hospi* 
tahty 
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tteir Barnes were «latnpcd on this tin plate, ot Hthcr 
the tin plate had their names perforated on it 

Here, jasl in, and ycl almost out of the jungle, 
were six hones and several human bodies , shewing 
the effect of a discharge of grape on o Horse Artillery 
gun In every hush were bodies, some European, 
some native, aU naked and m a “tate of putrefaction , 
the smell from these was fearful 

Then further on, where the country was clearer, 
and where the fate of the day had been decided, were 
nambers of bodies , a few Europeans, and the rest 
Sikhs and Akahes Tlie^e last were almost covered, 
as with a cloak, by their long hair Highland left, the 
ground was broken, from which protruded anns, leg«, 
and ghastly faces, these were the hastily buried 
dead, throwa promiscuously into shallow pits, dug 
for the purpose Pead hor«e3, and dead men 
covered the ground as far as the eye could see, 
tearing at which were hideous vultures so gorged 
that they could hardly move Sharing this horrible 
meal, were panah dogs, who growled, snapped, and 
fought with each other, over the mangled remains 
of God 3 image As we proceeded onwards towards 
the other position taken uj> by the Sikhs at Teroze- 
shah, the bodies ■were less frequent , generally that 
of an Englishman stnpped and mutilated Some 
remnant of clothing perhaps left on him, shewed 
fhat he had belonged to the gallant 3rd Dragoons 
Brave fellows, «o far as tbia from where the battle 
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liad l)ccn fought, proved how some, led away by the 
desire of revenge n>id glory, had followed the re- 
treating enemy too far, and added yet another victim 
to that monster war. 

JIaking our way through the low jungle, on to 
our resting place for the night j we were suddenly 
clear of all cover, and immediately found ourseles 
surrounded by the dead. In front of ns was the 
Sikh position of Terozeshah, and scattered round* 
were dead j not singly, or in twos or threes as at 
Moodkee, but in heaps- As they .died under the 
deadly grape, so they lay; ali were stripped, and* 
atJIoodkee, were now the food for vultures aud dogs. 

'Hie enemy’s entrenchments had served as graves 
fop some of our brave fellows; but the mud thrown 
over, was not sufficient to ooneeal the fact, and many, 
bodies once buried, were now quite exposed. 

As far as we could make oat, it appeared that the 
position chosen by the Sikhs, was only strong from the 
immense number of gnos placed in it- To their rif'ht 
was broken ground and low jungle ; to their left, the 
road to Terozepore ; and to their rear a small village. 

The road to Ferozepore led immediately close to 
their left ; but as it was only the marks of wheels 
which constituted it a road, there was no particular 
necessity for our artillery going so close to the 
enemy’s entrenchments, for the country beyond was ‘ 
open and flat as a pancake. This road, however, 
saved us ; for some of our troops retiring by it on 
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T'erozopore, maclc tlic Slihs fancy they were going to 
be attached m rear by the Meerut force, winch they 
believed had come up So away they went to the 
■nver, taking their iiDmcnsc force of cavalry with 
them, and Icanng their guns fn our hands, as they 
were too heavy to move Bforeover, some of them 
had been spiked by our gallant fellows, whose man- 
gled bodie**, now lying in front and inside the half 
levelled entrcncliment% shewed bow deadly bad been 
the strife, and how resolute were the defenders 

Vfe decided on baiting for the night at o village 
about font tniUs from the field, where we amved at 
8un«et, with very little appetite for dinner, the sick 
emng eights of the da/s mar<di being too vmd to be 
effaced The Heal Cbnstnn had been silent all day, 
and appeared frightfulW nervous at the idea of 
coming across the pcriictrators of these homd deeds 
His advice was taken, as regarded sleeping in a 
solitary hut near the village, and shewing only just 
sufficient fire to cook with 

Tlie dogs were tied round thi-* hut, and, after pipes 
and brandy, (which had been given ns by our hosts 
of the previous evening), we wrapped our blankets 
Iround, and slept 

It was rc«olved that the Chn&tian should take the 
first three hours’ watch (he having asked to do so), 
and we being sure bo would keep awake, well know 
ing he was far too much frightened to go to sleep A.a 
my eyes gradually cIo<tetl lu sleep, the Kcal Christian 
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became more and more shadowy ns lie sat at the tent 
door, patting Tiger’s head, and mullcriiig something 
lilc prayers to him. At last, I was in the land of 
dreams, and once again at home, a pupil of the 
tyrant Lewis. I was not sorry to be awoke, by the 
now sleepy Trancis, tdling me to get up and take 
my spell on guard. 

Nothing occurred to break (he extreme stillness of 
the night, and soon after daybreak, the ponies being 
mounted, and the Christian firmly fixed on his blaii' 
kets, wo pushed along for our regiments; it having 
been agreed that Francis should, on arrival in camp, 
bring the pony aud himself to where my regiment 
was, and from that proceed to the others. 

Soon, the road became more frequented, and 
Sepoys were met, escorting carts laden with supplies 
for the army; and finding, on inquiry, that the head- 
quarters were but a few miles further on, we put 
spurs to our steeds and cantered along, telling the 
Eeal Christian to inquire foe the whereabouts of my 
regiment, and make all haste and follow. 

It was with no little difficulty that we found our 
respective regiments, as we could not tell to what 
division or brigade they belonged ; and to our in- 
quiries as to their whereabouts, the answer was in- 
variably another question, as to what division or to 
what brigade they were attached. However, at last, 
all was as we wished, and I found myself in front of 
the mess-tent 7Gth Regiment, Native Infantry. 
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cnAPTER xrx. 

Tqxre were nomerous olQcers «atinteniig about 
the camp, aod crossing over from one tent to the 
other. But my arrival did not appear to be noticed, 
or they were too much accii'tomed to ^ee strange 
faces la camp, to pay any particular attention to one 
stopping neat their me<s tent At length I deter- 
mined on introducing mjsclf to an officer, who I 
perceived at the ncit tent very busy in sketching a 
group of camels and Sepoys 

On my stating my name and errand, he put away 
hi3 drawing and said, “Oh, Tdlar*, the new gnlT, 
very glad to see you, cotne along with me to 
Ewart^s tent, he's ow Adjutant Hey, you 
(^hi5 was addressed to some sleepy native 
dozing under the awning of the tent) Sahib ke 
ghora lo (Take the gentleman's hor«e ) I will 
introduce yon to him , and a regular bnck yon will 
find him ” Then leading the way across the camp 
street to the opposite tent, be began «houting loud 
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enough to be heard half over the camp^ I say, Joe, 
liere is Mr. Tillars come to join.** The reply was 
the appearance of the Adjutant himself, who shaking 
me warmly by the liand congratulated me on having 
arrived safely, and asked several qnestions regarding 
our manner of travelling &c., &c., after leaving 
Kumaul. 

The description of onr hardships and mode of life 
on the road afforded much amusement, not only to 
the Adjutant, but to the other officers, most of whom 
had strolled into the tent and to whom I was in due 
form introduced. They appeared to me a capital set 
of fellows, with whom it wonid he my own fault if I 
did not manage to get on. 

After some chatting, Ewart, the Adjulant, pro- 
posed accompanying me to the Colonel's, saying, "I 
think now he is the only officer present with, the 
regiment, whom you have not secD.” 

" And the less you see of him the better I think," 
said one. 

"I know,” said another, "that the more one sees 
of him, the less one likes him.” 

“The cross-grained brute!" said a fine, tall, 
young fellow, considerably over six feet; "he is like a 
porcupine, all spikes; and go at him aify wayyoQ 
like, you are sure to come -worst off. He is as fret- 
ful, too; all blaster and fauliy; 'tis my private 
opinion tlwt he is as ignorant as ugly, only hides 
his ignorance under a great deal of blustering." 
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"Jlease goodness,” added ttie Doctor, "the next 
action we go in, he will be pobshed off.” 

"I say, Doctor,” saul another, "can’t you do it 
and sa\e the Sikhs the trouble. Tlic brother to that 
infernal black, stuff, you so kindly sent over to my 
tent the other day, wonld do the job most effectually. 
I’m sure, and joy go with him, say I.” 

*'Come, gentlemen,” said the Adjutant, "draw it 
mild. Mr Yillar*, are you ready ?” Thus saying, 
away we went acro-'s the street to a large tent, 
opposite to the door ot ahich was placed a small 
Diuon Jack, which served to show that it was the 
tent of the commanding otBccr. 

Colonel John«on was a thin, wretched, yellow and 
nUtempered looking man. His voice was disagreeable/ 
and his manner of addressing any his inferior, harsh 
and dictatorial, but when «peakmg to a superior, 
just the reverse, cnnging and semle. 

Our stay with him was short, bat long enough for 
me to see he was a disagreeable personage. He in- 
formed the Adjutant, that at the morning’s parade, 
the men were not clean, and that he would have 
another parade this evening j but this was said with 
more curses than 1 choose to record. 

*tVe w(?ht from the Colonel’s to the mess, for tifSn , 
and there his actions were the general subject of 
conversation 

“ Well, Mr YiUars,” said the tall, young fellow 
who had before, m the Adjutant’s tent, spoken his 
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mind pretty freely regarding the Colond's ignorance j 
''what do you tliink of Old Blowliard? that^e the 
name he goes by i lie’s a gentlemanly sort of a fellow, 
isn’t he ? a sort of roan you would like to be seen 
with in Regent Street, and introduce to your mother 
and sisters as a particular friend, eh ?” 

These questions being too numerous to answer, I 
contented myself with saying, that " I had not time 
to judge j but certainly thought his manner was 
rude and disagreeable/* 

" Oh," said Elliot, (for so the tall man was called), 
*' before you're done with him, you’ll have lots of 
opportunities of judging, wilhont we have the luck 
to find him, as the sawbones says, 'polished off' in 
‘the next scrimmage. But a man that's bom to be 
hung, can’t be drowned or shot either. There’s a 
look of an escaped convict about his countenance 
thatteUsmehe wiU yet obtain his deserts, and play, 
like Paganini, on a single string in front of the Old 
Bailey, ^ell. I’ll take my furlough when that occurs, 
and go and look." 

" Stay, Elliot I" shouted a voice from the end of 
the table. "Just fancy, Blowhard has ordered 
another parade this evening, as he swears the belts 
were not clean tins morning, to use hi^nice lan- 
guage, 'By G — d, m have their belts white as 
snow, new leather or old leather, camp or canton- 
ments.’ Pleasant, Giant, isn't it, this tomfoolery ? 
when the whole regiment is harassed with picket and 
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other duties, and may at any time be called into 
action ” 

A gcnml chorus of at>uso followed, and then each 
man departed to put on his uniform, and bo in 
readiness with his company to receive the command- 
ing oCTicct, and listen, with what calmness he could, 
to remarks on the enormity of having a breastplate 
the tenth of an inch from lU proper position; or to 
hear a man of first rate character and steadiness, 
abused like a pickpocket and punisbed very severely, 
for allowing a small particle of the white mixture on 
his belts to come on bis ted ooat. 

licft alone in the largo tent, I thought over past 
life, and the one now beforo mo. Hero was I, still 
but a boy, and yet bolding a fair position m the 
■world. It seemed but the other day that I was 
poaching m Dclamcrc Forest, or reading with my^ 
tutor m town, and now, I was thousands of miles 
away, in a strange country, with language, manners, 
and almost everything equally strange, yet had I 
found my way from one end to the other, and now 
here 1 was, commencing a soldier’s life, with the 
enemy scarcely two miles away, and with whom we 
might any day come lu collision. Tlien would wan- 
dering faticy roam to a gallant deed done on the 
battle field, or for a moment across this bright 
mirror of fancy, would com© a breath of falling in 
the first affair, and hopes and life together vanish. 

The whole was pleasant enough to review. But 
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the reverse of the picture was, a life spent al 
regimental duly under Colonel Johnson, bullied ant 
ilUtreatcd, with no remedy hut paltence, for I san 
by the unwilling obcdieuce pven to his commauds, 
that he was all powerful; and by the expressions ol 
BO many of my seniors, that the Colonel was most 
ungentlemanly and overbearing- 

IVhatever his conduct to me might be, I deter- 
mined on trying to avoid giving offence. To be 
as little annoyed as possible by anything he might 
say OP do, and to be agreeable to my brother officers; 
falling back on the hope, which appeared to be 
shared in common by the whole regimeni, viz; that 
Old Blowhard might receive his quietus in the next 
engagement. 

lly feverie was disturbed by the retnm from 
parade of the officers, and the preparations for 
dinner. Through their assistance I made every 
inquiry about the arrival of Francis, but coold 
obtain no information. But as it was not unhkely 
that he had been detained some time in finding my 
regiment, or had stayed at Trevor's or Famine’s 
without coming to me, I did not think much of his 
non-arrival. 

At dinner the Colonel was present, so it passed off 
bnt slowly. The absence of Elliot and three other 
officers led me to inquire the reason, and found it 
was their turn with two companies for picket j so 
directly after parade, these companies, -in all the 
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bciQtj of vfbilc belts aii3 pipe cKy, marched away 
to the front, nv\thcr ofTicwa or men havmg any tents 
or bedding As it was a wretched cold night nitli 
^ dnzzly ram, they must ha\e had a miserable time of 
It and Were glad enough when relieved by a party 
of similar strength from another regiment on the 
next mglit 

On tlie«e occaMons the ofliccrs generally took a 
goodly supply of tobacco and brandv, with bi«cmt9, 
trusting to their servant bringing something m the 
way of meat from the mess The men took their 
own ptoviMons with them, a few being allowed to 
cook, whilst the remainder stood “entry or sat on tho 
ground, hoping for night and their relief My 
things not arriving, I obtained a shake down on the 
mess table, bedding being made up for m# from 
general contributions 

Next day, after breakfast, I received a visit from 
Taminc, who came to make inquiries about Trancis, 
who ct appeared, bad not been seen by him or 
Trevof, with whom ho had just beforo had a con- 
versation 

Under these circumstances, we resolved no longer 
to delay making a ^rch and strict inquiries The 
idea having flashed across our miuds that onr truly 
good Christian was no better than he sliould be, and 
had bolted Tor this purpose, with the advice of 
tho interpreter of my corps, we wrote to the chief 
magistrate, and had a dcscnption of him, pony, and 
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boxes, ch'ecl in rncli bazaar, but all (o no purpose. 
The Christian never turned up, or haxc I up to this 
time, been able to discover what became of him, or 
our thinps either. <• 

As far ns we could judge, it seemed that the 
fellow must have been in league witlj the servant, 
(cliowVcdar) of tbe Staging Bungalow at Kumaul, 
and thus got him to tabe charge of our palanquins 
and heavy boxes, which were never more heard of; 
whilst he, the “Beal Cliristian and very good man,” 
accompanied us with a very good strong pony- 
epaulettes, because always worn end worth money, 
and warm clothing because valuable, both as regarded 
price and comfort, for the mere purpose of stealing 
all if ijc could. His coming so close to the camp 
was after all but a blind to us, as be could never 
have ventured bock alone, after Jeaving Knrnanl, 
Jlorcovcr, we kept too sharp a look out for liim 
even to get away ; and now, what was easier for the 
scoundrel than, instead of coming into camp, to 
torn off, and take the road to Ferozepore, whidh was 
hut a short distance away. However, all was con- 
jecture, as nothing more was evet heard of him, 
and I suppose it never will be. He, no doubt, keep- 
ing his Christianity leas prominent, and chockling 
quietly, as he thinks how well he succeeded in 
^ling three jolly griffs. 

To these same jolly griffs the loss was a serious 
matter, and though immediate wants were most 
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liberally and w iUinglv satisfied by brother* officers, 
yet the loss ot a ^Ybolc outfit vas bard to bear, and 
told more at a later period than it did just at 
^the time of its occurrence. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Feoji a lon^ coiiTersation witli Famine, I dis- 
covered that he was not altogether pleased with his 
regiment j or did he think a longer staj would tend 
to his feeling more favourablj disposed towards 
its officers. Under these circumstances, I strongly 
advised his elTectiag an exchange into my own, 
as his doing so wonld be to onr mutual advantage. 
To his, more particularly, as owing to the severe 
actions of Moodkee and Fcrozesliah, there were four 
vacancies, and he would, by an early application, 
be able to join the 76th as Second Ensign. 

This we agreed to go and ask the Adjutant about, 
who strongly advocated the exchange being made ; 
at the same time informed Famine how the same was 
to be cffeclcd. A few days after this conversation, 
Douglas, or as I shall continue to call him. Famine, 
was posted to my regiment j and clubbing our 
imall stock of money together, we purchased a 
small tent and other necessaries, and became quite 
act up and comfortable. Not but what 1 had been 
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the Ailjutaiitgmo mo the u-c of half hie tent, and 
con nbution, of clothing came m so quidlj, as 
““''o’c me to heg a trunk to put all in. 

.1 .I^IM ''“'"S'" ‘>'c t'"t, ivailing until 

■Ishould he lime to dress for evening parade, nhen 
'amine rather ahruptlj slopped me in something I 
"as sajing. and said, ~ Do ,ou knmv the reason why 
X refused to subscrihe to the race-meetiag-lhe 
papem for which were sent round at tiffin to- 

wiZk" ^ 

•■No," lie answered, "I like them, and would 
ml .ugly give my little towards fun of any sort , but 0 

Ismo’ ' 4cnses;a„d 

not 11^ pay thirty pounds a year homo, I did 
o ' '"’t't'C't ■" pvmg anything." 

folloinng”ttl"' whlLT""' 

debt contracted Cm ° Tl! 
but IS the amount C'" “""S ^^"Sland, 

father, untd the debtC ,‘n S'™ “X 

of ray outfit, shall 1 , him, on account 

horroithen’ccL^CjrC'^’ 

"How BO poor?" 1 
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“Oil 'tis a sad story, and one that I fear will have 
but little interest for you. But if you like to listen, 
I will tell all, aud rely on your promise of secrecy 
for its going no farther. So tell me when you are 
tired, aud I will stop,” thus saying, Douglas pro- 
ceeded. 

“My father was the youngest of three sons, liis 
two elder brothers being sufficiently well off to do 
nothing; but with him, it was a different matter, 
there being no provision for the youngest child. 
He was educated for college, and in due time sent 
there, with the understanding, that ns soon as in 
orders, a small family liWug was to be his. How- 
ever, this never came into his hands, but was given 
^lo some distant cousin by my grandfather, when 
his son’s marriage at Cambridge, to a beautiful but 
pennQess daughter of a’clei^yman, was announced. 

“Soon after tlie marriage, my father obtained a 
curacy in the small village of Narca in Devonshire. 
The iucome from this source was but seventy pound 
per annum ; but another hundred might be added, 
as the price received during the year from contri- 
butions to magazines and periodicals. 

“This sum did pretty well for the first tiro or 
three years, but when children came quickly and 
the money did not increase in proportion, tlicn did 
poverty begin to show itself. ITjc simple mode of 
life, was made if possible more simple, and every- 
thing that could be in any way construed into a 
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luxury was cheerfully resigned. Tlie letters written 
to my granflfather were not e\cn ou'^ered, and 
soon, what little hope there might have been of 
a‘"*istance from that quarter, was dispelled by my 
grandfather’s death bemg announced, and in the will, 
no mention of ray father. It was not much dis- 
appointment, as from the previous conduct of the 
old gentleman, little el^c was to be expteted, **0 
little was ®atd or thought about it Wy father toiled 
on up the hill o! life, beloved by all liis parish, most 
eC whom were as poor as thew raimstcr, and felt 
for him and his angel wife, whose Lind voice and 
heart, wore ever ready to «ooth tlie «orrow of the 
“icL bed Often, indcc<l, was the little dainty made 
for some sicL pansbioDcr by her own bands over? 
the wood fire in the parsonage, when the price of 
il would entail the use of the faded or far worn 
dre«5 for yet another month. 

"Tile village of Nares was in the northern county, 
situated among bleak barren hilla, with here and 
I there a <niaU valley cut by some brooL, as it rushed 
and foamed towards the sea On the banks of these 
streams grew the only tree®, and tlie‘*e were but 
stunted, owing to the small amount of surface soil 
from which nourishment could be obtained. 

The few houses coTnpo'*ing the village w ere scat- 
tered here and there among the'C tree-*, and were 
built clnetly with a aiew of being let in lodgings 
to visitor^, who were not mfrequeut tenants dutiug 
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the summer’ months. Fresh air and sea-bathing, 
being the onl}’ claim so wild mid barren a part of 
England could have on public notice, 

“These visitors seldom were known to us. Tliej 
were birds of passage, and it was not worth their 
w'hilc adding the name of tlic poor curate to an 
already over burlhencd list of acquaintances. IVith 
one, indeed, we had become intimate; he having 
first become known to ns by his goodness to the 
surrounding poor, and occasional treats of half- 
pence and lollipops to myself and ^ oungcr sisters. 

“Sometimes he would spend the evening with 
U8, aod plans were made for long walks on the 
morrow to see some sick person; the little basket 
coutainiug warm clothing or dainties being earned 
by myself, or sisters, for servants we had but cmc. 
Mr. Lenon, for so our acqaaiuhioce was called, had 
been recommended sea-bathing, and was induced 
to come to Nares for this purpose. The air and 
exercise did the required good, and ere the last leaves 
had fallen from the trees, Mr. Eeiion, or “the 
good gentleman," as be was generally termed, had 
returned to Staffordshire, in which countv he pos- 
sessed some landed property, renovated in he^th, 
and regretted by all the poor in Ifares. His loss, 
particularly at this season of the year, was felt by 
the poor a good deal; but by none more so than 
at the parsonage. The long winter evenings felt 
doubly long, now " the good gentleman" had gone. 
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And often as we all set roond tlie cheerful wood 
fire, did we talk of oar absent friend and wonder 
all about hitn "We felt las departure in more ways 
than one, for, owing to las liberality, our table 
had been better spread tlian formerl}, and many a 
little present given Now again, was tbc system of 
pinching and retrenching manifest, and money was 
scarce indeed Things went on in this way for 
two years more, when one day the postman brought 
a letter from Mr Lenon, which after reading, my 
father handed over to his wife, at the same time 
saying, *well, dear, you decide* 

" The letter, after slating * how often memory ran 
back to the time spent at Wares,* continued to •ay, 
" that there was now vacant the living of Glenmare, 
the pre«entation to which was m his gift This he 
now offered to ^tr Douglas, and hoped he would 
accept It, and thereby allow him to show how grate 
Ql he was for the kindness received when an invalid 
“ 1 income,* he added, ‘is but little, 

only £250 from all sources, but the neighbourhood 
IS good, and the parishioners such as would fully ap 
Dou'^las’ ^ guabties of yourself and Mrs 

The offer was, of course, gladly accepted, and 
ere we id good bye to Nares, being attended 
o e coac by each person in the parish, many of 
whom were not ashamed to weep at the loss of their 
kind old minister and best friend 
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“Tilings now improved, and 1 wns sent to scliool, 
nlicro, as I think I told the men at Benares, I was 
licked a good deal, and learnt n good deal. ' Tlicn 
came my commission in this service, which hqs cost a 
large sum of money, greater part of which Jiad to be 
borrowed by my father. Tin's money, I consider as 
being my duly to restore, and, therefore, promised to 
remit yearly thirty pounds, and ns that cannot be 
done nut of an ensign's pay without the greatest 
difliculty I have determined on avoiding the slightest 
unnecessary expense, and net accordingly. I am,” 
he continued, “his only son, and know he is proud 
of rac ; so it would, indeed, be a shame to disappoint 
his hopes and expectations. Now, if at any future 
time, the other officers think me stingy, or unwilling , 
to join in ‘certain expenses, you can pilt in a good 
word for me, and yet keep my secret. I feel,” he 
added, “ I can get on here, and may yet, some day, 
render ghid the hearts of those whose Jove for me is 
only equalled by mine for them." 

' I had, after hearing this account of his familv a 
higher opinion of young Douglas than ever, and re- 
solved to befriend him in any way it should be pos- 
sible. 

A few days after this, I had my first taste of 
picket duty, and was not sorry when relieved on the 
following night. We started in the dark, taking 
with us a blanket each, and Uien were stationed 
about a mOe in front of the camp. After seeing 
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•'entncs properly po-itcd, ire, i e , tlic Captnin, my- 
, and Douglas, smoked and shivered until it was 
time for one of ns to start for the rounds, and then 
the other tiro, wrapping their blankets round them, 
lap on the damp ground, doing their best to sleep, as 
™i as the drizzling ram would permit 
I was not sorry when the sun rose, and looked 
forward to the boor of nine, having some hopes that, 

by that time, something eatable might be sent , and, 

likewise, that the sun would have heat enough to drv 
and warm one However, it was past twelve before 
a servant brought us anything, and not until very late 
nefore we were relieved As to tlie euen y, we were 
not interfered with by them At night we saw their 
fires, and in the day time some of their vidcttoa 
would come near enough to take a shot and give one 
in retnrn, but at such distances ns to preclude any 
serious consequence* 

uirur ‘’'f',*''' ’’“““a toUer, and oar 

each ori°°^ having shots at 

the nve ” ^hey (the enemy) had thrown across 

them b/gunVot a°! '“iT '“'i ""1’!’““''* 

rwavTafo f” V goodly Treight, besides i few rem- 

aosm w' '"^’''tty To dnve these balk 

again was dclctmiiied npon, and for this purpose, the 
division to which any regiment was atlacl.ed: with a 
consj^derable force of cavalry and artillery was or 
dered to the front j or 

The first part of the road 


wa* over ploughed field: 
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and heavy sand, wUh here and there stunted trees 
and lotv jungle, through which, as we toiled, the 
hares and partridges being disturbed, went away by 
scores. A» vre came neattt the Sikh position, so did 
their fire increase, until at last, we were ordered to 
halt, whilst our guns, proceeding to the front, en- 
deavoured to silence (hose of the enemy. TJie shot 
intended for our guns, came over them and into os, 
killing one man. So we moved more to the right, 
and were ordered to lie flat down. This we did, 
and amused ourselves with watching the shot coming, 
either right over and several hundred yards to our 
rear, or into the brushwood cover near, from which 
they broke with a successioo of bounds and hops, 
more like rabbits breaking from nnderwood than 
anything I can describe. Sometimes they would 
ricochet to where we Uy, when, instantly, those men 
lying in the threatened direction, would jump up 
and make way for the unwelcome guest. The Sikhs 
fired some shells at us, but they all burst np in the 
air, and did no damage. 

"We had been lying this way for some time, wonder- 
ing what next was going to be done ; a staff-officer had 
come and gone again ; the cavalry had moved np » 
little on our flank, and reports were going about that 
a general action was going to be forced upon the 
Sikhs, when the Commander, attended bva numerous 
staff, parsed down in front of the infantry, and drew 
down a famous salute, the effects of'whicb instead of 
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ominjj near (ho'e far \rItom it was intended, were 
on tliE unforlunale civnlty and our-cU cj A 
an *i lot having come in among our men and 
‘‘“ling one, wounded another 

t 'SH coming on, ivc mrc ordered to retrace our 

verv vt”'", ' ™'"'S ““P 

obiLt ’ « 10 what our 

nn^nii— fjoethad 

eamr, ^ '"■> "" “red in 

earnest, and own I did not much hie it There waa 

So? nn 

utance, getting pounded, without being able to see 
our pounders, or return the compliment It was, 
no eKtUv"”'”'* *'> ““ ‘0 to for 

wereorac'r?atn^o,eT°,'°'“i*“7“ 'usununt 

not him™ tt ^ ^ L'eutenant Blake , who 

“0 to e^me w euWlern, asked 

I declined, harm™™' ‘'l"'’ ”“4 “‘“y U1 late Tina 
greasy meat on tip iondness for a meal of cold 

fortably m the leess^en" ’h ^ 
into going ivilh him r“ ii”'"'"''. I was persuaded 
with me from the “ “"P'' '’""ging 

loltle of claret rtmb“ “"d a 

IVe had arrived ^ ““''ed oud drank 

u at our ground The sentries 
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were posted^ and the Sikhs were all safe some dis- 
tance off, when we began our preparations for tnnllt^d 
claret. It was about nine o'clock, and our fire— 
which had been lit with great difficnltj from bits of 
straw, paper, and wood carried by us from camp* 
(and still more carefully hidden from view either of 
'the enemy or the mam body^ by blankets fixed on 
muskets) — began to burn bnghtly, and became fit to 
receive a cooking pot, into which the claret was 
poured. The cloves were put in, and all was ready 
for drinking, when a sentry on the right, giving the 
alarm, fired. This was succeeded by another, and 
anotlicr, until volleys were being fired all round 
camp. In our burry to let the inen have (be three 
or four muskets supporting (he fire screen, the claret 
upset, and with a hiss and a smother, the fire was 
extinguished. Still the firing continued, and the 
rattle of scabbards mid movement of cavalry could 
be distinctly beard. Then it struck me that I wfls 
in my wrong place, and could have no po»sible bu«i- 
ness at picket; but ought to be with my regiment in 
the rear, the bugles of which force I could hear 
ino^t distiiielly ringing out " the assembly." 

In this dilemma, I appealed to Blake, who was 
swearing pretty roundly at the row and darknes*, 
wliich prevented him making out an^tliingf 

"Arrah," answered he with a glorious brogue. 
"I think you’d better be after making the best of 
your nay back ngam. By the piper that played 
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before ilo^’ca— but I ^ish 1 knew wlnt to do my“elf. 
lloUoa, there 1” roared he, "\oii seiitncs, ^vliat the 
de\il are jou firing at? I do believe these (livjis of 
aikea are m my rare. Anj bon, Yillars, you Ind 
better try and joni the regiment/* Tima saying, lie 
eparted one \ia\, toiiards the sentries, nhilst I 
made the best of my way back to camp, the fires of 
^hich marked their position most distinctly. 

Tlie noi*e, confusion, and firing still continued, 
and near me I could di-«tincliy recognize the cht- 
termg of sabres and hor-»ca* hoofs Thinking these 
must be a party of the enemy, who had succeeded m 
getting behind our pickets, made my movements 
tolerably rapid, and I fairly ran for it. 

^ I neared the camp, two mud walls, which I 
jwd noticed before as I went to picket, came m sight, 
ihe thought of bow to get over them, flashed for an 
In* “r nnnd, and then the louder clattcr- 

S chind, determined me to try and jamp. At it 
toir°?ii 1 about a foot from the 

fin ^* 1 . heels into the broken ground 

hJle 

«n;i *1 ’ particularly with an enemy m the rear 
e M«embly^* being sounded, so up 1 jumped, 
and peered bard at the next wall, dettimming to 
ca cn a e my distance better, as it rose stiff and 
in IS me m the dark night. A. rush, a spnng, and 
ano er ro 1, cutting knees and hands, and leavin ' a 
very faur cast of my features in the clayey soil on the 
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were po‘!ted, anJ the SiUis were all «iafe eonie dj« 
tance off, when we began our preparations for mailed 
claret It was about nine o’clock, and our fire- 
winch had been lit with great difGcuItj from bits of 
■straw, paper, and wood earned bj us from camp, 
(and still more carefullj hidden from new either of 
the enemy or the mam body, by blankets fixed on 
mu«het«)— began to burn bnghtly, and became fit to 
receive a cooking pot, into which the claret wa^ 
poured The cloves were put m, and all was ready 
for drinking, when a «entry on the right, giving the 
n arm, fired Thi« was succeeded by another, and 
another, until volleys were being fired all round i 
camp In our burry to let the men have the three 
or four muskets supporting the fire screen, the claret 
up'et, and with a hiss and a smother, the fire was 
extinguished Still the finng continued, and the 
rattle of «cabbard3 ami movement of cavalry could 
he distinctly Jieard Tbeo it strncL me that I was 
in my wrong place, and could have no po«ible bu-i 
ne<s at picket , but ought to be with my regiment m 
the rear, the bugles of which force I could hear 
ino^t distinctly ringing out "the o-aemblv” 

In tins dilemma, I appealed to Blake, who was 
swearing pretty roundly at the row and darkne*^ 
which prevented Imn making out anvlhiu'^ 

^ “Arrah/’ an-wcrcl be with a glorio”us brogue 
1 think you'd better be after making the best of 
your way back again By the piper tint pbynl 
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selves M^th banging away at each oilier until dark, 
when we Tctomcd as before, very much wondering 
what good we Ind done, or what we were expected 
to do On onr side there were only a few hurl, two 
of whom were injured by the bursting of a gun, 
which being close to where we were stationed, 
covered me with sand and powder, hut did no injury 
to any one of onrs, though an unfortunate nrtillcty- 
man was killed Report said, that it burst through 
orders being given to "put more powdher in, and 
make it go further— sure these Saikcs make tlicir’s 
come to ns ” 

A. short time after this tho whole force made a 
oovc nearer the nver, and we found ourseUcs facing 
toe cnem), who could be seen as bu«v as bees 
throwing up entrenchments This we did also, the 
c large of the left portion of our works being given 
O'er to iny regiment, inside this entrenchment two 
companies of ours were always stationed It had 
were levelled 
^‘oolcd and strengthened, 
erred as quarters for the otRcers Ihe roof of it 
e as a rendezvous for all the idlers in camp, 
who, telescopes m hand, viewed from thence tho 
operations of the cncmj 

In frcJht of us, jjghl and left, were two small 
^ a^e**, le huts of which had also been levelled 
eaviug one for the same purpose ns tint before 
mentioned Shght earthworks were thrown round 
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other side. Trom this to the main body was but a 
short distance. On joining, I found the force 
getting under arms, so sneaked into my place un- 
noticed; and there stood for an hour or more, 
mentally determining never again to visit a friend on 
picket, not even with mulled cbret as an induce- 
ment. 

Here we stood wailing in the cold for about an 
hour, and then were dismissed ; it having proved a 
false alarm, orignating from a nervous sentry hearing 
some talking near him, and his challenge not being 
answered. His firing was the signal for the next 
man to do so also, until'the firing became general. 
This was principally directed against a patrol of 
Irregular Cavalry, wlio, finding a disagreeable recep- 
tion from their own side, made the best of their way 
out of it ; and thus accounted for the clattering of 
hoofs and sahres. 

I had just turned into bed, and had been asleep 
about two hours when the same scene occurred again. 
Out was turned the whole camp and stood to arms, 
this time for two hpursj when it was discovered that 
the alarm was caused by s grey donkey rushing by a 
sentry and not answering, he was fired upon, and 
hit, too ; but this was not known until daylight. 

The enemy having brought further supplies of 
men and artillerv across the river, it was determined 
that our division shoold again go at them. Por this 
purpose we started off aftpcr tiffin, and amused our- 
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selves with banging away at eacb other until Oarh, 
when we letumcil as before, very much wontltring 
what good we had done, oc what we were expected 
to do. On our «ide there were only a few Imrt, two 
of whom Were injured by the bursting of a gun, 
which being clo^e to where we were stationed, 
covered me with sand and powder j but did no injury 
to any one of ours, though an unfortunate ortillcry- 
man was hilled. Report said, that it burst through 
orders being given to “put more powdher in, and 
^ make it go futtUer-~sure these Saikes make tUcit'a 
come to ns.” 

A short tune after thw the whole force made a 
move nearer the nver, and we found ourselves facing 
the enemy, who coold be seen as hn'ty os bees 
throwing up eutrcnchments. This we did also, the 
charge of the left portion of our works being given 
over to my regiment ; inside this entrenchment two 
companies of ours were always stationed. It had 
been a village, and now all the huts were levelled 
excepting one, which loop-booled and strengthened, 
served as quarters for the officers. The roof of it 
was u«ed as a rendezvous for all the idlers id campj 
who, telescopes in hand, mewed from thence the 
operations of the enemy. 

In frcJht of us, tight and left, were two small 
villages j the huts of which had also been levelled, 
leaving one for the ^ame purpose as that before 
mentioned. Sbght earthworks were thrown round 
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these viHages, and the datics there ^rere taken by 
out brigade. 

I’rom these, we could distinctly see every movement 
of the enemy, and amused ourselves with potting at 
each other, but seldom doing any injury. These out- 
posts were never held at night, but were always 
reoccupied before daybreak. Of this, however, 
the enemy were ignorant. 

The day before we parted with them, I had been 
on duty with Captain Dawson in the one fronting 
our position, and it was noticed that the enemy 
advanced much nearer than usual; the firing was 
also better directed, so Inuch so as to render it 
necessary to keep oneself pretty well out of sight. 
Tw'o Sepoys had been wounded, and there was 
every appearance of a scrimmage fop the position, 
which was to be resigned in the event of a large 
force attacking. 

Night came on, and wc crept back to the division 
as usual;. and next rooming on another party going 
down for the purpose of taking their spell there, 
they found it aliyady occupied by the enemy, so 
they made a short eat back again, uainjured. 

The Sikhs must have entered soon after we quitted, 
and were no doubt very much astonished to find the 
position deserted. 
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CHAPTER XKI. 

Next morrnog the !ook-out place was mote 
Crowded than o<ual, and many a telescope was 
directed towards our old ont-post now swarming with 
Sikhs "WliHsl we wtao observing Iheit movement^, 
a Sergeant of Sappers, not knowing of the change, 
rode from where we were right in among them, and was 
not aware of his mistake until he found the bndle of 
h» pony seized hy a great hairy ruffian of a Sikh 
The next instant, the «ajd hairy gentleman received 
over his arm a heavy blow from the Sergeant's stout 
walking ^tick, winch had the elTect of making him 
drop bis^hold Then putting heels and -stick veil 
into the pony, away the Sergeant galloped back 
again to us Yolley after volley was fired at him 
as he retreated, bat neither horse nor man were 
touched, both arrived safely amid the cheers of all 
the lookers on. Pony and man were considered 
quite heroes for some tune after. 

AUiwal was fought, as also was Buddewal In 
the first of which we gamed a victory, and in the 
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second were sarprisecl, defeated, and lost onr bag- 
gage. 

"Whilst these things were being done, we at head- 
quarters aroused oursclve^ with potting at the enemy, 
and waiting for the siege train to arrive from Dellii. 
This delay was not wasted by the enemy, who em- 
ployed each hour and minute in strengthening their 
position. On the plain in front of their works, and 
indeed almost under our guns, they were daily 
exercising their troops, burning priming, &c., &c. 
Trorn us they received no molestation, or we from 
themj but the two largo armies of about thirty 
thousand men each, for the space of six weeks, 
satisfied themselves with watching each other's move- 
ments and strengthening positions. 

Across the river, running to their rear, the Sikhs 
had thrown an excellent bridge of boats, and each 
day showed the entrencboient stronger and an addi- 
tion of heavy guns. 

Things were thus, wheu the siege train arrived 
from Delhi. Now began a stir in our camp, and 
rumour with its hundred tongues, fixed the day of 
the attack. However, nothing was known for a 
certainty until the 9th of February. On entering the 
park of artillery, I found both men and officers of 
that branch, busy in entting fuses and loading shell, 
preparing for the bloody struggle on the morrow. 

To have seen the groups, little would one have 
supposed that ere that time the next day, many 
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vrouU be no iqotc, and that a dcadl) combat n;ou\d 
have ensued. Here were » bod) of ofiiccra cutting 
fu«es and joVing with each olberj near them were 
men fiUmg shells and fixing, fu^es, winch shell when 
])rcparcd had chalhed on it some direction, which 
if of a facetious kind, was read with roars of 
laoghler. On large shot and shell were written such 
directions ns these, *' IVitli mj comps.” Sfiiid jour 
eye!” "Oh I” "Two pilH to he taken at bed 
time.” "No admittance except on business." 

Tej Singh, with care.” "llie doctor,” and a 
host of others, far too nutnerons to be mentioned 
or remembered. 

The same afternoon, spikes were served out to each 
regiment, and every preparation made for the coming 
struggle. 

The arrangements were, that the force was to 
he ready under arms by four a m , and stnet silence 
preserved At mess, was a boisterous scene, a good 
deal of wine drank, and toasts given , " confusion 
to out enemies," being drank in tumblers. After 
this, the steadier portion of the officers, in which were 
included Pamme and myself, went to our tents, 
and slept as we best could, until awoken long before 
dawn by the sentry, as be whispered through the 
tent door, " that it was tune to nse ” 

Pot myself I had slept but httle, having wasted 
some two hours of the early part of the night m 
talking over the aHasi of the morrow , and a good 
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(Jen! of tlie remainder, in fhinting what xaj fste 
might be — whether I once again should sleep in 
that bed, or perhaps, ere that time to-morrow, be a 
mutilated corpse, and sleep the sleep that knowa 
no. waking. Then thoughts of wounds and after 
operations arose, until at length tired Nature claimed 
her right, and I slept soondlj, until " Oothoo Sahib 
ootbnee ke wukt hai. Get up. Sir, *tis time to 
rise,” was repeated to me b; my servant, wbo bad 
himself been awoke by the sentry on duty. 
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Strict sHcncc tras preserved, and in the dark 
•we were got ready, and took np out po«itioa m line 
outMde the entrenchment. The cold, raw monmig 
worked itself into our very bones, as we remained 
standing «ome time, until the Coromander*m chief 
passed down the front. At length he came, ac 
compansed by bis staff, ma'Qy of whom, as did 
their chief, whispered words of encouragement to 
the half frozen men, who were but too anxious to 
commence their work, if for no other purpose thin 
to get a little warm, for the cold was intense As 
t ey passed -^xs, Ibe Adjutant General said quietly, 
bnt yet beard disUncUy m the stiUaess, “ 76th, 
fight well to day my men,” and the half hushed 
murmur which ran along the ranks, told that they 
intended so to do 

Soon the order to ♦* form quarter distance column,” 
was given, and wc found ourselves creeping down 
throngh otunted jungle, wet land, and corn fields. 
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tlic green blades of which were dripping with fog, 
’Twas cold, wet work, and none were sorry when 
just as the day.broke, we found ourselves comfortable 
resting in the position assigned. This was the 
dry bed of a deep nullah or stream, the high bank of 
which proved a most efficient protection from the 
round shot and shell, which we soon found rattling 
about us. 

Just as the day broke, our batteries opened fire at 
1700 yardsj but were not immediately replied to, 
as it is supposed the Sikhs were not prepared, indeed 
theic bugles did not nutil then sound. This delay 
was taken advantage of by us to advance our gans, 
the distance being too far, the fuses being cut fur 
1200 yards.' This occupied until sun.rise, which 
rose red and bright, iostautly dispelling the fog, 
as if determined that each party should have a full 
view of the other’s movements and intentions. 

Now indeed the fight began ; and shell, rockets, 
carcasses, and shot flew about in all directions, 
chiefly aimed at the position of our heavy guns, 
from which for two hours did they receive a most 
frightful and beautifally directed fire, every shell 
topping the entrenchment, and then bursting 
amidst the thousand defenders. Then the long 
streak of hissing fire said that a rocket Lad gone 
on its deadly mission, catting its way through the 
dying and the dead. 

Tor two hours did we, from ouriccure position 
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iu Ihc nullah, vratch the effect of our artiHefy prac- 
tice. Tlic day was clear and beautiful, and nothing 
interfered to pre>eut our seeing tlie ha\oc made 
•by shot and shell j nothing daunted by the iiumbers 
falling around, the Sikhs remaniicd their gnns and 
returned our iron hail a jth energy. 

Tlie cold monnng air had sharpened our appetites. 
Tliese had not been neglected by our mesa tnanaget, 
who old campaigner os henas, knew that fighting on 
an empty stomach was not much in the line of an 
Englishman. Among the camels loaded with ammu- 
nition, one had been srou^led m carrying some- 
thing better, namely, cold beef, pale ale and cigars. 
’Ibis we made kneel under the bank, and around we 
stood or sat a right merry parly, di-'cnssiug the 
contents of the supposed ammunition boxes. Our 
party Has composed of a few staff and ourselves j 
as yet the shot and shell passed far oyer head, the 
high hank protecting us. Suddenly, with a ricochet 
fell a. shot neat us, slightly grazing and injunng a 
staff-officer’s charger, whose rem was throffn lightly 
over the atm oj beef-eating master. Another 
shot, and with it fell dead among us the sentry 
patroUmg on the bank above. 

This dispersed us, the staff-officer returning back 
to his General, nuius hia horse, and to nearer 
our companies. 

A sudden stir among the troops, and the gallop- 
ing backward and forwards of aide-de-camps, told 



US the time was coming for our strength to be irieJ^ 
Loml bellowed the nrtillcty, mixed with tlic sharp ring 
of tlie bugles, as tijey rang out the calls. 
came again the aidc'ilc>cnmp, mounted on a troopcr» 
witli orders for us to leave our position and dcplo/ 
on the right. A few moments jnore shelter, and 
then our exposed columns were a living target. 
as the men fell under the deadly shot, did we 
dejiloy ; and tlicn immoveable as a wall, wait for the 
order to advance. 

At last it came, and with sloped arms and steady 
step did the division walk over the deadly plain. 
Nearer and nearer still we cacne^ no sound was beard, 
beyond the roaring of the artillery. From breach 
and embrasure belebed forth sheets of ilame; around 
and through us hissed the heavy shot and deadly 
grape. Over head, delivered from our artillery 
position came shell and rockets, burying themselves 
in the masses of dark'Skinned men working the gwis 
before us. . . , 

Now came the order, "trail arms” " double,^' and 
steady, still steady, with death busy in our ranks, 
advanced the British Army. Great gaps were filled 
up as soon as made; orer the falling comrade 
stepped the soldier, his teeth clenched firmly as he 
surveyed th? enemy in front. To, the right and left, 
marking the spaces between the divisions kept up 
the Horse and Light Field-batteries. These galloping 
slightly a-liead, unhmbered, and adclfed their deadly 



■nil: snnrviEs r« ornn. 


TOO 

d\«c^iMgC3 to iKc *tiol and sl\cll from licavicr pieccs- 
On, on, went thc«e gallant men, the ground around 
them strewed rnth dead hor«cs and dismounted nders. 
Kow clo«e to view came the faces of our (oc*, and 
■we frit that the dread straggle was at hand. 
"Charge,” tangtoul a hundred bugles; and with a 
cheer, heard above the cannon’s roar, ru«hcd forward 
all. 'Wliole sections fell, as grape and bullet now 
told with double deadhne«s. StiU we struggled on, 
and hut few were the yards between us and onr 
desperate foe. The army reeled, one more death 
discharge, and all so foil of hopc«, of vjetory, fell 
bach. 

Again a cheer, harrph' shouted thonsandsj and 
once more we shortened the di«tance betreen us and 
the withering fire. But not yet was victory ours , 
again poured in the hailing bollci<«, tearing, jmgpl bal), 
and muidetons grape— -and foiled, but not conquered, 
retired thnt danng army. 

In ibe confusion of retiring, officers and men were 
mixed together, and I found myself with Douglas 
He loohed pale, and was I feared wounded, but on 
tnj ashing him, said, Ho , thongh somehow I feel 
I shall be before the day is ours ” Then shouting 
hurrah I at the top of hia voice, he faced about, 
pointing with hi« sword to the right, froth whence an 
advance was again being made. 

“iVe must do it this time,” said Ewart, the Adju- 
tant, as he galloped past me to the left, ‘'Three 



■SU£ ilCTIMES XN OCDH. 


171 


lion was lie looking pale anil haggard, ftill grasping 
tightlj in Ins lianJ. the handle ot Ins broken sword. 

“ Tliauk God,” he said on seeing me, “ I’m glad 
you’ve come, 1 wanted jo«, and «a\v jou by the 
gun, but tliouglil you would be kiUcd, Iberc wcie 
too many for you? but bow pale )ou arc — arc you 
bit?” 

“No,” I answered, “got knocked down with a 
sponge staff, I tbiuk. Bat never mind about me, 
wbat liave they done to yon?” , 

“ Oh I” he faintly gapped out, “ my sword broke, 
and a Sikh ran his spear through my cliest , I know 
I moat die” Here he said, “Undo my jacket, 
there is a Testament there , it was my good mother’s 
gift If you ever go home, give it to her, and 
say, her son died m defence of lus country, and 
trusting to Him alone who has power to save I 
— he said faintly, “’tis life blood,” and the 
pressure of his hand, which I had taken, relaxed, 
as be spoke fainter and fainter, then the spirit 
fleeted to Him that had given it 1 left him, my 
place was with the living, and desperate with the 
loss of ray companion and fnend, rushed into the 
thickest of the fight Soon the deadly strife raged 
round me once again, groans, screams, and shouts, 
mingling with the cannon’s roar, then came the 
rattle of musketry and the retorn volley dehvered 
at ten paces A few jnomentsi’ pan«e, and with a 
cheer, the foe were minted with ourselves, no quarter 
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•was nsTced or given. As they fell, so they were 
trampled on by advancing hosts. But a few 
minutes did this deadly strife continue ; the bayonet 
hurried back the Sikh, and now their retreat began. 
Still they disdained to run; but in close column 
bade us defiance, as they slowly made for the head 
of their boat bridge across the river. ’’Twaa reached, ' 
hut now the retreat became a rout, as thousands, 
rushing on the frail structure, tried to gain the 
distant shore, itoTODveaUe from numbers; the rear 
were hewn down in masses by our grape and musketry. 
Then came a charge of cavalry into those still un- 
broken; the brave dragoons, led up the breach in 
single file by their daringxhief, whose empty sleeve 
told of victories gained in other wars. 

At length the bridge, unable to sustain the weight, 
parted in the middle, and instantly the river is dark 
with drowning men. It was a fearful sight ; ere long, 
the cannon on the opposite shore was silenced. Tlie 
river rolled on, silently bearing on its surface twelve 
thousand corpses. And a shout proclaimed our 
victory 1 

It w’as' dearly purchased, by the sacrifice of many 
of our be«l and bravest. Now that the fighting 
was over, and one had time to look about them, was 
seen tlie misery entailed by war. At my feet, in 
lieaps, lay friend and foe tightly fixed in each other’s 
embrace, siicwing tho nature of the struggle. Tlicii 
around were wounded, pale and anxious, praying 
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for a drop of water to cool their raging thirst. Orer 
these, galloping lutlier ami thither in thtir fear, were 
rjdcflt*s liof'cs, and cten carntb. Tlicu, again 
tnight he «ecn the general ofliccr, earn'd wounded off 
the field, his gicj Imt dahhltd with hlood, the 
cannon yet nnging a requiem in hti cars, the last 
he would CTcr hear on earth ; groans, cnisi for liclp, 
and curves, rnadc up tho dread rcahly. 

It was, indeed, a fearful ecent. 

Tlic rcgiracnta were collected. Tlio uounded 
earned away, and we prepared to return to our camp, 
''hich had been left etamling. 

Oar loss m men was scry great indeed, (he regi. 
inent on being dismt»«cd m camp, ft])pearcd little 
larger than a good* 8 i 7 cd comi>a«y Of officers, 
besides poor Douglas killed, was my fneml oC tho 
picket, poor I’adJy lllakc. Ho was blown to pieces 
at an embrasure. Of wounded, there were tlirec, 
80 that Slow there averc acarccly enough to carry on 
the duty left with tlic regiment. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Soon the wounded and dead were forgotten, and 
after seeing the former properlj^ attended to, we 
adjourned to mess, and the deeds of the dar o^ordcd 
ample subject for comrersalion. 

‘'"Well,” said Elliot, who looked bigger, and was 
more noisy than ever after his day’s work, ''now 
here’s lack, there’s poor Paddy smashed, that capital 
griff Douglas gone; and may I be cut up into 
cavendish tobacco, if that nasty, ugly. Old Blowhard 
isn’t alive to bother us. 'Tis too_ bad, however, I 
knew it woold be so, tor all the sawbones led ns 
to think the fellow might be used up. I told you 
a man bom to be hung, don’t get drowned or shot 
either.” 

'‘Did the fellow fear?” asl^ one. 

"No,” said a Captain, "I don’t think he did; 
though he was too particular, in my opinion, about 
preserving the place for the commanding oDIccr. 
When we made the rush, ' flurrah,’ exclaimed he at 
the top of his voice, as the mere mention of the 
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clxarge called back \\m thonjils to Ibat excUnig 
teenc “ ilowcacr,” lie continued, “Old BlowUard 
may thank his bad riding for not getting «>hot, for 
his hor«e la nddlcd about the neck, and one bullet 
has gone through the flap of the saddle right into 
him, which ought to ha\c touched up Old Blow- 
hard’s leg first, Ind tint individual been able to 
nde, instead of sprawling all over a hor«c like a sack 
of corn ” 

“Mr Ewart,” 'aid a \oice outside the tent, 
recognued as belonging to the ludividual then the 
subject of conversation, “ come here, Sic ” 

The Adjutant with a very quiet “hang him,” said 
Bottovocc, left his place, and was some time away in 
close confab with the Colonel, whilst we m the tent, 
fully believing that Blowhard Ind overheard our 
convcriation, resolved to stick by each other , and 
if he said anything abont it, to brave the lion m lus 
den, and speak our minds freely "Whilst our 
doubts as to the cause of the lengthy detention of 
the Adjutant were becoming certainties, as to his 
having overheard wc were agreeably surprised by 
the return of that officer, who, with a cheer, told u«, 
* Orders bad been received for our division to be 
pushed on across the nver , and for which purpose 
we were to march in three hour’s tune, in a direction 
parallel with the nver and cross up higher, so as to 
be in tune to prevent the retreating foe from re 
osserabbng ” 
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Oar tima TO Aort for preparalioo, and as my 
head racked from the blo«r I had lecewed from the 
Sikh gunner, added io the eimlement of the day, I 
resolved that the couple of hours at my disposal 
sbould lie passed in sleep. 

The drowsy required but little costing, an 
two hours passed over only too quickly ; however, 
they were sufficient for test, and to relieve the pain 

in my head. , . .1 

My sword was again hudded on, hut not for the 
same purpose as it M hceu in the morning, but 
out of respect to the dead. ■ These w«o buried by 
toroh-light in their uniform, in front of the colours. 
The service of the dead being read by the Adjutant. 

Poor teUows, or rather poor Douglas (fora of 
Blake little, ercept his feet, were yisihle; to 
shattered remains being wrapped m his closk) 
looked calm and happy, his face stiU having the 
peaceful smile which it had presented six hours ago 
when last seen by myself. A volley was fired, the 
damp earth restored to the grove, and the silent 
spectators returned to prepare for the night’s march. 

^ Poor Douglas ! liow often then, and since, have I 
missed him. He had every quality to make himself 
beloved; and though but a tew weeks ivith the 
regiment, bis death cast a geaeral gloom upon aU. 
To me it was a great blow, tor from onr close inti- 
macy and my knowledge of Ids affairs, he had become 
os a brother; and often as I in after time sal or 
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Our march had been so Imrried and the road so 
ftbominablc, (hat no ba^gc could be with us^ 
or mess things either; so the setting son saw us 
hungry and uncovered, anxiously liopjng for the 
arrival of soiuething eatable and the tents; but 
no, darkness came, and hope was all we had to feed 
on, at least with a clod for my pillow, I lay on the 
damp sand and tried to sleep, my feet placed near 
the expiring ashes of what liad once been almost 
suflicient fire to roast a sparrow. 

• This fire had been the work of ns all to keep in 
light, and could only be fed from such stray bits 
of dried grass as all with difficoUy collected, ^und 
this we had sat, until one by one we dropped asleep, 
and thus continued nntQ one, more easily awakened 
or perhaps mote hungry than his companions, heard 
the mesa arire. 

.Its advent was the signal for n general rush to the 
spot selected by the tired servants for their resting 
place, and soon its stores were ransacked for cold 
meats and beer. Bat we were doomed to disappoint- 
ment, as of the former there was none, and of 
tlie latter a similar amount, it being all behind with 
the tents. In fact the arrival of the mess consisted 
of the arrival of the khansatnan, (head-man or 
butler), some of the servants, a few sheep and empty 
boxes. "VVe bore oar disappointment as we best 
could, and resumed out slumbers on the frozen 
ground, having previously given orders for one of 
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legs and shoulders of the sheep in a roasted state, 
also beer, tea, kettle, and other little things, all 
necessary for the day’s dinner, or supper, for there 
was uo knomng at rrhat time or where that meal 
would be eaten. 

This way of taking some provisions with was 
very useful, more particularly in crossing into the 
Tunjaub, as no baggage was allowed to cross until 
the whole force had done so, consequently, another 
hungry day and night would have been our lot. As 
it was, the mutton was eaten on the a et sand by 
moonlight, and we shivered through another dread, 
ful night. 

At daybreak we moved on towards Lahore, but 
'met with no opposition, the beaten Sikhs having 
retired on that city, intending to make a stand 
there. 

This never was the casp. On the third day from 
OUT entry into the Fuiijaub, Goolab Siugh, (who 
playing his cards well, had naanaged to keep at 
dnmmoQ during all the riots and murders which 
hastened on the war), presented himself, made sub- 
mission, and received Cashmere as his reward. 

It was with no pleasant feelings that the array 
received this intelligence, for the man was not liked 
by friend or foe; and his cruelties in tlie country , 
now presented to him, were matters of common 
conversation. Indeed so bad were they, as to have 
caused many a poor shawl-worker to leave home, 
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fitnily, anil all he held most dc^r, and «cch a refuge 
in our cantonments nl Loodnna, 

There was one comfort in Ins arrival, which 
hionghl with it a liall , thcreb} allowing the baggage 
to come up, and once again I alcpt snugly in n bed, 
the comforts of whndi wero greatly enhanced hy 
the three previous nights spent on the damp ground 
Lahore was reached, and with it parades and pro- 
clamations, the most interesting one of which, was 
that telhng the army they should receive a jear^s 
batta, a sum very liberal, but •»tiU not snlTicicnt to 
the junior ranVs to covet tbe senous CNpcn«cs they 
had incurred in carriage, mess, &.c , &.c 

The parades became fngblfnlly frcriucnt, and I 
began to regret my endeavours before and since the 
battle to learn any drill These had now caused ino 
to bo reported fit for duty, and os sucli an almost 
daily attendant at parade^, the frequency of which 
only bothered all Their utter u^eles^nc's being 
shew u by other regiments m tlw? same division, who 
when required on field days, manccuvred with greater 
precision and cclenty than ourselves , and yet their 
private parades were as one to our four But our 
men w ere bothered, and others not so, consequently 
worked more wiUmgty 

Tho life before Lahore had nothing particularly 
intereslmg in it Bcvicws on a large «calc, and 
feasts on a smaller At one of these former, the 
whole army was present and matched past to saluto 
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the Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief. B 
mast have been a grand aght, that army of 40,000 
men flushed with victory, passing in review. Among 
the spectators were all the Pnnjaub cliiefs and nota- 
bilities, some in chain armour, on horses, hidden 
under magnificent accoutrements. Then, mixed up 
with these were hundreds of elephants, on whose 
backs were howdaha of solid gold and silver, glitter- 
ing in tbe brilliant sunshine. A Httle apart was the 
gallant chief and his staff, returning the salute of 
each repment as it passed, and observing with 
heightened colour the march of those who had 
gained him a fortune and a title. 

Conspicuous in this gorgeous throng was the old 
Scinde conqueror, whoso awful boots, solar topee and 
undress nr^orm, drew particular attention. There 
he sat on his Arab cha^r, apparently lost to all 
around, but tbe movements of tbe army before bim. 

The Scinde chief obtained as much notice from 
the singularity of dress, as from any other cause. 
The ill-made hunting boots, grizzled beard, strag- 
gling to the waist, and solar topee, seemed out of 
place; better adapted for the wilds of Australia than 
at a general review, at whicli the troops were all 
clean and in uniform. But, perhaps, Sir Charles, as 
he liked singularity, preferred being so in this 
instance; or being anxious to prove that baggage was 
not necessary for officers, came without any, even 
omitting the shirt, towel, and bit of soap. 
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Keanng from home about ttvw tune, I received a 
letter of introduction to on officer holding a high and 
inQuentnl appomtincnt m the ‘■crvice, and he being 
then m camp, I determined on presenting it in per- 
son Not that I could hope for its leading to any- 
thing, as I had not been long enough in the service 
for that, but still, there was no knowing what might 
resnlt, particularly as appointments were not very dif- 
dcull to obtain at that time, and many of the rcci 
pients were among the least brilliant of mortal-* 

Oily Gammon, for such was the nick name of the 
officer to whom my letter was directed, was easily ac 
cessible , and, report «aid, had a way of misleading 
every applicant into a vam belief, that no one more 
than he (Oily) appcecnled the talents and merits of 
the would be staff officer, and as such, would not fail 
to remerobet him when an opportunity of serving 
him should pte«eQt itself 

^ly letter was extracted frpm an old, crabbed 
Scotch cousin of his, whom if he disliked as much as 
I did, would certainly never have been decently cml 
However, as il was. Oily received me with, the 
greatest affability, "be^ed I would be seated, hoped 
the aforesaid Scotch relative was well, trusted I had 
already seen how necessary a complete knowledge of 
the native languages was, and would endeavour to 
pass , and, finally, he would not fad m remembering 
me, S.C , kc ” 

Xlie silence that eusued, told me that I was now 
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expected to '«aj’ " tliani you,” nud walk off, which JE 
did, feeling pretty sure, in my own mind, that these 
Mords had been u«ed to hundreds before me, and 
nothing came of them. Tet I could expect no more, 
though I certainl} did wi<h he had promised me on 
appointment as *oon as I had pas-cd — a wish in- 
dulged ip by almost e\eiy )oang«ter in the «ernce, 
wlio, if he lives long tnough, will discover, that here 
as clscwhen., "Li««!ng goc^ by favour," and that in 
mo't instance*, let lum qualify him*elf ever so fully 
for the public «crvicc, and be, moreover, a wcU- 
edocated gentleman, lhe<e advantages will go for 
nothing compared with that of having an uncle lo 
the Directory, or, better still, being tlic tenth cousin 
of a big wig’s wife. Then ill is smooth saJing. 
The examination is mild, and the spell of regimental 
duty, ju«t sufficient to satisfy cxi«tiug rules. A 
vacancy » found, (o fill which, the min with interest 
1*, ns a matkr of course, suited 

The life of his less fortunate companion is not 
such as will induce him, not having interest, to put 
hiDi*elf to the expense end (rouble of pa«sing If 
he docs «o, after all, to find that he continues at 
regimental duty, that most amu'ing of all existence, 
m winch his mominir*, and frequently Ins evenings, 
arc spent at the intellectual employment call«l khuJ- 
dumoolhao, « c , luradc. Thi«, even, being grncrally 
confined to gnnJmg round the square, and saluting 
gracefully, winding up with manual and platoon 
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exerci«c. Then the day Ume w occupied vnlli courts- 
martial, and, still wore, courts of request, to saj 
nothing of a treasure part), sent off at two days* 
notice on a three montlis* march , and tins, pro- 
bably, \\\ the hot weather, wrth the thermometer in 
tents at 125°. 

AVell, to return After seeing all the sights of 
Lahore, the whole force brohe up some to remain, 
some to the proMnees, and the rest to occupy the 
Jullundur Doah — a tract of countr} the richest and 
most fertile of any m the Punjaub, which was taken 
by us as a set-off against expenses incurred, thereby 
shewing our power and moderation m not taking more 
lUnaturcd report said, wc would have taken the 
whole Punjaub then, but not having troops sufDcient, 
made a virtue of uecesMty, and contented onrselves 
with a tidtj sbee, a bit sure to pay 

The 76th were ordered to the Jullundur, and, ere 
long, ire found ourselves bnsy m building houses, 
and enjoying bfe m tents during the hot season, 
which, after all, passed away pleasantly enough, not 
withstanding the heat, which frequently reached as 
h^h as lao® in oni tents 

led a kind of prunitive life, seeing few, if any 
strangers, and being obliged to send thirty miles to 
the nearest cantonment for such a thing as a wine- 
glass or tea cup , so that m the event of such arti- 
cles being broken, their places were supphed by 
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sbaving mugs, and bottles cut in half, until a further 
supply could be receiTed Onr amusements were 
shooting and huntmsj, as often as we could get away 
from parades, at which Old Blowhard was more 
zealous than ever 

Several fresh officers had joined the regiment, 
the late war having can*ied many vacancies Among 
those recently posted was an assi«tant-*nrgeon, whose 
frank, manner^, and powers of anecdote, rendered 
him a favourite and most amusing compinion. 
Often have we, assembled in the mess-house, listened 
with pleasure to his tales of former days, and 
'wondered bow be bad seen so much of life and 
adventure, for he was jet butjonng The acconnt 
be gave of him'<elf was of the shortest, «impl\, that 
^he had tried practice in London, and having ex* 
bausted all bis «maU stock of ready money in wait- 
ing for patients, and seeing arrest in*tcnd of fees 
staring bin^ in the face, he most willingly accepted 
an appointment in India, where, to use his own 
words, '* be was i cry jolly, and liked the hfc exceed- 
ingly,” 

Many of the scenes in h» stones had really 
ocenrred either to hiro-'clf or others, and os n page 
from his history will be iii&mtcly more interesting 
than one from mine, I do not hesitate to pre»ent 
it to my readers So if I am fortnnate enough to 
find snch a person, let him imagine «cvcn or eight 
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of U3, all lounging round the mtss-table, each with 
a Manilla cheroot in his mouth, comfortabl}* listening 
to our medico; who has been fairly botlieral into 
the folloiving tale, which he had christened the 
"Castle Ball” 
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CHAPTER XXTV. 

The tells tang merry peals from the old ivy- 
mantled tower of tte parish chnrcb at Lancaster. 
Cannon were fired, flags were hoisted, and all was 
holiday in honour of the review of the county 
militia, which having been quartered in the town 
for the past month, were on this day to be released 
from further training. 

The conduct during this time, both of men and 
officers, had been such as to render their departure 
a matter of regret, and the citizens vied with each 
other in doing honour to their gallant company. 

The officers had become as noted for their agree- 
able manners and hospitality, as the men had for their 
excellent conduct; and were frequently the guests 
of the neighbouring noblemen and gentry. As a 
return for all the kindness they had received, it 
was determined that the day’s proceedings should be 
closed with a ball ; to which, besides their numerous 
friends of the surroandmg country, should also be 
invited the -- regiment, at that time in garrison at 
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the Castle. In tlie invitation to tlie ball, was also 
inclufled an invite to the revicss j anti long cre the 
liove CvTLtd (o? the 'jttotec^vo^ to begin, the parade 
ground -was filled with spectators, from the rich 
nobleman and atjnire with lus carnage and four, to 
the humble mechanic, all animated nitli the desire 
that the regiment before them, might acquit them- 
sebes in a manner v.ortUy of the county to which 
they hclonged. 

The review was over; the new colours presented 
and handed over to tho incding Ensigns by tlie 
tam daughter of the county magimlc, and all relumed 
to the town. The poorer classes to their suppers, 
and tho higher to dinner and prepatalioiu for 
the ball. 

The baW-TOom was tastefoby decorated \nth mill, 
laty trophies j and etc long was thronged with tho 
gallant and beautiful. Oon'ipicuous among her aes 
was Hiss O’Neale, whose tall graceful figure, and 
perfect beauty, was the general theme of conversa- 
tion. 

To gain her hind for a dance, was the object of 
every young fellow «i the room; and many envied 
the luch of young Coventry, who besides having the 
pleasure of twice dancing, succeeded m having her 
under his protection at the supper table. 

However much lookers ou, might envy, yet none 
of them could fed angry at the evident preference 
ahewu by Miss O^eale for Coventry, as he was a 
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general favourite, and moreover, the finest, hand- 
somest, and best made man in the — regiment, and 
as such, allowed to be the ladjr-iiller of the corps. 
Some said he was an abominable flirt, and only made 
love to the girls for the fun of the thing, thereby 
frequently causing utter ruin to the hopes of an 
anxious mamma or tremhling siren. However, this 
might or might not be true, one thing is certain, 
as sure as the — regiment went to new quarters, 
there was sure to be a love affair between Lieute- 
nant Coventry and the prettiest girl in the neigh- 
bourhood. That gentleman himself put it down to 
extreme susceptibility on bis pari, and fondness on 
the other. •-* 

The ball came to an mid at last ; and each fair 
girl first carefully muffled in shawl and cloak, de- 
scended the well lit staircase leaning on a soldier’s 
arm, by whom they were escorted to their carriages. 

Miss O’Ncale was handed out by Coventry, and 
as he pressed her hand in saying farewell, he men- 
tioned his intention of riding over on the morrow to 
inquire ** bow much injury she had received by the 
evening’s exertion.” Then the windows were drawn 
up, and she and her aunt rolled on their road home* 
wards. 

According to promise, Coventry next day rode 
over to Wennington, at which place Jliss O’Ncalc 
was staying on a visit to her aunt, the wife of a rich 
merchant at Calcutta. 
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Her aunt, Sirs Huilln*? was ncli enough, or at 
aw% n\c aufficienlly we\\ ptotjdeA wvih iwoiicy, to 
allow her to gratify almost every wish, so among 
other luxuries, hordes holli for mlmg and dn^ng 
purjKxca were not omitted 
The arrival of Coventry was expected lie re- 
ceived a hearty welcome, and stayed to lunch , after 
which the hordes being ordered round, the svholo 
party galloped o^CT to aco the old town of Kirby 
Londsdalc 

Tl\e day was beautiful, and Coventry found willing 
listeners lo his companions to his descriptions of 
the various scats and the habits of their owners, 
with tdl of whom he was more or less acijuamlcd 
Tlic sun was just sinking as the party returned to 
• ‘Wcnnington, and it was very late ere Coventry, 
slipping on hvs uniform, walked over lo Iho me<<s 
“■Well, Coventry, joVro a nice fellow to keep on 
appointment'” exclaimed Captom Dacres, aa that 
individual entered the room ** 1 wailed and waited 
for you to come to the Newtons, and when I sent 
over to your quarters, I was told you had borrowed 
a mg and ndden out Wcnnington way T*on 
honour, ’tis too bad Them the chasuiing Kitty 
asked tvficc alter you ” 

Hang her,” laconically ausweted Coventry 
“ Not exactly,” replied Dacres, she is too good a 
girl for that 111 tdl you what, old fellow, you 
might go further, and fare worse. She is a first rale 
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girl the finest hereabouts, and has wee bit^ 

tocher,” *as they call a few thousands in the Major's 
country. 

"In my opinion/' said xatlier a fast En'^iga, “ she 
IS by far the finest girl in this place ; worth a dozen 
of that tall pale girl they made such a fu'ss about 
last night. Miss — what do you call her, O'Neale?" 

""What’s that you sayi about Miss O’Neole?" 
demanded our hero, in a Toice far from good- 
humoured or civil. 

Oh, that’s the way the wind blows, is it ?’’ was 
the fast Ensign’s reply. " How Jong will it remain 
in that quarter, tbmk you’ ^oor Kitty, she has 
joined the dear departed; ah, well, but perhaps 

“ 'Tis as well to be off with the old love, , 

Before yon are on with the ntfw '* 

Imnmied the Ensign 

"I say, Coventry," put in the good natured 
Major, tailing m broad, north country accent; 
"you’ll go too far some day, and be brought down 
like a garden thrush. Just yon take my advice, 
now, and do na liavc anything to say to the'-e 
women kind, for they ate d — d troublesome, and 
make waur work with the siller." 

"Po you think so?” asked Coventry, hoping to 
change the direction of the conversation. 

"Yes, I do," responded Uie Major, "and I speak 
from experience, for when — " 
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*^Ah, ab?' intmupled Captain Dacrcaj tho 
^lajor spcala from llic cxpenencc lie had wjlh the 
hnght ejcd gazelle of the llockj ■who had the ex. 
qmsitc bad taatc to prefer the great, hairy, smutty, 
faced, Don Diavolo Inferno, to tho square-built 
descendant of the llalcoltn ** 

“But, but—’* pleaded ibe Major. 

Come, Major,'* said half a dozen, voices, ** tcU 
us all about your love affair,” and Ibat officer, 
nothing loth) told thq oft repealed talc, of lio\s, 
when with the regimeni.at Gibraltar, be bad been 
(otsahen by a perfect honn, all blacV eyes and ting* 
lets, for a great handsome Spaniard, all teeth aod 
whishera. * 

The telling of this story was just what Coventry 
required, as it drew away attention from himself and 
prevented cotnpansons {to Jura decidedly odious), 
being drawn between Miss O’Ncale and, perhaps, 
some gamsoD hack By the time it was done, the 
party began to break up, and Coventry arm in onn 
with Dacrcs, lighting their cigars, strolled into the 
town 

Coventry was but a .poor man, having nothing 
indepcndant of his pay, excepting such sums os were 
given him at different times by his uncle, a wlum 
sical old bachdoT, who, proud of his handsome nephew 
and of the fuss made with lum, would sometimes be 
lavish in his gifts, and laugh at the nephew's extra 
vagauce, whilst at others, he would refuse him a 

VOL I. o 
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Sixpence, and hold oat so long in Ins fefusal, as to 
caa'<e tlic greatest alarm to Coventry for fear of 
arrest On these occasions, Xieutenant Corentrj 
confined himself chiefly to his barracks, placing the 
safety of his person »in the hands of Ins servant, 
irhose experiences led him to discover and circumvent 
a bailiff under ai^ species of dtsgnise Often vrhen 
thus straigthened for means, threatened by duns, 
and confined tc^ barracks, did he determine to do as 
hia uncle recommended his doing’^in every letter he 
nrote, viz to " comnut matrimony, and propose 
to some 7oman or another snliing to take him, and 
provide him with the means of carrying on the war ” 
When Coventry returned to his quarters that 
night he felt that Miss O’Neale had mode a greater 
impteasiott on him than her sex usually did, and 
that her image remained fixed m his mmd, notwith 
standing his efforts to dislodge it 

Then he found himself busy planning m his head 
for the ways and means to meet her again, or for some 
plausible excuse to go once more over to Wenning- 
ton *' Pshaw,” said he to himself, " what nonsense,” 
and turning over, determined to go to sleep , but it 
was no use tiying, his mind was far too active So 
he turned again and again, until towards morning, 
the longed wished for slumber came, and with it 
dreams—m winch balls, pretty girls, duns, and old 
uncles mixed themsdves up in a manner most 
chaotic. 
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VthuTi there is a iriU, there w a way , and as 
oar hero had the njll, he was not long in finding out 
a way, or an excuse for an early Tisit to 'tVcnnmgton 
\Vbeii there his reception was so cordial and kind, 
as to make him regret ha>ing allowed four days to 
elapse between this and lus fii't visit Another long nde 
through the Valley of the Loon, and moonlight saw 
them home * 

It being, as Mrs Phillips knew, ^loo Utc for Mr 
Coventry to rctuVn m time for mess, she could do 
nothing else than ask that gentUmau to stay and 
partake of their dmntr, the first bell for which was 
then niigiDg, to this, after some show of refusal on 
our hero's part, who ** feared he inconvenienced, &c, 
Lc,” an acceptation was given 
The evening passed olT as might be expected, most 
plcnsauUy Miss 0 Neale '•ang well and sweetly, and 
os Coventry had a fait voice and eomc knowledge of 
masic, be was able to accompany her A email tray 
was brought xn with wine, and about midnight, 
Coventry was cantenng along the road to Lancaster 
head over ears in love 

'The repetition of his visit was not lost on so 
shrewd an oh«erver as Mrs Phillips, and as her niece 
appeared to rather like Coventry, she determined to 
find out more concerning him, and shew cmlity, or 
not, as he proved ehgihle or otherwise 

There was a fancy fair held at which she and her 
mece had a stall, and it was there her inquiries were 
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instituted Hoivever, *he heard nSthing satisfactory 
or unsatisfactory, ereryhody knew and liked Hr. 
Coventry, and as to his means, none in the regiment 
knew how he managed He generally had money, 
and certainly lived very extravagantly 

These gncstions and answers had all been gathered 
from different sources, one, indeed, being from 
Coventry lumself — who, observing m the hands of 
Mrs Phillips, some highly pnced and highly useless 
article, requested to be considered as the purchaser, 
and when asked m a smiling manner for the money, 
answered, “ I will bong it to morrow to TVenning- 
ton, and write to my node for a further snppJy ** 

The money was a capital excuse for riding over to 
'WeaningtoD, and next day Coye^try did so, finding 
Mrs. Phillips kinder than ever, sad Miss 0 Neale all 
that he could wish or imagine He stayed to lunch, 
and managed this time to be back in time for dinner 

Tor this, however, he Ind little appetite, and, 
somehow, thought that dimog at mess was a bore, 
and the society of so many men anything bnt 
pleasant 

His altered manners did not escape unnoticed, and 
many were the questions, as to the cause, put to him, 
and many the bits of adnce tendered as a cure for 
'' spooniness,'* as they termed his disease But to 
none of these did he pay attention, only wishing the 
donors further away, and himself once again at ITen- 
ningtoQ. 
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Mary 0 Neale had been staging witb licr annt at 
M’enningtoD some months, having come there from 
the hQa<*c of another aunt with whom she resided at 
a quiet place in VTotccslctshire But as Mrs 
Bhilhps proposed retoming m a short time to India, 
it was determined tliat Miss 0*Ncale should male her 
acqaamtance, and accepted an invitation accordingly 
This invitation had been more than once before 
given, but something alwajs occurred to prevent its 
acceptation Mrs Phillips was anxious to »ee her 
niece, *0 a^hed agjain, for she had heard much of her 
• beauty, and desired to introduce, and, perhaps, to 
show her off to *0016 of her country acquaintances, 
and, with herself jom m the gaiety going on, instead 
of " burying herself alive,” os Mrs Phillips called 
her residing in the quiet county of Worcestershire 
Mary accepted, though the promised gaiety had 
hut UUlc charms foJ her, as the death of her much 
loved mother occumng soon after she attained her 
seventeenth birthday, and the retired habits of her 
truly good aunt, made her look on gaiety and parties 
partly with fear, and partly with dislike ^ 

Her father was an officer of no mean ment la the 
Indian army, and had, some years before, accompa 
Died hi3 wife and only daughter home from India, 
intending to retue from active service at the expi 
ration of his leave But the sad event of his dear 
wife’s death, two years after her amval, determined 
him on returniug to India, first depositmg as a 
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sacred trust to the care of his iridoTred sister, his 
only daughter Tor m such hands, be knew a 
mother's watchful care was to be found 

Guileless as was Mazy, yet she was able to ^ee that 
the handsome, much admired Coventry liked her, 
and by lus frequent visits, that he took a pleasure in 
her society 

Her own sentiments towards him, she did not like 
to admit even to her«elf, but an inward feeling told 
Jier s2?© felt zaore for htm than all the world heside. 
During his absence she was unsettled, and on his 
arrival being announced she knerf that heightened 
colour and brighter eye told the tale concealed lu 
the inmost recesses of her heart 

Coventry’s visits had now become so frequent as 
so iooger to reqatre a Toasos htjag gyves, asd, as a 
consequence, his company at the mess table less fre 
quent Indeed, lus being present there was the 
signal for the conversation to always take a turn 
more or less personal as regarded himself Advice 
and banter were so intermingled, ns to greatly annoy 
him, and often drive him home to lus quarters, more 
ai&ioTis to quit tliat state of society than ever 

"Poor fellow,” said Dacres, "if he isn't spooney, 

I don’t know what is He scowls at one like a 
hungry hyena, if spoken to, and goes sighing about 
like a funiace I have known Ihrj bare four or live 
love affairs, but were never anything so had as this, 
why, if it was a first love (which they say is rather 
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iTTing), one couM cicu'C liimj but be is a icgutar 
old liand at it " 

“All, well,” said the Scotch ifojor, "I toU bim 
bow it woold be, and he would na believe me, 
5ot \bc cipencnce 1 bad wben a\, \be l\ctcb— ” 

“ Come, ilajor," ‘aid the Adjutant, " pray pre- 
serve the balance of that little episode in jour carter 
until some future pcriotl, and Icfs leave Coventry , 
Mess and the Itoclc alone, and stroll homewards ” 
KotwUhstanding all the banter and personal rematb*, 
still Coventry persevered m being constant to 
^Vcnnmgton, and one day told the talc of lus long 
pent up love. The bait wlu*pctcd “ yc«,” told bira 
It was returned, and soon after be rode away tbo 
happiest of mortals leaving bis dearest Jlary to 
brciV the news to ‘'fra Phillips 

Tlie event bad been long expected by that lady, 
and 80 after kissing and congratulating her fait 
niece, she resolved to have some pnvato conversa 
tion with Hr Coventry on tbo morrow Coventry 
rode very gently bomewatds, bis Ibougbls occupied 
with what he should say and do tlio next day, 
as he felt certain his meeting with Mrs Phillips 
would be to consider the ways and means All he 
had, he well knew was derivable from the old uncle, 
and whp, from the usual tenor of his notes and 
advice, was not very likely to con«ent to liis match. 
From all that he (Coventry) could gather, it 
appeared that Miss (FNealo was but badly off 
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Kott, lilr Coventry, wc liave mncli to say to cacli 
other, and let us say it all corafortablj j fio draw 
the aim chair to the firt, winch stir, and I date 
«ay we shall be the very beat of fnends/' Mrs. 
Phillips pau'»cd, Covcnlty pulled the chair neatly into 
the grate, stirred the fire violently, and pau'^ed too. 
*Twa3 awkward this silpnce, Coi entry hoped Mrs 
Phillips would say somctlung more, but as she did 
not, he found he must, so m a low voice began, 
Mrs. Phillips — then shaking off the half 
nervous, half stupid feeling that bound him, he told 
her fairly and honestly how matters stood "That 
in his opinion, bet niece was all man could wish 
for m a wife, and that m asking her to become his, 
he was actoaled by no ^elfish motives, but by real, 
true, earnest affection for one that he knew returned 
bis love ” 

"‘Well, Mr. Coventry,** answered Mrs Phillips, 
*' I have no doubt you lovo Mary, and Mary loves 
you, but to be very unromanlic, but I hope not 
nnkind, lei me as'k if you think your uncle will con- 
sent, and allow you a still larger allowance than 
he does at present , as one hundred pounds a year 
beyond yont pay is hardly enough to enable you 
to bve as a married man m the style you have been 
accustomed to And let me add, my dear Mr. 
Coventry, that from as much as I have known of 
you, I do not think you wotdd like to relinquish 
all, or neatly all of yon* pxe*ent enjoyments, and 
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—well, I sapposc I mast, but wliat on earth to say. 
Hang thU fire, I wish it would bum,” and seizing 
the poker he did lus bc*t to make it do so Then 
tesuininglns soliloquy, ^aid, “ How ami to begin ? tell 
the old fellou, that he will be glad to bear I am 
going to be mamed, and that I want more com. 
Or praise up Marj, and apjieal to Ins feelings Bah 
—•be hasn’t such tbmgs, so that won’t do All he 
cares for, is money, and Mary has not a half penny. 
Bother and hang the thing, well never mind, hero 
goes a letter,” and Coventry wrote somewhat as 
follows 

“Tott hare often expressed a desire to see me 
comfortablv married and settled, and now, do not 
be surprued, but rather consider me as dutiful, for 
acting under your advice 1 am heartily sick of 
mess parties, flirting and extravagancies , and have 
determined to live quietly and soberly with Mary. 
She IS all 1 could wish for m a wife, and is one 
of whom you even would be proud Her father is a 
Colonel in India 

“Now, uncle, about luoney Tort make me a 
moat liberal allowance I own, and with that and 
occasional bills paid, I have hitherto managed to 
hold my own with most of my brother officers, but 
now, as a mamed man, I hardly think the allow 
auce 13 sufficient, and don’t get annoyed at my 
asking for more Say fifty or one hundred a year 
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live most retired, for such so limited an income 
vroulil require." 

"Itut," answered Coventry, *^Isvould do anything, 
and am heartily sick of gaiety, so that a retired life 
wonhl have the greatest charms now, more par* 
ticularly with JIary to share the solitude. As to 
my uncle, I will write, but hardly think he will 
give more — hut— you must not bo offended llrs. 
Phillips, at my asking if Mias O’Ncalc cannot bring 
some little towards the empty exchequer?" 

"No," replied Jtrs. Phillips, "Mary has not a 
fartbiug. Her father, the Colonel, got into debt 
when a young man, and has, I know, very lately 
borrowed a large sum from one of the banks to 
enable him to purchase his step, for he is only a 
Major rcgimcntally ; so I am certain he would not 
allow her auylhing. Then your nncle^ I doubt that 
100 *; but let us say no more about it until you 
hear from him. Is not this the best way ?" asked 
Mrs. Phillips, “well then,” resumed that lady, “tho 
sooner all these disagreeable little things are settled 
the belter. So will you write to your nncle, whilst 
I go and order lunch ; when you have finished, come 
to the dining room, we will be there at lunch. Pen, 
ink, and paper are ou that table, tmd au levoir,** 
said the cool woman of the world, as she slipped 
out of the room, leaving our hero staring at the fire, ^ 
and looking very sheepish indeed. 

" Humph J"jnuttered Coventry, " write to the uncle 



201 


lit rscArc rnoii 


more; tlins shall I he able fo give dearest ^fary 
such comforts as she has been accustomed to receive; 
and its jrosscssion v\iU lend to the happiness of jour 
ever dutiful nephew, 

*'Alex. Cov'entey/’ 

“^•S. — I had foi^tlcn to mention that Jlarj’ is 
not well off, so pmj assist us, mj dear uncle/' 

Tlic letter was scaled, and Coventry with it in 
his hand descended to the dining-room. Here be 
found Mary alone, and pleasant was their talk over 
future prospects. She was hopeful and trusting; 
nnd her confidence tended particularly to dispel the 
doubts in Coventry's mind, concerning his receiving 
an increased allowance from the uncle. 

Mrs. Phillips came in; and after lunch they all 
rode out together. Coventry being most agreeable, 
and having imbibed some of Mary’s hopefulness, 
gave Mrs. Phillips glowing pictures of his uncle’s 
generosity and future hoppiness. 

The letter was posted by Coventry as he returned 
to Lancaster, and the few.daya that intervened be- 
tween its being written and the reply, were spent in 
anxious doubts by all parties. At length, the long 
wished for, jet much dreaded reply was received, and 
Coventry, mounting his horse, rode over to Wen- 
nington to explain its contents to Mary. 

Fts face shewed that the answer was unfavourable, 
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extravagancies— not one. that causes my fllrcatly 
overtaxed means to be still further diminished by an 
incrc 3 «cd allowance to yourself. You know very 
•well I can ill afford to pvc all I do to you, and am 
annoyed at your expecting it. 

"Miss Mary (you do not tell me her surname), is, 
1 have no doubt, all that is good and amiable, 
indeed, too much so for you ; but your marriage with 
her would only entail great misery on both parties, 
as from it, nothing but poverty would arise. Thi? 
she might be able to bear, but you could not ; hence 
would come grumblings and discontent, all of which 
would be visited upon your poor wife. 

"The allowance I make you is sufficient to enable 
you to live as a gentleman, and ample for all your 
wants } consequently there is no excuse for your 
running into debt os you do } and were it not that I 
fear your losing your commission, I would not 
encourage these abominable extravagancies by paying 
them. However, I will pay no more, and, moreover, 
■wish to state most distinctly that I will withdraw all 
allowance if you marry this girl. 

"It may appear unkind^but I have considered the 
subiect well before coming to this decision j so I 
a^ain say, that if you marry this girl you will never 
have any help from me for the future. 

‘‘Ever yours, 

‘*J0HN CovnNTBT.^* 
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Tlic 'ilencc that ensued after the peni«al of tbs 
btter vas at bst broVen l>y Maty, who ashed Coven 
try, "If he did not thmk that his uncle would 
lelcnt, for he seems Und hearted " 

"Iso," replied that individual, “I know him well 
kou see he tells me that he has been m no hurry to 
decide ” 

"But,” pleaded Mary, "don’t you think ho will 
change even if I w rote ? lie certainly calls me a 
pauper, which is most uncivil/’ and she tried to 
laugh, poor girl, whilst her heart was breaking at 
the thoughts of her losing Coventry for ever. 

" For my part/’ said Mrs Phillips, " 1 sec but 
Jittlc hope htary might write and try that, but 
still frotn the letter of your uncle, I see, (hat under 
any circumsttuico your allowance cannot be in 
creased , and I agree with him in Ihintiug that it 
would be madaess your marrying as you ate at 
present situated, hlr Coventry’s note is in my 
opinion reasonable and not unkind However, let 
US try again and I will leave jon two here to concoct 
an epistle, which yon had belter see posted yourself " 
" llaty," said Coventry, on finding himself 
alone with her "This is a sad business, I cannot 
tell how to^act If after all the uncle does not como 
down with the money, what on earth ore we to do ?” 

‘^Wait and hope for belter times/’ rephed Mary , 
"I am wdhng to do so, but yet trust all will be 
well’ 
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*flt may be/^ gtoomfly answered Coventiy; 
"however, you write and I trill do so, too, enclos- 
ing it in mine," 

Tlie letters were written. Coventry's being half 
begging, and half apologetic- “SVliilst JIary’a was 
kind, loving, and yet dignified. With these 
Coventry rode away. 

In due course of time answers were received. The 
one addressed to bis nephew being short and deter- 
mined. In it the old gentleman stated most posi- 
tively his inability, under any circumstances, to 
allow more than he at present did, and his* intention 
to withdraw that did the nephew marry Sliss O'Neale. 
To Mary his letter was kind, but did not hold her, 
out the slightest hope— giving as his reason, that his 
nephew was far too careless in money matters and 
extravagant, ever to live on a limited income j and 
that he foresaw in his union with her nothing but 
misery, and begged that she would endeavour to 
forget all that had ocenrred. 

Both letters were placed in an envelope and sent 
by post from, Coventry to Mrs. Phillips; who, after 
handing over to Mary the one adi-essed to her, 
perused that written to Coventry. Having doneeo, 
she turned to observe Mary, who, silent and sad, 
was sitting neat the window sobbing as if her heart 
would break. 

" I think,” began JIrs< Phillips, "Mr. Coventry 
might have brought these himself, and not have sent 



TnE imiviEs rs ouDn, 


200 


bj post \Tjtbout c^cn ft srorJ or line to sav 
whether he was plcase<l or •orry to have rccciTcd 
them I really think he is rather pleased than other- 
wise^* 

" Oh •” intcrniplcd Mary, ** do not «ay anything 
against him, perhaps the news upset him, and lie 
conld not tmte or come ” 

**T3p«ct, fiddle dc dee/' said the slrongCT-raindcd 
Xtra PhiUip^f " lie is too old a hand to be *o 
wsUy up«ct I begin to think he was looking after 
money, and fancied joa had some, and now is very 
glad of Ills* ancle as an cicusc to get out of it I 
think the uncle is the kinder hearted, he is, at any 
rate, honest about it I do not wish, dear Mary, 
to say anything to hurt your feelings, hut still, I 
think ^Ir Coventry’s manner altered from the time 
I loU him you had notlung ” 

"Bat,” sohhed Mary, "I know he might have 
mamed girls with money, as he has told me so, and 
I will wait for ever if he likes ” 

" Yes, Ifaty,” said Mia Phillips, ** you’ll wait, but I 
don’t think he would But, Mary, it is really a 
roost foolish match, and can be productive of no 
good Do give It up ” 

" Never V’ firmly responded Jlary , " never, except 
he wishes it, and then, aunt— I do ” 

“■Well, dear," said Hr* Phillips, "I will write 
to him and acknowledge the receipt of the letters, 
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and remember, dear, under these cirenrastances, and 
in common justice to yoar father, I must say that 
it will best if all is now ended between you. Accord- 
ing to bis answer, so you csin act.” 

After some time, hlary consented to these arrange- 
ments ; though not without many a fear that Coventry 
might be offended or think that she was anxious for 
the match to he broken off ; and consequently desert 
her for ever. 

■ Mrs. Phillips wrote thus 
*‘Dear Mr. Coventry, 

"1 was a good deal hnit and surprised at the 
letters coming by the post, and hope ill health was 
not the cause of yonr not writing or bringing them 
yourself. 

"The tenor of Mr. Coventry’s letter, both to 
yourself and to my niece, leads me to feel certain, 
that in prolonging this engagement, nothing but 
trouble will he the result; therefore, for both parties, 
it would he better were it now brought to a conclu- 
sion. This, after some consideration, I dare say 
you will see yourself. 

"No doubt tins will he asad blow to both, and I 
could wish for your sakes that it had been otherwise; 
hut under all circumstances, I really tliink it is your 
best and wisest plan, and do not be offended with 
me for saying so. 

" Tills I hope may not dimmish our friendship ; 
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but 'mtb best wishes for your welfare and liappinessj 
believe me, 

**Ever yours sincerely, 
"Ellev PiiiLLirs/* 

Coventry had done little else than sit over the fire 
all day after sending the letters to Mrs. Phillips j 
lost in conjecture as to what her reply might be. 
Several times it struck him that both she and Mary 
would have expected him to have brought them him- 
self, and, perhaps, feel hurt at his not having done 
80. But this he could not help, as be would latber 
n«k offending them both, thm subject himself to the 
searching glance and disagreeably plam reasoning of 
Mrs. Phillips. To tell the truth, he rather disliked 
that lady, and felt that she could read his character 
perfectly well. 

"Next day’s post brought the letter from 'IVenning- 
ton, which, as soon as read, was crumpled up, and 
tossed into Ihc fire. Then the desk was unlocked, 
and Coventry wrote thus 

“ ily dear Mrs. Phillips, 

It was as I expected , my uncle would not alter 
bis detertainaiion, and to (ly m his face would be 
madness. I would not be so selfish, under such 
circumstances, as to ask dearest Mary to continue 
the engagement I would write to her, but can 
hardly trust myself; so do you tell her how vexed I 
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am attho'tarn affairs have taken. Poor dear girl, 
■would that it could hare bcea otherwise j but I 
would never drag her into that poverty which would 
be hard for either to bear. As you say, I trust this 
affair may not diminish our friendship, and with 
every kind “wish towards Miss O’Neale and yourself, 
believe me to be, 

'* Ever yours sincerely, 

"AUX. COTENTKT.” 

‘’Well,” said Mrs. Phillips, on receiving this 
letter, as she sat with her niece at the breakfast* 
table, ''it is, my dear, dear Jlary, just as I ex- 
pected, he is gUd of the opportunity to get off the 
engagement.” 

** Oh, aunt,” said Mary, “I don’t see that. He 
says he would not be so selfish as to contmue it. It 
is me, the poor fellow is thinting of." 

"Is he?” said Mrs. Phillips. “No, Maiy, dear, 
read the letter over agmo, and you will*see it in a 
different light. He would Trrile to you, but 'is 
vexed at the tjim affmis have taken.’ Vexed ! Is 
that all? And towards the end of his letter, ob- 
serve, he owns that poverty is hard to bear, and^ 
evidently is unwilling to lisk.it. No, dear, I cannot 
approve of Mr. Coventry, and am very glad the 
‘ affair,’ as he terms it, is concluded. That he likes 
yon, I believe; and that, perhaps, more than ho him- 
self supposes. But still, his love is too selfish for 
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her and so cndeavoatcd to forget him ; but this 
was difficult to do, Vfilh one she loved so deailj 
living so near. Under these circumstances, she de- 
termined on bidding her aunt farewell, and hiding 
her disappointment and hot sorrows in the dear, 
quiet home in 'Worcestershire. 

Several times during tliat week, bad Coventry de- 
termined on going over to Wennington ; but each 
time his courage failed him, and he put off doing 
so until another day. Thus passed a fortnight; 
when, mounting his horse, he rode over, but on 
arrival, was not admitted within, as Airs. PWllips said 
" not at home and from the servant he Iieard of 
the departure of Hiss O’Keale. 

HU thoughts as he rode homewards were not of 
a very pleasing description. An inward monitor told 
him he had behaved very badly in not having called 
there before. . To drown care, he resolved to enter 
more wildly than ever into all the gaieties and 
amusements going on ; from which, during the en- 
gagement with Miss O’Neal^ he had^ absented 
himself almost entirely. 

His return to mess, and the old style of living 
did not pass unnoticed; and nnmerons were tbeS> 
remarks made in his presence and during his absence 
at the cause. The repetition of jokes, and the fre- 
quency of personal remarks, made the mess, and 
the society generally of his brother officers, become 
wearisome; so bad indeed was it, as to determine 
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liim to wctiauge j bia -uncle’s con«ent 'svjvs very ca‘»ily 
olatamed, and the excluingc efftclcd, into another 
corps at Dublin 

^VbateTer Coventry’s habits of extravagance may 
have been before; they were far excefeded now. 
Credit being more casdy obtainable, and the op- 
portnmtwa for spending money, cootinoally oCfenng 
themselves m this gay city. The gay, the hand«ome 
Coventry was admired and sought after, and many 
were the inquiries about "wbo that handsome young 
fellow was,’* as he, with a knot of three or four 
other men, took the usual promenade in Sackville 
Street The society be kept was generally that of 
men far richer than bim^elf, and whose habits were 
of the wildest description The first six months 
passed very pleasantly. Tradesmen nev er even asked 
for payment. Pcetty guls with a very small por 
tiou of brogue and fortune, smiled on our hero, 
procoted invitations for him to all the private par 
ties, and credit was easily obtainable. But now a 
change came over all the^ delights. Bills began 
to come in, and credit became harder to find, now 
the old feats of bailiffs and arrests once more 
disturbed his peace of mind, and the saunters in 
SackviUe Street were less fieqacut and less pleasant 
He had written to his uncle more than once for 
assistance, and had received a short, sharp note m 
reply, giving a cheque for about one tenth tbe sum 
required. The wntet refusing to give mote, and 
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complaining of having been very ill with determina- 
tion of blood to the bead, which, he added, "you 
might have heard of before, had you taken any 
interest in me." Under these circumstances, Coven- 
try could- not tell what to do. That the money 
must be paid he knew; but in what manner it 
was to be raised, was a most decided enigma. A beg- 
ging letter sent to the uncle was not replied to, and 
there seemed nothing left bat to sell. 

Deeply did he begin to regret the foolish life 
he had hitherto led, now that sober reason gained 
its sway. Here was he some thousands in debt, 
and had not one single thing worth a ten-ponnd 
note to shew for it. His fast friends were not now 
always so glad to see him; particularly when 
they found out that his share of the eipeoses was 
paid with difficnlty, or not at all. Prom his brother 
officers he could expect but little sympathy, as he 
had never much courted their society; and from the 
usual resort of the uncle, there was not the slightest 
hope of assistance. 

It was a ‘dark sort of day, as Coventry sat over 
the fire in his room, pondering on his difficulties, 
when a letter was put into his hands by his servant, 
having just come by post. 

Duns by post bad been pretty frequent lately; 
and as Coventry considered this to be one, he tossed 
it carelessly unopened on to the table, and resumed 
his meditations. These having been indulged in 
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for some time, the unopcnci! letter iras then 
ictoemhered; and after some comments on the post 
mark, “London,’' and the "d — d cramped hand 
the fellow writes,” the contents were perused. 

The reading took hut a aliott time, but the 
letter instead of being thrust into the fire with the 
poker, as was nsual with Ins epistles, was carefully 
folded and pat in lus desk. 

“ Toor, dear, old man said Coventry half aloud, 
** he IS gone , well, I wi«h I had behaved differently 
to him , bat I always thought he was belter off. It 
18 really more than I deserve, bis leaving me so 
much, but how lucky it h'ls come. 'Well, I must 
answer the letter, X suppose, and then make some 
arrangeraenU with th<^ rascally shop fellows.” 
Thus saying, Coventry acknowledged the receipt of 
the letter , and at the same time, expressing a wish 
that some portion of the money might be imme- 
diately •sent, as his circumstances imperatively de 
manded it 

The letter he had received, ran thus — 

“Lenr Sir, 

" It 13 With Uo ordinary feelings of regret, that I 
have to inform you of the sudden death of your 
uncle, John Coventry Esq , who expired suddenly at 
bis breakfast table two days ago 

“All arrangements regarding the disposal of his 
property and his faaeial have been made by hia 
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somewhat better advantage than it had liifhcrto been j 
and Ukcwisc dctciraiTtcd to rookc bis narrow income* 
cover all his wants ; but tins he clearly saw never 
could be (lone with his present regiment, or in 
BaWin. 

In due time the legacy was received, and an ar- 
rangement entered into with bis creditors, by wbibh 
hi3 debts were discharged and he once again a free 
man. The balance left mhis hands was so little, as 
*tQ necessitate a most ngid economy, or to cause an 
exchange into some regiment m the Colonies, 

This latter plan oppeared piefcrable, and hearing 
of a favourable opportunity, he effected an exchange 
into the — Toot, at that time stationed at Btrbainporc 
in Bengal. 

A year passed over — Coventry had obtained his 
company, and was considered by bis regiment as the 
beau ideal of an oSlter, Tew were greater favourites 
than be, both with the men and with every one m 
the station. Nothing could be will done, or indeed 
got up at all >sjthoat Captain Coventry bad the 
principal baud in the maua^^ment, and under Uis 
directions did theatricals, picnics, and ro-umons, 
flourish. 

I'cw were belter shots, or could tide a pig so well. 
Although but little more than a year lo India, yet 
more tlian one tiger had fallen to his ntlc, and he 
bad already become baown in "porting circles 

Bcrliamporc was wdl situated for a sportsman. 
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The dense jangle under the hill, at no great distance 
• rom cantonments, being pretty full of game, from 
the royal tiger and fierce wUd buffalo, to the 
dainty snipe and floriean. To have sport rrith these, 
was the general amusement to such as could obtain 

W during the short cool season. 

OJor this purpose, it was usual ahout the month of 
January for large parties to meet at some place 
onvenient ; and having seen everything correct, to 
shmting'* “”'1 nonunence. 

These parties were formed from the residents in 
ana about the station, whilst often a large number 
came up from Calcutta to join in the sport. Gen- 
tlemen were not always left to each other's society 
on these occasions, as»lnany of llie ladies, tired 
of the duU and monotonous life led in canton- 

Ter. “f ‘to »‘='"er 

sex , and for thsir accomodation, the largest tents 

ptvidT ™ 

The ladies workd, read, and enjoyed the cool 
dehaons freshness of the air, whilst their lords and 
masters with numerous elephants and beaters, were a 
tew miles off searching every patch of jungle for 
tigers or wild Log. 

Ooc of these parties had been arranged by the 
head civilian at Bethampom; and the necessary 
elepLants, horses, &c., &c.. Laving been obtained 
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from llie MooHicdabai all detcnnmcti to 

enjoT tlicmselrca to the utmost. 

In the Bcrhamporc partj, of cour»c Caplam 
Coventry* was jncloJccl, and great things were ci- 
pected of him, both from^hw good ndmg and 
nnernng aim. The Calcnlla party was brge, having 
several ladies m the tram, all of whom were wcR- 
known to the residents of Bcrliampote, but perfect 
strangers to Coventry. 

^ The party met at Burcah, to which place the ser- 
vants, tents, elephants, and all requisite things liad 
been sent days before, both from Calcutta and Dcr- 
hacipotc. 

To Coventry’s surprise, who should he be intro- 
duced to, they being of the Calcutta parti* but hfrs. 
I’hilhps and with her was Mm O'Neale I Of theit 
being even in India he did not know, or did they for 
a moment suppose that he was in the country also, 
much more at Bcthampoic. However, as things 
happened, there was no help for it, and Mrs 
Thilbps, anxious to relieve her mcce and Coventry 
from their confusion, eaid loud enough for the others 
to heat, 

“"Well, Hr. Coventry, who would have thought of 
seeing you here. Have you been long in India ?” 

Coventry* s reply shewed the bystanders that His 
Ttulhp^, Hiss O’Neale, and Imnself had been old 
acquaintances, and after some desultory conversa- 
tion, the party broke up The gentlemeu going to 
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see after their horses and gons, and the ladies to 
various employments, leaying Coventry and Mrs. 
Phillips alone in the tent. 

Soon an explanation of this meeting was given, 
and received on both ‘sides. By it, Coventry dis- 
covered that Miss O’Neale had but a few months 
ago arrived in Calcutta, and was to proceed in a 
short time up country to join her father, who was 
holding an appointment in the Hills. Miss 0 Neale 
having, by the death of her kind aunt in ‘VTorcester- 
shite, been left without a home, had according to her 
father’s wish come out to India, and was stopping 
for some time with her Sunt, the agent's wife, in 
Calcutta.' 

These kind of parties were to Mrs. PhiUips a 
great source of pleasuK? first because she obtained 
a little fresh air and novelty, and secotidly, because it 
gave her husband a few day’s absence from the ever- 
lasting office, and the confinement incidental to the 
sphere of life he had chosen. She had had some 
little difficulty in persuading Miss CyNe.aIc to accom- 
pany them, as gaiety was a thing not much sought 
after by that young lady. However, seeing that not 
consenting would probably prevent her aunt accom- 
panying Mr. rhillips, she had agreed to go, and 
the icsuU was this meeting with Coventry. 

The meeting between Coventry and Mary was 
rather awkward 5 and both parties fdt themselves 
embarrassed. However, ere long this feeling wore 
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a-way j and before evening, Coventry Ind reinstated 
hin^ell m favour wit'll Mrs ThiUips, nnd had been 
q^Qite forgiven by JIary, to both of whom he apolo- 
gized for Ills tudeties'*, and apparent want of feeling 
at "Wennington As for Mr. Phillips, beyond mere 
cmlity, he paid but little attention to any of the 
party. 

Next day at an early hour the camp was astir ; 
and after a burned breakfast, the gentlemen pro- 
ceeded to beat up for pig Peforc the day was over 
many a tasker bad breathed bis last. Coventry’s 
ndmg was thought much of, and three boar had 
fallen under his spear. Some few accidents occurred 
though nothing very senous, and two horses were 
tipped, owing to the bad nding of their owners 
The day ending, the paTt> relumed to the tents, 
finding dinner ready «oon after their arrival. 

Each day the sport was vaned, until at the end 
of a week, game became so scarce as to necessitate 
a removal of the camp deeper mto the jungle. Tur 
this purpose all the tents were struck, and with the 
servants, elephants, &.c , 8..C , packed olt to the new 
encamping ground 

It had been determmed that such ladies as miglit 
hXc to ride, should accompany a party of gentlemen, 
who volunteered to be their escort and guides to 
the new camp, and as the whole country abounded 
with wild bog and small game, most of the gentle 
mcQ earned then hunting spears and guns along 
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with lljcm, hoping to linrc an opporlunitj of using 
tlicm cn route. 

Tlie week gone hyc liad not been entirely given 
up to sport by Captain Coventry, but the last two 
days bad been passed chicHy in the society of Jfrs. 
rhilh'ps and Jlarj-. By the last he had never been 
entirely forgotten, and now that be once again spoke 
of love, she felt raorc deeply attached to him than 
ever. She now knew and could see his faults, wliich 
were hy no means few ; but observed that these had 
been considerably lessened by his uncle's death, and 
his exchange to India. 

Mrs. rhillips and her husband could offer no 
objection to the engagement, and most pleasantly did 
lime pass with all parties. Among the equestrian 
party were lirs. Phillips and Hiss O'lfcale, of 
course under the immediate escort of Coventry, who, 
spear in hand, rode at Mary’s side ; his steed the best 
bit of blood the desert could produce, which arching 
its neck, and hounding from side to side, appeared 
as if it partook of no small portion of the joy which 
filled its master’s heart. 

The road lay along the banks of a sluggish'stream, 
deep and dark, winding its way between high mad 
h nTiVa , the dense foliage on which here and there 
almost concealed the water. It wag in a part of 
this stream, rather more open than hitherto, that 
Coventry saw seated on the bank a Urge mltnre, at 
which he threw 'his spear, saying at the time of 
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doing so, “ Come, I’U wager ft rupee that I liit 
him.” However, hi^ eje was untrue, for the spear, 
missing its object, glanced from 'the bauk and bu- 
ried itself to a very small depth in the stream 
below. 

CoYentr/s groom slipped down the bank, and 
with ease reached the end of the spear j hut his 
foot slipping, he fell into the water and immediately 
disappeared beneath the surface. The next instant, 
Coventry springing from bia Arab, was plunged deep 
in the dark waters, anxiously seatebmg for the 
poor native whose death he considered was caused by 
bs folly. Twice had Coventry dived, and as often 
risen to the aurfacc, asking from those on the bank 
** if they bad seen tbe native but receiving a reply 
m the negative, he had prepared for further search, 
when rusing bis arms suddenly high above hia head 
with a look of agony, he ntleied a piernng sknek 
and instantly was lost to view. Tbe blood stained 
water shewed what had been bis fate, and that 
perhaps whilst they were now looking at the placid 
surface the man, who but a few minutes before 
elate with new hopes and health, envied by all, 
was at that present moment being dragged bmb 
from bmb by the relentless shark or alligator down 
in the dark waters below. 

All that men conld do, situated as they were, XTas 
done to recover the body of poor Coventry, hut 
without effect. At length evening closing m, they 

VOL. 1. q 
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ftll Jcft tlic drcntl spot, and arrived ere long at the 
tents. 

To describe poor JIary*a feelings would be im- 
possible. Tlie imploring look still seemed before 
licr, and the scream of agonj yet tang in her cars. 
She rode Jiclplcssly away from the sad scene, between 
ilr. and lirs. Phillips, who tried with kind words 
to lighten the awful blight cast on poor llary'^ 
life. All, everything was unheeded ; her thoughts 
were with the dead, deep at the bottom of tlie dutk, 
dreary stream. Almost mechanically she kept her 
seat on horseback, and appeared unaware of having 
been lifted ofT on.arrival at the tents. 

Two days passed thus, Hrs. Phillips becoming 
alarmed, determined no longer to wait far the 
steamer to return to Calcutta, but hastened to that 
city with her niece, whose life for several long weeks 
trembled in the balance. At length a change for the 
better occurred, and then a strong constitution, with 
careful nnrsing, tended to restore poor hlary once 
more to strength, bnt her spirits bad gone for ever. 
Often when alone, sitting with the window open, 
so as to admit the sea breeze on her yet fevered 
frame, would her thoughts revert to the fearful scene 
and mangled lover, whilst the big tears chased each 
other down her palbd cheek. Poor girl, how often 
did she wish she was once again in dear TTorcester- 
shire, and conld but once more hear the sweet 
inspiring tones of her, who now slept in the icy grasp 
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of death far away. At Colonel O’Ncalc^s desire, his 
daughter, as soon as strong enough, left Calcutta for 
the Hills, and ere long was folded in the arms of her 
devoted parent. 

This dreadful affair had the effect of hrcalcing up 
the sporting party, aud each person composing it 
was soon at their posts j gome mating money, others 
losing it. The miUtaty teturned to cantonments, 
the civilians to their offices, and the hdies to their 
respective homes. Tlie catastrophe served for some- 
thing to talk about for some days, and then gave 
^ay to something more terrible or more novel. 

The appointment held by Colonel O'Ncale, caused 
him frequently to he absent in the intetior of the 
Hills for weeks together. His time, on these occa- 
sions, being occupied m surveying road-*, bridges, 
and public buddings. In some of his inspections 
on Works near his head-qnarters, be had often been 
accompanied by lus daughter, but as the roads in 
the intcnot were dangerous and difficult to travel 
on, she had never ventured very fat ftotn home. 
However, having been nearly two jears a resident in 
the Hills, and short trips giving her courage, she 
determined on being the companion of the Colonel 
on a tnp he was desired to take across the snowy 
range into Kunawur, 

Miss O’Nealc was fully aware of the difTiculties 
in a trip of this sort ; but having heard from those who 
had been there of the grandeur of the scenery. 
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and the beautj of the climate, she resolved to sur- 
mount all difficulties and judge for herself. 

At the end of a week all necessary arrangements 
•were made, and the Colonel with Miss O’Neale 
started on their first march towards the snow. This 
being along a good road was accomplished without 
^difficulty or accident, as were some eight or nine 
miles more j at the end of this distance, the road 
became a mere path, and in some places not even 
that, so the ponies were sent back, and it was 
decided that the remaining marches should be 
performed on foot. 

Doth father and daughter, for the first day or two, 
missed the use of the ponies, and found the constant 
ascent or descent extremely fatiguing. Soon the 
limbs and lungs got stronger, and by the time they 
had reached their journey’s end and crossed the 
snow, both were nearly incapable of feeling fatigue. 

The duty on which Colonel O’Neale had j)een 
dispatched, having been accomplished, he and his 
daughter prepared to return to their head-quarters, 
but over a different pass in the snowy range to which 
they had come, and indeed by altogether a different 
route. 

Eoad there was none ; on approaching the pass, 
the dirty snow shewed marks of other footsteps, and 
these with the aid of a guide, served to point out 
the way. After ten hours hard toil, sometimes knee 
deep ill melting snow, the parly found themselves 
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xesUng fox the xiigbt at a smaU village some ten 
miles advanced on tins side the pass. The in- 
habitants o{ this Booleas, who only xcsided there in 
the snmmer, hearing of llieix coming, bxonght a 
goodly supply of wood and milk —so that on ISIax/s 
arrival, the hlaiing Ctc and refreshing cup of tea, 
soon made her forget the misery she had undergone , 
and in her happy mind, even caused that dreary, 
snowy mountain pass to appear less gloomy. 

The next day’s march was of a somewhat similar 
nature, though not so long, or with so much snow. 
The path led for the first few miles along the edge of 
the precipice, at the foot of which, but at such 
a distance as to be invisible from the road, rushed 
and boded a moontam torrent, across this their 
route lay. 

After following the narrow path for some miles in 
a direction parallel with the nver, it turned abruptly 
over the monutain, and eventually wound round, 
until lost iQ the rocks and stones through which the 
torrent had cut its way. 

Across this nver from one bank to the other, 
suspended high above the water, which rushed in 
masses of white foam beneath, was one of the light 
bridges of that part of the country, called Sungas, 
conipo*ed of grass, rope, and bamboos , strong 
enough for the purposes requued of them, viz to 
hear the weight of a few sheep laden with saltpetre, 
and the clumsy, good natured men, their owners. 
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To those unaccustomed to cross by one of these, 
the feeling on doing so is something fearful, as there 
is no railing, or indeed anything beyond a thin rope 
reaching to the knees, to prepeiit a person, when 
giddy, from falling headlong into the awful depths 
below. Some of them have the flooring slippery, 
from the spray of the torrent below dashing np over 
it j and in others, the wood work of the floor is 
composed of fix twigs tied together, and placed at 
such distances apart, as to render tlie act of walking 
across no easy matter j more particularly as the eye 
gets confused with seeing the river rushing beneath 
through the open spaces. 

The one over which the Colonel and his daughter 
had to pass was of the latter description, hut 
stronger made than usual, having indeed a railing; 
hut as this was little more than a foot high, it served 
for no other purpose than to keep the sheep from 
being pushed into the river as they came over loaded 
with salt. 

Miss O’Neale Laving frequently, during her trip, 
crossed by these bridges, had no fear in the present 
instance, and with the Colonel proceeded slowly 
across — both stopping in the middle to look down 
on the sea-green river rushing beneath them. 

“ How grand it is 1” sud Mary, ** I could stop and 
watch this torrent all day.” 

“Yes, Mary;” said her lather. “One would 
think the Booteas had made this bridge on purpose 
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for people to loiter on and ndnnre the scenery, for 
•tec how strong it is ” And he stamped hard on the 
fngile affair with his foot* 

“It IS hhe a tight rope” •»aid Mary, as she sprung 
lightly a little distance upwards , but scarcely had she 
done «o, when craoh and snap went the few twigi 
and dry grass of which it was principally composed, 
and the fragments' with Colonel (yNealc and Mary 
were hurled into the dreadful foaming river. 

A few minutes desperate struggling with death, 
and Colonel O’Neale found himself dashed against a 
ledge ot rochs, up which he succeeded m chmbing 
But where was Mary ? Alas ' earned far, for, away , 
bruised and lifeless, the sport of every wave 1 

Asustance was procured, and the Colonel rescued 
from hi3 penlons position He remaining at the 
village on the shore, until tidings could be brought 
regaiding iua daughter, although ot her fate he 
doubted not , the difficvdlv of his own c’^cape, prov- 
ing to him how improbable it would be for her to 
have been equally fortunate 

His aniieties and menial tortures were relieved on 
the third day, by the bruised and mangled body of 
bis den and only ebdd being brought to the village 
It having been washed ashore miles away among the 
green fir trees smiling m the beautiful valley at 
their feet. 

On a father’s sorrows we will not intrude. Be 
neath a sturdy pine the poor young girl was placed. 
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The licart-hroVcn father liimself reading the service 
for the dead, over the daughter so sooq and so 
nirfulJj toicn array from )iim. 

A small cairn of atones was raised, and that with 
the alpine Cr serve to mark, the spot where poor 
JIary is placed. 

The Colonel returned to his head-quarters, a child- 
less and heart-broken man. For Ivim now, earth Lad 
no joys, life no pleasures, llis heart was with her 
buried beneath the pine in the far north. Much did 
he long to join her j and cro the year elapsed, when 
called upon to do so. Death foand in him no un- 
willing victim. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


^VzLL, Doctor/* said the Adjatant, entering the 
queer built affair called the mess house, "I wish I 
had come earlier, and heard rather more of your 
hde, than the melancholy end of this Colonel, but 
tell me, how is it that all your stones have such 
a lachrymose tendency, and the wind up is generallv 
awfully temhle ?** 

"Oh I don’t know,*’ rephed the Medico Then 
Ms^ing a melancholy expression, he contmned, 
ily mmd, I suppose, inchnes to gnef, as it suits 
me weu to mingle now, m scenes that never pleased 


tninW ^ °'^* ^^temipted Elliot, "yonis 13 cer- 
♦nlin state, and is, I should imagine, 

v-f ^ ^ *1 ®d to some crime or another, committed 
ore you came to India, such as highway robbeiy, 
Ua murder „ u„,re prohablj, it bemg m ,o„ 
line, body Buatelnng We it iibldn't be " 

led the Doctor, " noue oE these , or can 
accoun or be laebijmose tom to my stones 
As to love, I was once spooney, but dnrmj that 
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interesting period, felt very jolly, got quite stout, 
and had an appetite most unromflntic'and unpoctical/' 
“I hope,” said Ewart, **you had more luck in 
yonr love alTair than Elliot here, who was observed, 
about three years ago, to wander about in a distracted 
manner, to sigh like a pair of broken bellows, and 
to look so euicidical, that it was almost determined 
to place a corporal's guard over him, when suddenly, 
a change came over the spirit of his dreams; once 
more he smiled, and was restored to the bosom 
of his family, which means the mess. On inquiry 
into the cause of all this, we discovered that the 
unfortunate wretch had fallen in love with a little 
nigger girl; but his proposal of marriage was refused 
by her flinty-hearted governor, who determined on 
' not taking a man as sondndaw, who, in that gent's 
language, "Tea-pot not got, buggy* not got, but 
plenty debt got.” 

""What nonsense,” interrupted Elliot, "I never 
did anything of the sort. They always laugh at me, 
because when we were at Moradabad, 1 was par- 
ticular in my attentions to a lady possessing much 
of the tar brush in her complexion; but I never 
thought of a proposal.” 

“Oh yes," said two or three voices, “all very 
fine to deny it now.*' 

“Particularly,'* added the Adjutant, "after the 
refusal by the angry governor."* 

"J3ut to change the subject,” said Ewart, “I 
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am the bearer of good ncw% and as it wHl be in 
to day’s orders, lell it yon all beforehand Now, 
what do you ‘ay to a hill cimpaigu^ Orders have 
come to join the Jullondur Brigade, and wall, off 
to Cashmere after the SUeih Emanodeen That 
capital fellow, who very properly, in my humble 
opinion, refuses to give up Casbmere at out bidding ” 
^‘Uang the thing,” said the Giant, “we Ivave 
had lots of powder lately, and I tathtr like it , bnt 
going at these poor Cashmerccs, is not the sort I 
bargain for 1 never liked the way it was given 
m the first instance, or can I see wlial tight we 
had to give it Oh, the vale of Cashmere, it will 
be plca<ant enough to pass a hot season or two up 
there, hut I don’t want to do so with Qoolab as 
ruler ” 

" As for me," said another, 1 have nothing to 
do with the nghls and the wrongs of n thing Being 
a soldier, I am forced to draw my sword for my 
employers, putting my feelings m my pocket, one 
need not be so very particular As for the matter 
of that, a good deal of this precious hot country 
has been obtained in somewhat a disreputable manner, 
I am much more concerned at again going cam- 
paigning under our new C B , that affable man, 
Blowbaid " 

“ So we shall,” said Blhot, ** well, 1 did hope 
Sobraou would have been the last of him, aud yet, 
*hete we ate again,’ as the clown at Astley’s informs 
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tlie public. “Wbat bother there t\i 11 be, picket duty, 
pipe-clay, and Blowhard. Ugh 1 there’s nothing for 
it but beer. So, Bearer, heeilou and the servant 
proceeded to bring the bottle of Allsop, nnder the 
aooUving influence of vrhich, Blowhard and picket 
duty appeared less horrible. 

Three days after this we were off, and proceeded 
without anything particular occurring until we 
reached Jummoo, the seat of government of Goolab 
Sing. Here a great fuss was made with us for 
three weeks, at the end of which time, the Sheik, 
having thrlshed our friend twice, gave himself up 
to the authorities at Lahore, by wliom he was ex< 
culpated, and given a place of emolument and note. 

As soon as Goolab Slog bad it his own way, then 
diminished the little polite attentions to us taking 
care of his capital. No longer were apples, walnuts, 
&c., &c., sent to the mess for the Sahib loque. No 
longer did Jack Sepoy find ghee cheap, and big cu- 
cumbers common, but all had to be paid for at exorbi- 
tant prices; and even the very fish swimming in 
the river washing the city, became sacred, and as 
such, it was hoped they would be respected. This 
was asking and expecting too much, so our few 
remaining days were passed minus apples and 
* walnuts, but with an abundant supply of the finny 
tribe, the result of my own and other’s skill. 

A few days before we left, we were all agreeably 
surpiised by Old Blowhard, or Colonel Johnson, C.B. 
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informing ns that he had determined on retiring ; 
and ^ould make over command of the Hegimcnt to 
the next senior officer. This was done; and then, 
to the pj of ah, tlie Colonel departed, nith the 
good wislics of all, but to the gnef of none. In 
him, no one had found a fnend, Uis idea of a 
commanding officer, bemg so totally opposed to 
gentlemanly feeling, as to make all nndcr him dislike 
and despise him , to sum him up, he was, as poor 
Taddy Blake remarked, "a good Sergeant Major 
spoiled." 

On lowing head quarters of the division, we had 
hopes of being allowed to return to our former 
station in the Doab, and occupy the houses we had 
been bnilding denng our six months there Bat 
some order having, either through a dodge or mis- 
take been issued, holding out larger allowances to men 
serving in the Punjanb than elsewhere, it was con- 
sidered advisable to rescind the same, and reheve the 
corps across the Sutlej Thus were the officers heavy 
losers by houses, fumituie, &c , though, of course, 
they were to blame for building, as "tents were 
good and cool enough for them," according to the 
kind ideas ot their superior, who immediately on the 
intense beat setting in, retired to his mountain home, 
Simla. 

Unavoidable expenses such as these will occur, 
besides step purcbasiug, marching, and horses will 
uot live or last for ever, Tct, m England a man is 
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tUc \ndow, waa consideted a capital plan for Ifllmg 
lime; and then, I regrel to say, it was not un- 
common to repeat all her •witticisms and replies, for 
the especial benefit and edification of a sdect parly 
at tbe bilhard-TOom or mcss.tablc. 

Many a young man bad from first been attentive, 
increased his affections until they, to osc that hach- 
nied phrase, ripened into regard; but had been 
deterred froiil absolute proposal by fear of ndicnle, 
or perhaps a sort of inward conviction, that a widow 
who could be so generally hind, might continue her 
favours as a Mife Not so, however, the large man 
Elliot, w)io cared for none of tliese, but after a few 
weeks passed in numerous calls, escorting her to the 
band, and doing all those little offices (which shew 
to all interested in such things, that the gentleman 
IS fat gone in spooniness, though he, poor soul, is of 
cout«e perfectly innocent all the tunc), proposed in 
due foTiti, and was accepted, but not until the usual 
and requisite show of modesty and reserve had been 
observed by the widow. 

Eor a fortnight all went well, Elliot was the most 
constant of men, left off bad habits, attending 
parades regularly and punctually, and dangled at his 
innanjorata*3 side, in » manner delightful to contem- 
plate. No more -as the Giant’s song called for on 
public nights at mess. The poor Giant’s tongue was 
tied, for report said be had promised the widow to 
abstain from tobacco and brandy. Certes, mtheut 
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these adjancts poor Elliot's pipe was choked. Jokes 
on the circumstances passed unheeded, and all 
mourned a “good fellow that's gone.” 

During this period, that hjdra-headed monster, 
scandal, was not silent. Many were the reports 
flying shout of all not going on smoothly between 
the happy pair. Some said that the widow was as 
much involved as her future lord ; and others going 
further, declared they had been witness to a regular 
row on the course, about some old lover being “ at 
home” all day. But, there was no proof. Elliot 
came less often to mess, and wandered about in a 
melancholy state; again appearing, as Ewart said, 
“ once more in the character when rejected by the 
negress,” 

Thus affairs proceeded, when one day after tiffin, 
the old familiar cheroot case was once more seen to ' 
glide from the comer pocket, and an order given for 
brandy and water. To the remarks of lookers-on, 
no reply was given, until at the end of the second 
glass of brandy and water, Elliot informed all, 
“That it was all off, and that he was glad of it.” 
Purther information he refused, and after smoking in 
silence, proceeded to the bifliard-room, under a sharp 
fire of facetia;, chiefly composed of garbled extracts 
of Sam 'Weller’s remarks, regarding marrying 
widows, and the peculiar propensities supposed to 
exist in that class of the genus woman. 

That evening was a public night, and none were 
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there more tiptoanous than FUtol , he eatig liw *ong, 
and looV hintenng and joliiig mo«t good Uln- 
pctedlj , himself by way of reply to the 

numeroQs qacaltons put to him, hy 9a>mg, '*^1 h) it 
was a bad job, and as ahe chose to break it olT, whj, 
of course, 1 had no objection So, there, like good 
feUow«, drop llic subject, for it is not the pleasantest 
iir the world to me ” 

*"Bat,” called out ’Wharton, a young fellow by no 
means a faiountc with the regiment, " uhat n spoon 
yon most be' lancy getting jilted by that old 
hack "NMiy she has toed half the army, and all the 
cmiuns, and jet, I don’t believe, until jou trtittcl 
her to puch a thing, she has ever scrtwtd a proposal 
out of flnj one of the lot ” 

‘^Pethap', kfr '\Mmlon,” rephed the Giant, '*you 
wiU keep a civil tongue in your mouth, and mind 
your own affairs, or I will try the effect of kicking 
on you 

demanded ^Vharton, “what do you 

say ?” 

"Oh'” coolly replied Llliot, "yon didn’t hear , 
then allow me to repeat it I shall kick you, if you 
do not hold your tongue and mind your own busi 
ness ” 

^liieutenant Elliot,^' angrily spoke Wharton, “ I 
will not take this, 8po\og;ize You presume on 
your size By G—d, 1 U rtand tins from no man 

« Not at all preaummg,’* said EUiot “ I consider 

VOL 1 n 
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it IS your inMpiificance has protected you so long , 
and so if you doirt like the expression, you may do 
as you like Deuce of an apology do you get out 
of me “ • 

Sir, Sir 1” screamed Wharton , and the next 
instant, an empty bottle was sent hissing through the 
alt to the place where Elliot was sitting, but missing 
its intended victim, smashed to atoms agamst the 
adjacent wall A scene of confusion ensued, and the 
party soon after broke up, not, however, before it 
was whispered about, that friends had been unable to 
make up the quarrel, and that the two would meet in 
a duel early next morning 

The spot usually selected for these exhibitions of 
harbansui, is known as behind the butts , and to that 
sheltered, but rather odoriferous locality dM the 
duelling party resort, at an early hour on the 
morrow 

The first to arrive were Elliot and his second, 
Ewart , the pniicip^ looking cool and good ten* 
pered Tlien came the other two interested parties, 
the second carrying a rather ominous looking boi 
under his arm, which appeared to he watched by 
"Wharton with quite a jealous regard, who, angry 
still from the injury he had received, scarcely *hc 
knowledgtd the cinl “good morning” said to him 
hy Ewart 

Some short tune dapsed during a conference held 
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CHAPTER xxvn. 

Tnr meflical man liaving taVen np^ins posilionj (of 
course quite innocent of what was going on. Ins ob- 
ject being studj of botany or nature, behind the 
place usually occopicd by the bugler at target* 
practice), and tlie men placed, the word "to fire" 
was given. After receiving his adversary's shot, 
Elliot discharged his pistol m the e>r, and advanced 
towards Wharton, saying, " Tliat he was sorry for the 
occurrence," and offered Ins hind. 

“Back, Sir,” said WJinrton. “I've a right to 
another shot, and by Heavens, I'll have it 1” 

“Yerygood, Sir," quietly retnrned Elbot, “you 
shall have it ,” and they were again placed opposite 
to each other. 

At the word “Pirc,” both pistols were instanta- 
neously discharged, and with n groan, Wlinrton fell 
heavily on Ins knees Then emerged the medical 
man from his hidmg-plice, and anxious questions 
asked and answered. Wharton was hit in the thigh, 
the bone broken. 
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After being carefullj bandaged, be was nliced, a 
ftni* ^“eS) »r» which, but 

T •■-•'■> omiccl full of life, anJ, 

°v^ * acault of tho morning's cnlcr- 
pmo would place lus old companion and brother 
ar, in a similar, if not a worse predicament; and 
^ he nmnjured, might yet lire to be revenged and 
^lllicd with having laUn that which he never 

S^^nre's l“e 

I'or weds wls the hfe of Wharton despaired of, 
irntahlo temper, comhioed with a dangerous 
onnd, kept bn, f„e „ b„g ^ 

L s,?r r ‘'’ ''“"'‘'<1 

In rtf'^ "f sanded 

t.enp”l ^ ‘°V “f ‘lie pa- 

cat™, ttc.mpm- 

strength thl^“f ■“proved, and with retummg 
crease Bat appeared to m- 

met unnoticed hvHhrt “"h '““"‘“S’ P’^’d 

passed, made his “ ^11?' f 

desisted from them rit ^ '“S*’" 

he had eaplained to f ’ T*', 1”^““ 

been theLsc o .n a ta™g 

considered that it nafhTr’ 

, . , , hat doin" his dutv m 

ing and attending m bs chamber. norttal' 
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till ilangrr halt passed lie wotilj no longer iiilrodc, 
anil hoped Hie -past tniglit lie /orgottca and for- 
given. 

.This Wharton would not listen lo^ hut uphrauled 
him in language, which, under any other circum* 
atunccs, would have obtained for him then end there 
0 corporal punishment; for this the strong man, his 
hearer, was very capable of inflicting. But the duel 
had altered the man, and os he dosed the door in 
the faco of the enraged ‘Wli.arlon, he simply said, 
"God forbid, Wharton, that I should ever fight 
another duel; ho has blessed me in sparing jour 
life.*' 

Iliis duel threw a gloom over the whole station, ns 
tho precarious state ofaWharton made all fear for 
Blliot ; whose couduct nt and before the duel, was 
aijproved of in every quarter. Few indeed would 
have grieved for Wharton had he died duriur» that 
long, long illness. But bis death would bring heavy 
penoUies to tho causer; some indeed fearing ft mi'^ht 
be as much as life for life, for a fatal duel about the 
same time occurriag in England and another near 
Calcutta, had so inflamed the public mmd against 
duelliug, as to canse llllle allowance to be made for 
provocation. Now that Wharton was well again, 
or as well as he ever would be, it was hoped that 
Elliot would shake off the melgncholy that appeared 
to have settled on him, and once again join in the 
gaiety of cantonments and the pleasures of the mess- 
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taUc; but do, not now had the«c anjlhing to 
plea«c. Tlie long lime ajicnt eo lonctj with the «:cV 
man had taught him to use his reason, and to 
discover the utter uselessness of squaiulcruig his 
money in sucli frivolities, and his short span of life 
in 80 careless and thoughtless a manner as he had 
hitherto been accustomed to do. 

^V’lth the cold weather, armed otTiccrs from the 
Hills, and with them camo their vs ivcs and daughters, 
whose onsuccssful caroptign iii the Uills was to be 
counterbahnetd by the greatest possible success m 
this the &foiitpGllicr of India. Tlicir advent was the 
signal for circulars to be sent, calling on residents to 
subscribe to balFs, picnics, races, and theatrical* 
So what between these things, reviews, and hcav} 
dinners, the cold weather glided away too quicUy, 
and the hot season agam commenced, though with- 
out all the lovely fair ones having changed their 
names. 5 ?ot but what more than one had been 
made happy through the aid of Mother Church, and 
the fait one’s mother as happy, being now willing tc 
do the same kind offices for any one clue’s daughter, 
which had' proved so successful with her own 
Some still leniaincd on liand, not even m tha 
interesting predicament termed engaged. But hopi 
deserted them not, for had they not still Mu^soure 
before them, and men were tolerably plentifu 
stdi. 

Mrs. LcBlanc was *at home' as usual, witty n 
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lU.paul cuncy in avcry htgcirtn»!i m "Wea’mortUnd, 
licre he found a field forliw philanthropy and zeal. 
Ills energies \rere devoted to the rcfonnatioii of the 
had, to encourage the good, and to a general 
elevation of (he inmd and cliaractcra of tho*c around 
him. Iv^Qt were Uis exertions m vain, for from a 
disordcrlv, discontcnlctl mnllitnile, the lower orders 
of AsliDeld hccamc a soher and social community. 

He still is at A^hficld, a manned man, and fear 
among the many good ate more unu ersally esteemed 
for intcgnty and virtue than Mr and Mrs Illiot. 

The Adjutancy of the regiment now becoming 
lacant, Iwas selected for the appomlmcut, and was 
not sorry to be elevated from the mere mud crusher 
of the parade ground, to having an allowance given 
me for the keep of a horse, who did this disagreeable 
duty for toe Tins Adjutancy, *■! wa* not long m 
discovering, was not the easiest berth m the u orld, 
for though there were advantages m being mounted 
on parade, receiving good allowances, and holding 
an improved position in tho regiment, still these 
VTCtc a good deal counterbalanced by monotonous 
work, and being completely at the will of the com- 
manding ofilcer However, I have little to complain 
of, fortonately for tne dunng my incumbency, a 
gentleman commanded the corps, and his orders were 
willingly obeyed Soinctmies with the young hands 
it would be up hni work, and disagreeable when 
I was forced to let a youngster, and more than 
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oncf an otilff ofliCfr Inow, llist I no scliool- 
mnitcr or »j> 7 ; but as Adjutant it was inj ofllco 
to do my duty, and that consisted in treing that the 
whole «ork c/ the leginicnt was jjroj»cr/j per* 
formed. 

Once,’ and only once, did I regret luring the 
apjwinlinent, ns it subjected me to gross Bbu«e/rom 
n young man, at tbe time Icamiiig Ids drill, and 
whose years’ and experience of the srorltl, os he 
termed it, ought to hare made Iniu net dilTeretitly. 

Tlic language wus so indecent, public, and 
ursjutti/iablc, that 1 could hardly hare eceepteJ an 
opology without risk to myself; but the foolish 
fellow persisted in refusing my demand for one, 
and the matter was dealt with by llic cominaudiog 
ofTiccr. To avoid a court>inariia1, Ensign — ■ was 
odrised to retire, aud is now serring her ifajesty as 
a private in the 30lh Kegimcnl I»iglU Dragoons. 

Poor fellow, the service w.aa his bread ; but a 
dislike taken tq the countiy, soon after his arriral, 
had made him careless of consequences, aud a 
naturally wilful temper and extravagant disposition, 
caused him to be impatient of control, aud not 
particular regarding pecuniary matters. Like many 
others tliat I hare observed, his knowledge of the 
world did not tend to make Iiita more agreeable or 
more lionourable, but rather the contrary. How- 
ever, tbe blame rests not so much with these as with 
parents and guardians, who allow these lads of 
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seveutecn or eigliteen the Uherty o( men of twcntj- 
two, thereby inkrotlucing them to scenes of mcc and * 
folly before theic ages ate sufficicntlj matured for 
them to perceive, that the life they ore leading cannot 
ultimately be of the slightest u^, but must unfit 
them for any respectnble employ j and that this so- 
called knowledge of the world, would bo better 
defined as a knowledge of many blackguards, many 
sinks of iniquity, of much more than they would like 
their virtuous mothers and sisters to know or 
imagine, and is no real knowledge whatever. 

" I say, ’ViUars,” called out Captain Ewart, com- 
ing into my room in uniform. ^Vhat do you say 
to SIX months leave to the Idills, and a trip to the 
snow? you can get Stumps to act for you as Adju- 
tant for hall the allowance, and come away with me and 
have someboating and swimming nt*Nnince Tal , any- 
thing better than this heat, and none of that “ Dhina 
dekh aeedha saume cbul,*’ (look to the right, march 
‘Straight,’’) 

"Well,” 1 replied, " I don’t think it would be at 
all a bad arrangement, and 1 vnnt a tun from pipe 
clay j but it is so hard now a days for the rcgiinental 
staff to get leave, and Stumps is so yonng in the 
service, that I doubt fcheir allowing him to act ” 

“Oh, never mind about that,*' answered Ewart, 
"he IS passed, and deserves something for that, 
lei the other fellows grumhle, hut if they are too lazy 
to read, they must expect to be^ passed over. So 
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cHAmn XXVII. 

How Tefreshing the cVia«ge from the hot-burnt op 
and (lusty plains, to the beautiful cool air, gieen 
foliage, and azure sTsy of Iho lake Sanatanum The 
change appeared little less than magical from extreme 
beat, to the temperature of a summer day at borne. 
But two short hours before we bad eaten our break- 
hat at the foot of the Hills in the steamy kennel 
known as Dak Bungalow, at Knlahiloongee, with the 
tUermometet indicating 02®, and now we were 
picking nolcts under tlio shade of immense ivy- 
covered oak^, rhododendrons and Alpine pines. All 
looked so peaceful and placid Tlie wlute houses 
mth their clematis-hung vetaw^aUs and slated tooCa 
of tho brightest blue, reflected m the clear trans- 
parent lake at their feet. Here towering up nearly 
three thousand feet aho'io tbo like was Cheena, its 
cyprcs-covcrcd top partly concealtd by a passing 
cloud. Then to the left, mountaia nsmg upon 
tnountain, in the dense (ijiiage of the oaks and rho- 
dodendrons growing on tbcir surface, nestled many a 
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pretty cotfngc. All this appeared like fairy»land, so 
suddenly had it hurst on our view. Indeed, we had 
scarcely quite realized all, until ire found oarscires 
seated in the rather dreary hotel at the further end 
of the lake, discussing a second breakfast, and 
future proceedings. 

"Now, Ewart,” said I, "como along out calling, 
and let us see if the beauty of the ladies is in 
keeping witli that of the place.* But first, who are 
the people bring here?” 

"A whole lot of ugly crillurs I can tell you/’ 
said Ewart, smashiu^^up in the cup the shell of his 
fourth egg. ” 5ffs Sareall is, I hear, perched up ia 
the clouds somewhere, but Miss Segravc is with her, 
whom you must remember was at Meerut two years 
ago.” 

""Was she?” I asked. "Then come along, and 
let’s order a couple of those ungroomed thick-legged 
ponies we saw for hire outside the gate. We can 
find out from Mrs. Saveall who are all here; by the 
bye, if I remember rightly. Miss Segrave was a 
pretty girl and danced well.” 

"Very fine, young fellow,” laughed Ewart, "of 
course you cannot trust your memory on the subject; 
indeed it's rather duU than otherwise. Perhaps you 
didn’t dance with her three or foar times, and look 
the essence of spooney at the ball we gave to the 
station soon after atriTal^ To this she and her 
respected but ugly relative were invited.” 
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PcTltaps I djil dance more Umn once/’ I replied, 
“but cannot rcmembcc the spooney part of tbc 
business. At miy rate, tbc effect must hare been 
transient; however, now let ua don the mufti and 
see how they looV.*’ 

After a very hard pull up a very steep lull, on fl 
■winding road sheltered by overhanging rocha and 
tttea, we stopped at the door of Cactwent Cottage, 
the verandah of which was bung with garlands of 
clemati-a, honej’^ucUe and dog-rose, round which 
hummed and fluttered myriads of bees and butter- 
flies, all reminding U'» of many a similar scene far 
away m our native land, and adding in no small 
degree to our pleasure m all around. 

Mis. Saveall and iliss Segtove were at home , and 
proved pleasant and agreeable, the young lady 
tatbet improved In looW**, and the old one, fit ever 
such a thing existed) not uglier. Trora them we 
discovered that there were several residents and 
visitors whom we knew, most of them living near 
each other, in houses tJie names of whicli were by no 
means euphonious or well called. 

Trom Caetwent Cottage we proceeded to call oa 
some of these residents, and returned heartily tired 
of climbing up hills to a late tifiiu at the hotel. 
Then a sad over the lake, a bathe, dinner and to 
bed, sleeping soundly and cool, without the aid of 
punkas, tatties, and other abominations, ab'^olntely 
necessary for existence in the very hot plains, which 
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we could ?co extending for miles, a feir Ihonsand 
Sect lielovr, looting awfully liot and dusty. 

How the time appeared to slip away, wliat be- 
tween pleasure parties, regattas, and pic-nics, three 
months out of the five, granted as leave, liad glided 
away imperceptibly; and yet neither Ewart nor 
myself had thought of the trip to the snow. Our 
time had been so occupied with the amnsements and 
pleasures of the laVc, as to make us forget the full 
object of oor visit j and now that the season was so 
far advanced, we determined on putting off the snow 
trip until some other time, and to continoe as long 
as possible the very pleasant life we were leading. 
Moreover, the society at the lake was particularly 
agreeable, and most of the fair sex pretty. 

None were more so than Miss Segrave, who, add- 
ing to this, possessed beauties of mind which found 
her many admirers, few, if any of them, more ardent 
than myself. Her accomplishments were many, and 
by no means, as is too generally the case with her 
sex, merely superfidal. Besides a sweet voice, she 
was an excellent muyeian, and added a knowledge of 
the theory and practice of drawing, which wonld not 
have disgraced many a man who puts "professor” 
to his name. In many thmgs we found a corre- 
sponding taste, and being, both in public and private, 
.tbiown much into each otbet^s society, it was not 
long before I was what » called ** head over ears in 
love.” 
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Often, at picnic parlies xrouW I induce lier to ac- 
cept my guatdiansbip to some slieltcrcd spot from 
whence a sketch coald bo obtained, and fair hand as 
I myself was with the pencil, frequently did I envy 
the skill that could make a picture with so little diffi- 
culty. More than once had we, seated, perhaps, at 
the foot of some monarch oak, gazed with mutual 
delight at the magnificent scenery around, until the 
red shade thrown upon the snowy peaks by tlie set- 
ting sun, warned ua that our further absence would 
he noticed Then would the hardly begun sketch be 
hastily finished, and ready for the in-spection of the 
bnght eyes that beamed with fun and a dash of 
malice on our return 

Thus passed the time Soon, mornings became 
frosty and visitors scarce, leave began to expire, and 
the Mal< deserted, seldom was heard the sound of 
oars, or the merry laugh, which told of a party of 
pleasure on the lake The last peme of the season 
was filed, and then pretty, quiet Nainee Tal would 
be left in solitary beauty. 

The small party, of whom t^e picnic was com- 
posed, had done full justice to the things provided , 
many a hearty laugh nas beard, and many a regret 
expressed that all so soon would have to part, when 
I proposed to Miss Scgnve that she 'hoald sketch 
the view from the htUe hdl to the right " The view 
from which,*’ 1 added, “of the snowy range is really 
magnificent, as peak upon peak towers upwards 
VOL I. s 
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On one side ore tlic plains, looking as i ( ificy receded 
slowly, until lost in the haze of the distant horizon ; 
then,'^ continued I, wanning with tny subject, " for 
a foreground, there is the lichen covered rock, from 
which spring those lofty pines, whose dark green 
heads contrast so strongly \rith the blue above." 

'' How beautiful that must be, Jfr. ViUars I” said 
two or three voices. 

'' Yes, indeed," added Mrs. Savcall ; " and as Ifr. 
Villars describes it so well, let us request him to be 
our chaperon to the spot. Now, Mr. Villars, you 
must be showman as well as spolesman.’t 

Thus appealed to, I had no help for it; but led 
the Way to the spot with feelings not llie most ami- 
able towards Mrs. Saveall, who, by her proposition, 
bad completely frustrated a little plan I bad con« 
ceived of a tfite-h-t§te with Miss Segrave. fiooa the 
exclamations of " It is really lovely 1" and " How 
beautiful !” told me that I had not been far wrong 
in the estimation of scenery. 

A new hope now arose in me, which was, that the 
party having strolled thus far, might he induced to 
continue scene-hunting, when I might probably be 
enabled to speak some words alone to Miss Segrave ; 
hut I was again doomed to disappointment, by the 
SaveoII requesting I would make a sketch of the 
whole, putting in the party; adding, by way of in- 
ducement, ^^it will serve to remind us of many a 
pleasant day." A “ please do,” from Mias Segrave, 


200 


IIY KCAPE PROir 


mjaclf vcrj (llsagrccoble, and ftcling a ii'nd of in- 
ward satisfaclion’nt doing so. Poor, foolish fellow! 
little did 1 know at the time how great a donkey I 
appeared, and how very absurd I was considered; 
but then 1 was in love, and young men under such 
fearful circumstances, nio not only often absurd to 
look at, but still more so in their proceedings. 

Tlie cTcning was spent in fruitless cfTorts to come 
across the oceupants of the cottage, but as they 
stopped at home packing, nod making prepara- 
lious for their flight to the plains, my labour was 
thrown away; and I, at length, went home with bat 
a small appetite for dinner, or for the joking remarks 
of Ewart, wliich were utterly devoid of wit, very 
personal, and decidedly vulgar. At any rate soch 
was what I told him; hut receiving in reply a 
hearty laugh and a dissertation on spooniness, with 
numerous estrsets from that melancboly book called 
Burton's “ Anatomy of Melancholy," I thought it 
best to be good-tempered and laugh too ; so called 
it capital fun, and drank enough hot ruta and water 
to drown care, and bring with it a glorious headache 
on the morrow. 

Pit-a-pat, bump went my heart, when neit day, 
calling at the cottage, I found Miss Segrave alone j 
and ere the Saveall returned to perform the part of 
dragon, I had said my aaj and been made happy, 
with the half w’hi«!pered, "Tes, but,” (there is always 
a but), "my aunt mast be asked." 
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^ "^^y* Nearest Chra; wlnt on 
as she to do with it? we are independent 

solnt!lyne^IesLr7?»^™^^ 

accent“'“(?' ‘1 “"I "I cannot 

accept without aunt*s consent/* 

do n ^ 

t u you Uke, what business is it of her’s who 

clnl;i, , a ”"T ‘ “8'J ““ 'Cl'ct 

an she have to do with our marrying ?” 

®‘''” “ ^°’‘ "^"° 3 '*cover" said 
the Saveall. opening the door, " Alias Scsravo has 
ehaved very properly in iraiting inj consent, and 

ande^'"“"' >-'“8 “"cnsely ngly 

cevefS I'^teners 

go for nethiL®™! ! Jcur words 

herself, surely*, w in ‘° ®=S'“™ 

n Jesp, cable tL ^ Th, ? T' “ “■ 

endtI.=„,or„aLaW„r„t?.“' ‘° 

or intended m'^ooIi”’ ™ ‘rap, 

ohilst 1,1 the neat rwr* 

■aj, 'not inthonl 

niid lover like rejoinder coal 1 l 

Iher, thank 30U, s7r Zi ^ 

J > ow, for the compliment, < ugly 
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olfl noimn/'’ md llie xirctcli bowed to jnc “Tc^ 
Sir, her consent ts nccc**&rj, and as tt is not ghen, 
perhij's jou will be good enough to quit that ^ugly 
old woman’s* house” 

“Not before,” oaid I, “Miss Segrave gives me 
her decision, Chn,” I continued, addressing that 
joung lady, "what do you sayf will you allow 
yourself to be thus tyrannized over?” 

“It 13 no tjniiny,*’ <»bc said, “I told you aunt's 
consent was ncec«^ary, and roust be obtained, or—.” 

“Or," «3id I interrupting her, “;ou refuse” 

“\e8" 

“Then, good bye,” I passionately exclaimed, pul- 
liug my hat over toy ejes until nearly blinded, and 
striding out of the room “Good bye I wish 
no worse fate may attend you, than is the usual lot 
of heirtle«s flirts " 

I was glad when once ogam at Kalahdoongee 
and with Ewart, on out way from the scene of «o 
much vexation Ife, like a good fellow, now ceased 
his joke% and avoided the subject, perceiviug by 
my irritable manner, and hcL of mirth, that the 
course of true love liad, as usual, not gone smooth 
Tor my«elf, I was for some time too much vexed 
to feel the disappointment, but as my anger wore 
away, then would my fondness for her return with 
tenfold strengtl), and I would feel regret at not 
having submitted with patience to the domination 
of tlie aunt It was not for months that I could 
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bring my reason to bear npon nil that had occurred ; 
and though an idea tcould ipnng up, that film liad 
eared nought for me, and was cold and heartless, 
still I loved her too much to allow il to remain, 
and would blame myself for having ashed too much. 
That "he encouraged me, I could not help thinhing, 
but perhaps it was on account of the similarity 
of taste between us. Excuses I made for her, the 
blame I tooh to myself; but* as most things change 
with time, so did my opinion, and when able to 
lallc the whole affair over with Ewart, and consider 
well over it my"elf, I became convinced that thfe 
beautiful Mi«5 Segrave had amused herself at my 
expen"e, and however galling it might be to my 
pnde to think so, "till it was di'Ogreeably evident, 
that she eared not for my love, but bad sneceeded 
to bet heart’s content m making a regular fool of 
Lieutenant "ViUars 

Love makes sad fools of men, and no doubt I did 
not act more wisely, or feel less than others similarly 
circumstanced, but owing to the breaking out of war 
in the Punjaub, and my regiment being one of the 
many selected for service, I had but little time left 
for brooding over my lU luck or good luck, which- 
ever the reader may choose to call it War had been 
going on foe some time, but as yet on no very exten- 
sive plan hlany officers resigning the lemaining 
portion of Iheit leave had joined their regiments , 
but Ewart and myself determined on enjoying the 
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cool air ami glorious scenery of the Hills as long as 
possible, "anti arranged «o that we could join at a 
minute’s notice. This we look adrantage of; and 
tlic day after my mishap, threw up the small re- 
maining portion of our leave and two days, after 
were with the old corps, busy in procuring camels, 
buying tent pegs, and making those endless 
arrangements, inseparable from a sudden order to 
move. 
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the most bUssful .gnorance of anj plans of the cam- 
P loh or indeed as to whether there would ho any at 
aU. though there could he but little doubt that tlLe 

ua dread 

“u, tie th “ “h‘ 

o‘«ed hero c°"‘°® °‘'i.‘'‘“ >'0 

thepiajaublsMUW T "’h 
with the siege of u!!? “ 

I>oah,resln,u'd! l 

Bowie nrisouer, ^ ‘ I‘a™nce and 

force in that p'arrTi!!!!°'“ ‘r 

adequate to stem tliw f was quite m. 

MooUanhadm 
so determined S tl ,7 
Dewan, and so weS™ opposition made by the 
moveraeut had been determ ^ retrograde 

Tlus Dewan Moolrar thT r 

seemed to defy our effirt, r"”°: 

1 euon, at reducing his stronghold. 



nml ln\ing but sinill merer (o expect after Ibc bw 
jjiMnlcr of ^an Agnevv niid lus bail given 

out that sooner tliiii sumnilcr, "tbe ruined walls of 
the city should be Ins tomb and monument *0 pre- 
ferring todie like a soldierand not by thelnngman's 
ltaiul«, be fought dcspiralcly, notwjtli«tan(lmg the 
•igtnl and complete defeat of Ins army on tbc I8th 
June-~(lnt mimic ttotcrloo, where Herbert Hca- 
jamiu Humba'tcs took tbc Duke olT 1o the life 

No baits were o«kcd for or Mi«bed, only aucli 
made os were absolutely iiecc8«ory both for tbc sake 
of the men and cattle On, on, iic pu'lied, each 
day mote anxiou*, and more certain of glory yet to 
be won Once again came picket dutj and patrol^ 
and though we ncre now in the Punjaub, yet no 
enemy bad been seen, that they were lioifnng 
about, we were well mfonued both by spies, and by 
the frcciuent murders of oucli as slnyed but a short 
distance from the camp Once, indeed, we bad 
stood to arms at midnight, expecting an attack , but 
nothing came of it, though next day a party of the 
enemy managed to get off with a considerable qaan 
tity of Commisssnat camels, some of which were 
recovered after rather more talk than fighting on 
both sides 

Thus we marched always ready for the enemy, but 
seeing none, until at length we found ourselves 
pitched before the walls of iahore, in which was 
now a strong garrison, and encamped round, several 
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ttiOU«and troop, all an^iou4) waiting for tlie 

arrival of the cluef from Simla, and to he led agi5n«t 
the enemy, now mustering in force almost under the 
niQzzle of our guns, there being but tlie river 
between, us. 

The next day •we hoped for work, for wc were 
ordered to cro^s and join some of our force m po«i- 
t\Qu. diut no; there wa^ nothing, indeed Tiohody 
except the li't arrived regiments expected the fight- 
ing to commence before the advent of his Excellency, 
so all amused themselves with running bachnatds 
and forwards between camp and cantonments, play- 
ing cricket, and grumbling at ennui and picket duty. 

Suddenly wc marched in the direction of Wuzee- 
rabad, at which place report said the enemy were 
collected some 3000 strong. As oar force approach- 
ed to le^s than, a quarter of that, it was thought 
advisable to wail for rcinforcemenls , but we marched 
again next day, and came withm hearing, if not 
within sight of our enemy, for the report of a salute 
fired by him was distinctly heard. 

Here we stopped, sometimes getting a sight of the 
enemy, but never much more Once, indeed, the 
brave Holmes bad a fling at them, but they 
feared close quartets, and deeming discretion the 
better part of valour, refused the invitatiou to come 
on, but cut for dear life instead. 

"Lively wxirk. this,** growled out our Major. 
" Here is the beer getting low, they tell me, and 


2GS 


JfV r^CAPE PROJC 


we cin’t go Inek {o L*i}iorc to get anj more, or 
go at lint Slicro Sliing, wljo Uic> say is at Ilnmnug- 
gur waiting for as Here nm I, thirsty and worked 
to death grinding round tlio«o pickets night after 
night, and neither honour, glory, nor beer for a 
reward ” • 

*' All very fine,” called out )Oung Bellci'lc from 
the end of the tent "You ought to try a turn 
at out-l)ing picket, such a lark, in o wet night, 
damp ground, and no end of snakes, iii«tead of 
doing the thing gentcely from the outside of a horve 
Ah, 1 wish I was a field officer, but, when " we’re 
nch, we rides in chaises, and when we’re poor wo 
walks by"— no matter, I wonder wliat my fond and 
ausious patents would «ay, if tbry saw their only 
• and much Jovetl boy grinding out on a cold wet 
night to picket duty, with nothing to keep the ram 
off bat an outfitter’s cloak Now, Major,” con 
eluded tbe young«ter in a moralizing tone "you seo 
how advantageous your position is, and to what a 
poor innocent «abaltem officer may be reduced ” 

“ Oh yes, my lad," laughed out the Major "I 
have bad my turn at hard work Tiie trenches at 
Bhurtpore were not playthings, or was the Nepaul 
campaign That u'oj somethmg to grumble at if 
you like, for we not only had pickets and devil 
ments, but were jollf well licked in the bargain,” 
"Hang it all," said Hwart, "I want to go at 
these fellows, there they are, and here we stick they 
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vrouU be the better for a UckiHg, end \\Q^tlie better 
for tbraslmig tbem As to picVet, it isn’t jolly, 
paiticuktly on moist evenings, any more Iban going 
to bed in damp sheets, nrhich, when juvenile, I was 
given to underistand was not a conlnbulor to bealtb, 
but to be like Satan, avoided ” 

"Well,” said I, overbearing Ewart "At the 
old story gtowlmg, now we may drop that sort of 
fun for some days, as ibe Colonel just now sent 
for me, and has directed the regiment to bo under 
arms at three to morrow morning The Brigade 
la to match m pecCect silence somewhere Now don't 
go and tell it all over camp, for fear it might 
reach the enemy, at whom I expect wc shall go 

to mOTTOW ” 

. '* All right,” said half a dozen voices, " we’re * 
ready,” and then the grumbling party broke up to 
make those small preparations necessary before 
starting 

Bang, bang, went the Artillery next momiug, at 
about eight o’clock, after wc had been marching for 
three or font hours loader and more frequent, came 
the booming of the Horse Artillery guns to us 
ui the rear Then came the order to move up, and 
we found ourselves stanog at the enemy, who in tom 
did the same to us But as the nver Chenab tan 
between us, UttW else was done than state and 
fire random «hot8 at each other, few, if any of tbem. 
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taVing effect. Some came near and over us, after- 
wards a lull, dunng whicli time the enemy em- 
boldened by our contempt of them, sent a body 
of picket men across, they concealing themselves m 
and about some ravines, opened a galling fire on our 
Artillery. '' Where are the Cavalry said half- 
a-dozen Jookera on. irheo rattle of sabre, and the 
angry snort of the excited hor«e9, said (hey a ere near. 
The shrill trumpet rang out the charge, and like 
lightning tore by the brave Dragoons. The brave 
old Jloodtee Wallahs or 5rd, and the I4(h crashed 
past, and were mingled with the foe. Now once 
again did the 8rd ndeat the batteries, as at Moodkeo 
and reroze«hali ; but the enemy hod Joid their traps 
too cleverly to be defeated by judnidnal acts of 
bravery. Our brave fellows fought as only British 
soldiers can fight, bat to no purpose, they were 
outmanned, and recalled, leaving the brave Cureton, 
Havelock, and others, far too good to be sacnficed 
m so small an affair, dead on the field. Holmes, too, 
a fine brave fellow, bit in the che«t, whilst tmiig 
to rescue Cureton j also many others of less note, 
more or less injured. 

The result of the day's work threw a gloom over 
the camp. The force lialted on the grouud, and 
performed the last sad offices to comrades, who but a 
few hours before were with life and hope, de«inng to 
be led against the Sikba ; but now lay stiffened corp^^a 
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crossing of tlie force under 'fiiackwell But tliat old 
ofBccr was too sharp fca* hiniy and eie tJic daj hod 
given place to night, Shere Sing, the SiUi Com- 
mander in chief, was m full retreat for Jlielun, 
having previously received a sound thrashing as a 
means of hastening Jus inovcmeDts 

Kext day we crossed, and once again got regular 
meals, or to speak more correctly, something to eat , 
as many of both olEccra and men had for the three 
previous days, had little else than ration rum and 
biscuit, for Europeans , whilst we of the sable set 
fared still worse, getting very nearly nothing at all 
However, we nere merry enough, and enjoyed the 
comforts of a mesa all the more when we saw it 
once agam 

Thus passed a month, we doing nothing, wait 
iDg for the fall of Mooltan, and m the meantJme 
amusing ourselves with sty races, cncket, &c In 
deed, so accustomed had we got to the life in camp, 
that we began to look on the Sikhs as a fabulous 
race, and half feared we might thus inglonously end 
the campaign Conversation became of a disagreeable 
sameness Soodoolspore was fought over and over 
again Once agam were we m the battenes at 
Bamnnggur, and Shere Smg was falling considerably 
in the estimation of the subalterns, because he 
wonld not give them a fair opportunity for getting at 
him 

"This 13 dreadful work," said our Major “ The 
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olioEt oC camp is enoagli to breed n pe«ldeiict, 
and here we shall stick, for I bear the news from 
^loollan 13 not over good Thej have a report in 
the chiefs camp, tliat we have gamed «ornc of the 
ouiworhs at Mooltan, but with an awful lo“’ 
The^ Sikh^” continued the Major, "Cghtiull, for 
just fancy, one of our ‘‘helU exploding, blew up one 
of their magraines, kiUmg no end oi them~whLn 
tlie sumvors cheered and fought the harder ” 

wish,” said Bellei^le, "they would ju«t fight 
us then, but for hcaven^e «ale let us drop the Sihh 
sabject, it has been talked up Now let iis get 
Sawbones to tell one of his talc, it wdl do till bed 
lime ” 

*' Certainly,” «aid Sawbones, or Dr, , the 

indiTidual spoken of “Ton my honour, it is cool 
jour propontion So whenever you want something 
to talk about, and are hard pul to for amusement, I 
am to find it for you 

“Come, Doctor,” I replied, “don’t try to impo'c 
on the public, and lead them to "uppo^e that modestj 
IS one of your virtues— good nature is jour failing, 
so go along ” 

I can’t,” answered Medico. I do not remera 
her any stirnng incidents just now, or indeed any 
thing even fit for the foundation of a tale Moreover, 
it IS so honibly cold in tbu tent, that I would 
rather be off aud turn m^’ 

“Nonscn«e, ” said two or three “It is net 
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much bcjonil ejgljt o^clocl, and sleep is not good for 
you, Jt makes you stupid, so como like a good fellow, 
do as we wish lud go along*’ 

"Wlij," added Eirar^ “yoa ungrateful wretch I 
we have not a«ked foe a tale for I do not know Low 
long, but talked every fight over and over, until the 
very word Sikh is absolutely tiresome to hear. Come, 
begin ” 

“Yery irell,” said the nnwilling Doctor, “I 
suppose I must, so now listen all ,” and replenishing 
his tumbler with brandy and water,, he told the 
following tale 
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CILVPTER XMX. 

Fim years ago, joti way have licard that men 
commg to tU\a country, •‘omc as mere adventurer*, 
others as book keepers, were enabled, in a very few 
years, to ama^s fortunes of almost fabulous dimcu* 
81011*, by means which out prc'cnt notions of pro 
pnety would consider anything but correct, and, 
having done «o, returned to Fatherland with diseased 
livers, and dommeenog tempers, there to find them* 
selves and their wealth, as a general rule, despised 
and rejected, with their foibles, yellow face*, nnd 
nankeen tights brought prominently forward for the 
edification and 8 mu*emcnt of the play going public, 
in the character 'elected as the ** neb old uncle from 
India the sudden death or sudden repentance of 
tins individual, made him di*gorge some of those lU 
gotten gains, which alone were wanting to complete 
the happiness of the pnncipal characters in the piece 
It were ncU for our own characters, as well a* for 
the natives of this country, that this fnghtful *ysle»u 
of peculation, bribery, and godleas life has ceased to 

T 2 
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exist, and that, althougli it now takes as many years 
as It used weeks to gather together a few rupee«, 
still one IS repaid for the loss b/ the inward feeling 
of having done one’s duty, and the improved opinion 
the irodd has of the Indiaii These cares or 
considerations had bat httle effect at the time I 
mention Then, a man’s anvirfj consisted m col- 
lecting together, hy any means, a sufGcient sum to 
enable the prtssc'fsor to return to Ins native soil, and 
pa^s the remaining portion of his days m ease and 
afllucnce. 

Few ever left the shores of England with more 
grasping ideas and a worse heart than George ^fae- 
inurdoch, and few nere more successful in tlic race 
after the fickle goddess than lie Through tht 
interest of a gentleman (who, having received some 
injury when on the moors, hod been treated with 
kindness and attention by the /larenfs of JIaemur 
doch) he obtained the appointment of writer, or, as 
jl nns tlicn colled, book keeper to the Ijist India 
Company , nnd at the early ogc of sixteen, left liis 
qmet homo n«d parents, (whose fondness for him 
was as nmncritcJ ns it was true), for this unhealthy 
laad of India 

Hard was it for the fond mother to bring herself 
to »tc any advantage, that «iuM necrue by far only 
nitd dearly loicd boy going sofwfor wealth 'MMiat 
rrattered it lo him po^w^-ung thousands? Could he 
not hvc as lii< ancestors Ind done, and be content 
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’cnl'h l\^c Wme^y fare, anti smaU mcome, ilenN''^)W 
from the Loch Farin’ Tlie lease of tins might be 
renewed or extended at the trjU of the Laird, ‘'vho 
was ever ^vlllmg to help the willing/' The old 
father, too, lie feared the hoy, once away from con- 
trol , he knew hw son well enough, to fQrc«LC that 
the cruel disposition, and ovetbeanng temper would 
bnng with it mi'tortune and disgricc. 

"No, George, tny son,” said the good old man, 
when the letter came from Jjondon with the offer of 
aswstance, "do not think of it, India is far, far 
away, and as, dunng my life, you can get enough to 
live on , with this farm at my death there is no ne- 
cessity for your leaving jour mother. She would 
need a protector at my death, and who better fitted 
for such than her own eon V* 

"Oh, George,” broke m the mother, in faltering 
voice, seeing, by her son’s compressechhp and sullen 
features, how much he had set his heart on going, 
and how dist'vsteful to him were her husband’s 
words "My own dear son, do not, I pray you, 
• think of it So far away, how shall wo know about 
you 7 audit 18, too, hot a heathen land , tliere they 
bow to wood and stone Oh, my son, go not ! 
V( hat advantage hast thou if you gam the whole 
world and lo«e thy soul, and when far away, who 
would cherish you or love you as 1 have done?” 

“ P«haw, iion^en«e I” pettishly replied George 
Because the fUlows tliere worship sticks and stones. 
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jou must i)cci 3 s suppose I “Inll rJo «o ioo. 1 can 
tell jou wliat it if joa don't let me take this I 
«j)J jfct tbcTc some 11117 that I should 

let on ofier like tins e'Cipe, but be contented irith 
hedging nnd ditchings and remain at ihe mercy of 
the Laird. I don’t care, I go, and shall not feel 
broken-hearted at leaving tlie<e bleak hills and 
Kirkudbright, for the green pilms and sunny skies 
abroad ” ^ 

"Then, George,” replied the fatlicr, “I cannot 
help it, •nice you arc delcnuined on going, but 
when •eas dmde us you may think differently, and 
jet learn to love the land of youf birth, * the bleak 
hills/ as you term our mountain home Jfy ble*«ing 
you have, and may eicry mercy be •hewn you, but, 
remember, a eon owes duty to a parent, and re«t 
assured, if you forget lbi«, God will forget you 
Your mother has claims upon you, -and for her «ake 
you should remain at home ” 

"What good would tint do her angrily de 
mauded George "A* long as you bve she cannot 
want, and if you died, I •appo e she could go on 
with the farm, or I •bonld be able to give her lots of 
money, for I can assure yon, I do not intend going 
•0 far and not get money That 13 my object. Sir, 
and that is why I am anuous you should accept Mr 
Maclean’s offer ” 

"Then, George,” sobbed his mother, "if ncitlier 
love for me nor your father will keep you, notliuig 



THF irUTIMFS IS OUniT. 


270 


will, oil; Gcorfrc, I dread this; jou are \cr}, ver) 
young, and at «o great a distance wlio can tell wliat 
may happen’ you maybe ill, or— ” but sobs pre- 
vented her finishing the ecntcncc, and she left the 
room, as at the same time did her son. She to the 
quiet seclusion of her chamber, there to pray for 
mercies on her boy, whilst he, after directing his 
father to wnte and accept the offer, made the best of 
his way across the moor to the house of a man, 
named Wells, of whom few spoho a good word, hut 
with whom a close intimacy had existed for more 
than a year Next motmng the letter was dis- 
patched, and in duo cour<o of time an nnsner re- 
ceived, directing young Macmordoch to come up to 
town and leave the arrangements of outfit, ic , i.c , 
to the donor of the appointment 

A mother’s gtict I will not stop to describe, most 
of ns have seen it, but with Mrs Jfacmurdoch it 
was more than usually acute Not only did “he 
dearly love her son, but he was an only one, and had 
until that time never left the old house at home 
Ihe coach rolled swiftly away, and in four days’ time 
George Macmurdoch found himself m ihing future 
plans for payment of his ontfit, with the former guest 
of his father’s at the Loch Farm , a few days after- 
wards he sailed for India, and in due course of time, 
which in those days was from six to eight months, 
George Jlacmurdoch set foot on the sandy, du«>ty 
pKm of Calcutta, young m years, but old in ideas. 
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anti fullj determined to Lave his share of pulling at 
the Pagodah tree, as was then termed saving the 
rupees 

Promotion in the favoured service was something 
a onderfuU/ rapid in those dajs, and mere lads had 
charge sometimes of districts larger than an English 
county As their ignorance of the language was 
only exceeded by their arrogance and impertinence, 
you can imagine the onfortnnate natives, whose 
necessities brought them to these so called courts 
of justice, were heavy sufferers, and the result of 
litigation, such as might be expected, viz , that 
he who bad the longest parse and paid best, gamed 
the cause 

The district of Rowanpote was not more fortunate 
in the person selected as Magistrate and Collector, 
than some of its brethren, but complaint was use 
less "Who would believe the poor ryot against so 
mighty a man as the Collector and Magistrate ^ 

Things continued to go on in the same sad wav 
Often did the poor ryot sigh for the day back again 
when he was taxed by the Mossnlman , he at any rate 
spent hi3 exactions among them, and planted trees, 
aunk wells, and allowed th^ were somethin'^ better 
than beasts Now a visit from any connected with 
the Cutcherry was dreadful, a summons to attend 
there was rum The heavy fine put upon the already 
overtaxed estate, caused it to lapse to Government, 
abas the Collector, and frtun him transferred to one 
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TQOtc of paying l\ie fine ami certain expenses, 

Clinch person, perhaps wonU find ere long to lits 
co*»t, that hi3 money was bat badly invested, and 
that the tenure of Ins lands was ns frail ns the lionour 
of Inm who was judge, jury, and executor. 

The Collector of Bowatipore was a stout, florid 
looTcmg young man, disliked by all, and fcarwl by 
all— Ins house a perfect palace, had been built by Ins 
predecessor, who dying of jungle fcicr, left n district 
ino«t disturbed and troublesome. Tlie be«t person 
to bnng them to order was considered to bo tlic 
Deputy Collector at Allalinoggur, whose district from 
being bad paymasters, bad under Ins regime become 
>ery exact and punctual, and as he had performed 
Ins duties so satisfactory m the smaller district, it 
was considered advantageous to tlie interest both of 
the Goverumeul and Uowanporc, that the deputy 
of Allahnuggur, should be chief of Rowan. 

The new Collector required a few weeks m ofBce to 
enable him to know the natures of those under him , 
these he soon found out, and such as suited his 
purposes were retained, or promoted , those obnoxi- 
ous, dismissed and expelled the distnct Heavy fines 
were imposed upon noi‘«y zumeendars, their estates 
confiscated and sold, much to the advantage of the 
Collector Thus he ruled with an iron hand, nor did 
rumour ever go abroad that he was worse than his 
fellows The taxes were paid, the people quiet, and 
at the expiration of a year from the time of his 
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nrrnnl, n Icttrr of jirnHc ant] llnnks for tlic vcrj 
nUp insnncf in winch Ihc iliihn of liu «]i<tnct were 
etjiilnclctl, Iiail lirtn rent from llic Secretary of 
Go\erninr»t io George Mocrounloch, iv»/j , CoDccJor 
of llowanporc * 

nie long (Ireary montlis of winter went awir, 
then came bright runny rpring, to tins succtcilcJ 
rninmer, anti jet no Idler mcjietl the family near 
Kirkuilbnght. Often when buMiie^s called the old 
man into the po«t town, would hia cars be grctled as 
he closed the outer door with a word from his wife, 
“Not to forget to C.V at the po«t, and sec if there 
was na letter from Gcordic so far away" .Again 
came winter and still no news, no word, no line 
from George. "Hope deferred males the heart 
sicV,” and indeed sick, at heart, and sorrow fu! was 
the old father, as he toiled up the steep path leading 
to their mountain home, the bearer of the nerer- 
varjing answer, "there arc none'' 

JIany w-as the long, kind Icllcc sent from the fond 
father, and still fonder mother, and as time flew by, 
anxiously would they hope for an answer to at least 
one of them, but it never came. Excuses would be 
made, " he might be ill,” ** tlie ship might not have 
readied,” or " he might be no ISnger Imu",” but 
this last they knew was not the a«i from infor- 
mation received from Mr Maclean, (who had been 
paid the money advanced by him for outfit) they 
a»certained that he was doing well. Beyond this 
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t\iey knew not, or couW Ujc) oljtanr furtlicr infotm'i- 
tion, for soon after the repaynsent of the money, ilr» 
iiaclean obtamed employment abroad audremoNed 
there accordingly 

ilany an old London paper wonld be <cnt by 
kindly neighbours to the old couple, to enable them 
to find out anything nluch might relieve their 
anxieU, Sometimes m the shipping news they 
would see mentioned the name of a ves'^el as having 
arn\cd at Calcutta, by nbicb they well remembered 
the long tear blotted letter had been «ent Ibcn the 
old man nould count ba^ the months to the dato 
assigned, and find, for not the fir&t tune, that there 
had been ample lime for reply The»e acre bitter 
moments. Both felt, though neither Iked to «ay, 
they thought George bad forgotten them, and that 
sixteen years of anxious car© and solicitude for the 
welfare of their only child, nas repaid nith silence 
and contempt. 

Thus rolled on years, and with the propnetor of 
the Loch Tarm they did not do so without lenving 
traces of their footsteps The hair was *iilvery 
white, and the once strong, upright figure, now 
looked aged and bent StiU worked he on, but not 
so easily aa formerly , pains and aches to which as a 
younger man he had been a stranger, now some- 
times assailed him Di«ea'e slowly, but surely, was 
undetmmiug lus constitution, and the cold taw fogs 
of dark November pressed heavily on the aged maa. 
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and ere winter lind get in, racking fever had «eued 
ou cverj Iimh 

There was one, who from the first had noticed this 
change coming o\cr the once strong man, and now 
appeared to shake off her own cares and infirmities 
111 trying to ollcviatc the sorrows of one who, Jong 
jears ago, she had taken a solemn vow to cherish 
both in sickness and m health Untired and un 
tinng, did she watch that waited figure as it tos«ied 
uneasily on the homclj bed Oh, tho«e long, cold, 
dreary months of winter, how slowly they receded, 
and he, in whom she saw her all, laj prostrate on 
that bed of «ickacss Sometime in the madne*s of 
delirium, or perhaps in that almost worst state, the 
half idwtcy of partial improvement No hand but 
lier’s administered the bitter draught, no words hut 
her's whispered «uch sweet hopes of cou'iolation for 
the present or for the future Her voice alone it 
was that could call his scattered thoughts to reason, 
and fix themselves on brighter hopes hereafter 

The small stock of silver, the hoardings of years, 
and kept cliiefly with the view of restocking the 
farm, repairs, &.c , now waxed low , the continual 
drain for medical attendance and medicines, with the 
payments made to others for doing the work formerly 
doue by the proprietor alone, made dreadful Jiavoc 
in these scanty savings, and poverty began to shew 
Itself Spring, so full of hope, brought with it but 
little to the farm Hand which in former years Jay 
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ready for lice coming, now was unprepared, and yet 
the rent must he paid. Time was flsVid for, and 
fllloiied Summer would perhaps rcnc« his strength, 
and a plentiful harvest m^kc amends for pa<t rai'for- 
luncs But the renewed strength never came, or 
was the hardest more than ordinarily good, then as 
if to crush the last slruj^ling hope, news was 
brought that the Laird's bailiff, who had Intlierto 
stood their friend, was no more, and had been suc- 
ceeded by a mao, whose grasping and domineering 
temper made him but few fnends m the part of the 
country from which lie had come. 

Mr. Mcllish, for such was the new bailiff’s name, 
had been known for some years past m the county 
os a small farmer of an experimental kind, but 
having neither the capital, industry nor talent, suffi- 
cient to carry out plans, either good or bad — it 
ended m his becoming bankrupt. After this, a situa- 
tion of small emolument was offered him on the 
■MactniUan piopcrty, and it was through their inte- 
reH that he obtained the vacant bailiwick. 

A temper naturally morose, had not been improved 
by seeing all his «cheme3 for amassing wealth sne- 
ce«'»ively fail, and from being the propnetor of an 
e-tate, to find hini*elf but the superintendent of 
another’s, large though that was However, he was 
not the man to give in, and since he was unable to 
carry out his plans on his own property, he deter- 
mined to try again for success on anotlier’s. 
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Hellish was hard-hearted, his few ideas seemed 
to concentrate them^dves on one point, winch was, 
“ that the rent of land generallj, was far beneath its 
value and that as bailiff, it was his duty to extract 
the utmost from the tenantry-” His views on many 
subjects coincided with tho«e of his employer, and 
ere many weeks had elapsed, Mr Melhsh Iiad become 
the Laird’s Jaird and the dread of every tenant on 
the estate 

A short time after Melhsh had become baihff, his 
attention was drawn to the rent due from the Loch 
Pawn , and ou proceeding to that quarter, the dJ. 
kept fence and ruined outhouses told tbo reason why 

The sickly man and aged wife, found no place in 
his "tern heart, “duty must be done, the property was 
being ruined, rent fat too low, and even that not 
paid He could but advise tbe removal of such 
tenants, lU health only a plea for robbing proprie- 
tors “ He wrote accoriliDgly. 

But Melhsh Was wrong m supposing that the 
Laird nas quite his slave, for not yet had the 
Laud, himself well stricken lu years, learnt to 
forget tlio«e who Jjad sened him well wlien buoy- 
ant with health and hope “No,” he replied to the 
application for removal, «Jcl them pay next time, I 
daresay llacmurdocli will soon bo well and strong 
again ” 

Aye, “soon be well and strong again ” Autumn 
brought it not, and the next new vcor saw the snow 
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dnfl ovET the hro^n sod; beneath ^shich lay the 
once hind-hearted Macmurdoch. 

Stunned by her loss, little reeVed she of the 
harsh and hrut-il language of the bulilT, who, taking 
all for tent, left her to manage as she beat might, 
without shelter or a home. Conduct such as hers liad 
been, love such as that, could hardly pass nnnotjCLil, 
even though it were in so mid and httlc vi«ittd a spot 
as the glen of Loch Tarm. Many was the good word 
said for Mrs. Macmurdoch, many the cahiest effort 
made to obtain cniployincnl for her, and thus let her 
reraaining days be pa«*ed in te«t. Not as now, a 
recipient of the parish bounty. 

Thus pa*«ed another year, the widow ever clean 
and tidy, added to her own means of subsistence a 
few shillings by spinning. Sometimes she would be 
seen weiuUng her way with somewhat feeble step 
to the post office, there to make inquiry, done for 
her so many years by one now remoied. Still would 
she write, prepaying the huge letter with the savings 
of half a year. But the answer, when the reply 
came to the oft repeated question, never once caused 
the eye to shine brighter — letters there were none. 

Hope died away at length, and the inqnmes at the 
the post office became less frequent. 

Two years more were passed thus by Mrs. ilic- 
murdoch, when she was offered the situation of 
housekeeper in a family of note, Imng but a short 
distance from her native town at Glentarff. Here 
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slic obtained tint rc^t for xrliich she had so long 
jearned; and hero would she, ns her ejes, now 
dimned with age, scanned the bold chlTs at her feet 
aud the wild waters of Wigan, thinh of her first and 
only clifld far away across tliat eret troubled ocean 
before her. 

nic Gordons of Glenlarff, though good landlords, 
did not alwaj 3 reside on the property. The summer 
months were frequenti} parsed abroad, or in search 
of gaiety,' either m town or at some fashionable 
watering place, returning m lime for the shooting 
season. Few estates could shew greater abundance 
of game, and few there were more hospitable than its 
owner. During the shooting season, indeed, the 
hoD<e was always crowded. Invitations to try his 
moorland, being an every day occurrence during bis 
summer rambles , and as if, by these means, the 
game should not be enough shot, or the house suffi- 
ciently filled, Gordon usually added, " and if you 
know any one else that likes shooting, I daresay we 
can find sport for them also.*’ 

As u^ual, before the return of the family, a letter 
was sent to Jits Maemurdoch, informing her of the 
probable amount of visitors, and what preparation 
would be required for them. It was often uoJ^ery 
easy matter for the good old dame to find accommo- 
dation for all, and, tbongh with her, to Lear was 
generally to obey, jet m this instance, she was fairly 
puzzled how to do so, room could not by any means 
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be found. Again and again iroald she drag herself 
up tWc great oak stairs, and wander through the 
long comdors, m the vam hope of not being forced 
to tcU her patron her difficulty, but she saw it was 
u«eles3 to conceal, and wrote accordingly. 

The answer was kind, telling her not to be too 
anxiou**, as tnany asked would not como ; some 
would be put off, and the rest must manage some- 
how, but that three rooms were to be kept for 
Campbell of Gowan, who was among the invited, 
and who would be accompanied by a particular 
fneud , "a geutUmau,” the letter added, ^^who is 
going to purchase an estate lu the county j ho having 
been bom about Dumfne'a way ** 

At length after much altering this, ananging that, 
and wotkingherself lU, Mrs Macmurdoch bad got 
the house fit to receive the host and his fnends. Her 
own private room had been given up, as by doing so 
she was enabled to allow the three rooms kept for 
Campbell to be together. On the amval of the host 
aud those to be entettaraed, she retreated from the 
mote private portioua of the house, and the private 
room, to the more homely fare and ‘less refined 
associations of the servants’ hall. 

said the ^ame keeper, coming into the 
seriaul^hall andthiovnog down before him quan 
titles of game, "J have seen some bad ones mmy 
life, and heard oaths enough, but I never came 
across such a one to cum, as the gentleman brought 
ion. 1 . TJ 
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bj Jlr Campbdl of Govan He iworc nl e^crj- 
thing, jint tlir sime wbrthrr lie Iiit or linked, >t 
Trai awful Hut tlic rdlou: coiilil alioot, here arc 
n bnoc of Jus, brought tloirii nglit and left, and 
cleinlj struck too/* and the game ketper pointed 
with evident satisfaction to the shot marks 

liy/* said nnothir, IiLcnjse loaded with game, 
"even (hotigh he has been here so short a time, they 
tell some queer stones of him The Irench sort 
of servant, belonging to Gowan, was saying, that 
the reason why ^^r. CompbcII was such friends with 
him, was to get him to lend money, of which ho 
had cart loads, all got in a dreadful woj out of 
the kings m the Indies, among whom he was a 
sort of judge, and there ho lived shooting lions and 
tigers So that accounts for h» shooting so well 
now, for I suppose if he hadn't practised a good 
deal in those foreign parts he would have been 
eaten ” 

"Docs he come from this way," asked the first 
speaker. 

"Yes, I think he does,” answered the second, 
"anyways knows all about the hills and the 
estates round. TVlicn I went with him to the bit 
of turf up by Dean's Farm, he asked half a hundred 
questions, about who had such a place now? and 
what had become of others? I was saying that 'the 
skeld’ was now almost all m crop or pasture, when 
he turned round sharp on ae, saying, 'I remember 
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it well enoQgb, many a time I liarc gone over it 
with "NVells.' ^oir, all Xnow that ’Wells was hung 
at Darafnes bat three years ago, for murdering a 
game keeeper j so that was not very good company 
for him to keep, though be was only a boy at the 
time he talked about ” 

”^^hat docs he look like?” said Mrs Maemur- 
doch, her voice tremulous with emotion 

"Same as other men, hot dark from being in hot 
countnes,” said the game-keeper 

"Thank you,” responded the old lady, and nsmg 
she left the servants’ hall, her hasty manner of doing 
80 not escaping observation, for as soon os out of 
eight, was she the subject of conversation 

“I ahooldn’t at all wonder,” 'aid the house- 
keeper’s a'sistant " if it tamed np that tlus swear- 
ing gentleman is Mrs Macmnrdoch's own son, 
for 1 have many a tune heard her talk about him 
as having years ago gone to India, as a great man , 
and she has often told me to inquire at the post 
office for letters from India He was always wild 
anduidund I’ve heard her say so" 

"May be,” said the game keeper, "but if it was, 
he would not have allowed her to be ao poor, and he 
with so much money, though it was ill come by ” 

" I don’t know that,” said the other game keeper 
he was always a bad one, and maybe, is now- 
ashamed to own Ins poor mother, but prefers that 
Campbell, or any other ne’er do well should get 



2P5 


HI r5C\pr yroM 


It out of liim, ami lie to talk of purcliasing 
lanj licrnbouts, but I'll find him out. So hero 
I go to make great fn^nds with that fellow that 
Cainphcll brought down with Iiim^ whom he calls 
his \alct” Thus snjing, the game-keeper walked 
ofT, IciMug the other scnaiiU to codIiquo the con- 
Tcr«ation 

Ihc game-kccpcp was not long in working himself 
into the good graces of the half Jrcnch scoundrel, 
who ofRcialcd os %alct to Mr. Campbell Am! a 
fen judicious qaestionsfoongiiehiin the whrmation 
he required From this, the kind hearted game- 
keeper f(Jt certain, tint in the guest of his master 
and fnciid of Campbell, he saw none other than 
George Jfacraurdoch, the long lost widow's son 
Alter remaining some time longer, talking over 
Tanous subjects, ao ns to mislead tlie valet, he 
returned to the semints’ hall, however, this was 
now dc«erted, all haviiig gone awap on their various 
duties Thus he was prevented from giving publicity 
to his mformation, and second thoughts made lum 
determine, for Mrs Macmnrdoch's sake, to defer from 
doing so until the morrow 

Next day a large parly, iq -which Campbell and 
his friend were included, was made up for the 
purpo e of heating a particular part of the forest 
for deer, and the inquisitive game keeper was ordered 
to attend on the same This he thought a capital 
opportunity to bring about a httle plan he had 
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formed for the introduction of mother and son , *0 
tclhn" Mrs JIacmurdoch how matters had gone, 
e.'id. C.1 I'M. tsiwttSptA.s^.Ti ^h.^'Cw'.cU. 

^alet, he arranged that household duties should 
require her attendance iti the hall at thp lime the 
hreaVfast patty htoLc up, and then, if all turned 
out as expected, she was to claim her son before 
them all 

Qh I how an^QUsly beat her heart, and how slow 
went the minutes The doll, ponderous tick of the 
hall clock, ecemed doubly sonorous, and the hands 
how slowly they moved rouod, httle, if at all How 
long It seemed from the breakfast bell, until she 
might perhaps sec, and strain to her heart, the long 
lost son Trequeutly would the loud laugh or slight 
noise Ccom the btcakfast room, lead het into the hall , 
and then, the reason be attempted to be di<<gui«cd, 
by a sudden, interest in some domestic arrangement, 
when it was found that the alarm was without 
foondation 

Time wore on, the old hall clock marked off the 
seconds if possible yet more distinctly , still no sound 
of movement The low murmur of voices and 
Tattle of pistes continued Suddenly a movement 
was heard, then the door opened and forth issued 
a confused mass of men Eagerly strained she her 
aged eyes to see him, but nono answered the des- 
cription, and lustmct told her that he was none 
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of these Then again came forth a mullitade, talking 
and joking 

“■Well,” said Campbell, “I’ll bet you a guinea 
on it, Maemurdoch.” 

Done,” said a voice, no stranger to the ■widoir’s 
ear, and m another instant, bursting through the 
crowd, the mother clung round the neck of her long- 
lost boy. 

“ Oh, George 1 dear Geoige 1” sobbed she j hut ere 
there was time for more, •he was flung heavily on 
the floor, and with a frightful imprecation on her 
impertinence, he demanded, ” What the old ham- 
dan wanted ?” 

”Oh, George!" gasped she, “not still unkind? 

I am your mother "years have I looked forward to 
our meeting, my son, my—” bnt another cnr«e, and 
a sneer stayed her further utterance Then disen- 
gaging himself from the crowd, George Maemurdoch 
retreated to his room 

With an effort painful to look upon, Mrs Mae- 
murdoch raised herself from the ground, and with a 
shght how, mthdreir, whilst Gimpbell, loud in bis 
abuse of the cowardice of Lis associate and fnend, 
detailed to the company how the intimacy between 
them had arisen It was caused by their first meet- 
ing m some gamhling.bou«c in town— then money 
was lent, and finding him useful, he had treated 
him 03 such, never supposmg that he would turn out 
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as as thi«, or bring di«gracc on the bouse in 
uhicb he Tvas a guest. 

“Ob, never mind about tbat” btoVe in the im- 
petuous Gordon. “The fellow, too, is well born 
enough j for I have heard Mrs. Maemurdoch was 
once in a dilTerent position to anj thing she now 
bolds j but it IS the ta<cahly of the villain to disown 
his own mother. lie hit her, too, 1 saw it ; and 
she has never once forgotten him. Her long life of 
nn'sery to be thus repaid, lie has never written to 
her, but with all his money leaves her thus j aye, 
gentlemen, il might have been, to have died from 
absolute want 1 I feel," he continued, tremulous 
with rage, “ that such a villain should not be allowed 
to escape free, not shall be pass another hour nnder 
my roof, unless be proves that my bon«ekeeper was 
mistaken. But I know bo cannot, his face said she 
told the truth. Here, Clinton,” said he, calling to a 
servant passing, "jast go op to Mr. Maemurdoch 
and say I should feel obliged by his giving roe some 
explanation l^o, wwtl you go," said he, changing 
Ins mind, and turning to a gentleman near him, 
“ and tell him to come down here." 

“Tery well,^ rephed the gentleman addressed, 
and he departed on his errand ; but scarcely had a 
minute elapsed, wheu ho returned to say 'Mr. Mac- 
murdocli was not in his room, or could he get any 
answer to his repeated caiUings of the name. " The 
room," he added, “was m a topsey-turvey state; 
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and ]t IS my opinion, that whilst we have been talk- 
ing here, the fellow has sneaked off.'* 

“Then after Inm," yelled Gordon. "I'll hunt 
him down; he can't have gone very far without 
being seen, I say, Chnton," said he, calling to his 
factotum, "just find out what has become of Mr. 
Sfacmurdoch ? Come along, gentlemeD, sh-dl we go, 
too^” 

Kone required to be asked a second time, and im- 
mediately the search began j but without success 
Tor, by some means or another, llacmurdocb had 
succeeded in avoiding ob’ervation, and leaving 
clothes, and baggage behind bmi/ bad managed to 
move inth the greatest celerity Thu«, after a fruit- 
less search of some hours, all parties returned to the 
house, disappointed and annoyed. 

After a week spent in endless efforts to discover 
the fugitive’s place of concealment, all of which 
proving unsuccessful, the anger of Gordon consider- 
ably abated, and good cheer with numerous friends, 
gave him other and more agreeable subjects to think 
about. 

2s’’ot so, however, was it with Mr? Sfacmiirdoeh ; 
the blow was heavier tJian she <^uld hear — the hopes 
of thirty years to be thus dashed to the ground 
Under all her tnals (the long severe one of a hu« 
hand’s illness and eventual d&itb, not excepted), but 
one hope had sustained her, and that was, that before 
she died, she might he m meny spared to once again 
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l\et only cbltl And no^r, 'wlicn the prize ^aa 
won — the long lost, mncli lo^cd «on claimed — to be 
spumed, abused, and not acinowlcdged by him 
Tho«e bps, her *on*8 bps, parted not to thanb bis 
mother for years of care, or words of love, but to 
curse her The idea was dreadful ! and much as she 
tried to Ibmb that the abropl disclosure was too 
much for lum, or that he really did not recognize 
her, still an inward feelmg said, he knew her well, 
but shame kept lum from returning her embrace ” 

The cop of sorrow was full, it had been drained to 
the very dregs , death for her now had no tenors, in 
the grave was no stmg , she now wished to die 
lor some weeks afterwards, Hrs Macmurdoeli 
performed the usual household duties, much in the 
same manner as previous to the meeting with her 
son, hut daily the figure became more bent, and 
though no complaint was made, or murmur beard, all 
saw that she was weaker Teeblc and yet more feeble 
became the voice, less frequent were the visits to the 
more distant parts of the house , then these ceased, 
and friends trod silently as they pas'^ed her bed room 
door Another wee^ and stiU more silent became 
the great big house , a whisper of approaching death 
was there The doctor came, looked solemn, but 
held out no hope For a moment flickered the un 
steady light of reason, a transient ray thrown across 
the dark vault of approaching death but sulEcient to 
reillumme the fleeting senses One blessing on her 
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son, one prayer for mercy, and her sonl Tras re'^torc^ 
to Him who gave it Cold, cold was the seaaoOj >*11^ 
dreary was the procession, as they wended tbejr ^^7 
from Kirkudbright to the old kirk-yard. There, side 
by side, lay man and wife, the snow-drift forming 
their common winding sheet 

To return to Mscmurdoch. After seeing that a 
longer stay in the hall wonJd only tend to make his 
position more uncomfortable, he determined on getting 
quit of the old woman as speedily as possible, and so 
m the effort to disengage himself from her embraces, 
she fell heavily on the ground " Corse her," said 
he, as he rushed upstairs to his bed room, the words 
*' coward,” and " shame,” nngmg in his ear", as he 
closed the door after lum “Cor'e herj” muttered 
the villain between his closed teeth. " A thousand 
imprecations light upon her, to claim me here Who 
would have thought she would have been here ? I 
thought she was dead enough long ago, for she never 
wrote latterly. However here she is, and how to 
manage to prove that we are not connected is the 
thing.” Stamping up and down the room, he for 
some time appeared lost in tho^ht, the angry oath, 
with the addition, “No, that won’t do,” or “I ■wi«h 
I had changed my name," shewed what troubled 
him Opening the door he listened, and could 
distinctly hear his name mentioned more than once, 
and that in angry tones, Ecchising the door with a 
curse, he dragged the portmanteau from under the 
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teQ, and forcing it open, muttered must be 
done and hastily filling bis pocLels with some gold 
and notes, prepared to quit the house. This he 
accomplished with much greater case than he cx« 
peeled, and quite unobserved; the servants being 
employed in the hall and front part, whilst he, 
taking advantage of a back staircase, was clear of 
the hou'C and grounds, and indeed, on the high toad 
to Stranraer, before the gentleman sent up by 
Gordon to mahe inquiries, had reported the fruit- 
Icssness of his mission. 

Macmurdoch had scarcely proceeded along the 
road a couple of miles before tlie stage coach came 
in sight, and a vacant place being found, he was 
before night sitting over the bright fire in the 
* Mason' s Anns,’ at Stranraer. Next mormng, a smack 
going to Be^ast gave bun an opportunity of leaving 
the country, and eluding detection and pursuit, for 
he guessed correctly that Gordon would not allow 
such an affair to pass over without making some 
inquiry and search. 

Tor some weeks, Macmurdoch felt few other sensa- 
tions than those of^ pleasure, at having managed 
to get away from Glentarffi so easily. Bat as the 
winter came on, he felt strange and lonely in the 
busy town , the only person m it with whom he ever 
held converse, or indeed knew, was the landlord 
of the inn at which he stayed, and in him he found 
hut ill companionship. Sometimes during the long. 
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dark, damp nfg?i(3 of Norcmbcr, as he sit alone jn 
Ills siUiiig room, the vine! tnaVuig the shutters 
rattle ns it came in frightful gusts ncro»s tlic sen, 
trouM his thoughts return (o Ivirkudbright, the 
home of his bojhooi), and then pissing awiftlj 
onward', would scenes less pleisant present them- 
aclvcs— Olcntirff nnd his mother falling at his feet 
"P'haw!' he would exclaim angnl/, and fry by 
deep draughts of wine to dnre the horrible image 
from him , but it naa nsejes*, the more the inne, the 
greater the wish to visit the place Tlie bleak, bills 
now no longer appeared bare, end bis parents where 
were they ? did they yet live? or iras bis dcfinl too 
much for bis mother? Hie thought was tnadne«s to 
him, now would feelings an«e of love and thankful 
ness toward* her who he knew had never forgotten 
him Her words he still heard, ** Years have I 
looked forward to our meeting, my son ■" and how 
had he requited such devotiou? Struck her, ye®, 
struck her ! and George Macmurdoch repeated the 
words again and again That night his mind was 
made up, he would return to London, arrange his 
affairs, and from that once again under another 
name, revisit the land that gave him birth 

His preparations for the journey were soon made, 
and ere many weeks had passed he was in Kirknd 
bnght, tired and way worn aniuety of mind having 
reduced lus strength, so that the long cold walk 
from Castle Douglas, proved a more difficult ta*fc 



TUB MCTTOtt IS OBDU. 


301 


in years gone bye. However, n comfoilablc 
fire, good clicer, and a sound sleep, liid the u^ual 
restoring effect^, aud at dusk he determmed on 
nnling his way across the well known moor, to 
the lioch rarm. lie might, perhaps, find Ins father 
there, or by some means hear somewhat of lus 
mother. Some one might stiU be there, reason 
urged his wailing until the morrow, hut ansicty 
to know the fate of lus parents, and yearnings to 
see the long left spot, determined him to start at 
once i so putting on lus overcoat, he took the road 
across the moor towards Loch T arm. 

As he neared the place of bis birth, how each 
stone, each welhremcmbered path, called up 
recollections of the past Time had® altered «omo 
things. Shrubs had become trees, the stone walls 
appeared higher, and more land was in cultivation , 
still the general character of the landscape was the 
same, the deep tarn, from which the startled wild- 
duck rose as he parsed, beat on its strong shore with 
the same measured, melmcholy sound that he had 
noticed it ever had The swamp was still there, the 
tall reedy grass m it, making wild music os it 
in'tled and chafed in the cutting wind of the winter's 
night This past, and the light from the rising 
moon «hevred him the home of his infancy, unaltered. 
The gravel path, the old pear tree nailed against the 
■white washed wall, all was the same , a bright light 
shone acro«3 the path — came from the fire light 
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insiile A rcJ> warm, glowing light that told of 
comfort within, such as lie Iiul seen full man^ a 
time heforr '* M cro the olj couple llicrc?' thought 
he " Did Ills father etiH enjoy Jits pipe oa cr tlie fire, 
whilst Ills mother plied her ncctllcp" but hath' 
there IS a sound from within of merry laughter, it 
grated on his car, it was out of place with Ins feel- 
ings, and dulled his heart’s de<irc, for he knew it 
came not from those whom alone he wished to 
see 

Softly ho crept up to the window, and then retired , 
the hale joung farmer and liis Inoghing wife, were 
not arhat ho had travelled so far to see , all was now 
blank Dejected and disappointed he re entered the 
path that Ie<I back to Kirkudbnght. Nervous and 
ill at ease, ho startled at each sound Tlie pewit as it 
flew wildly over his head making its doleful ciy, 
reminded him of his loneliness " WIio’s that?*' he 
almost «hnclccd as he Iicard a footstep dose to bim 
“Me,” said a boy of about a dozen years old, 
‘'me, Macdurmot’s son ” 

“"Wliose son? ’asked Macmurdoch 
“Macdurmot," responded the boy, “away at the 
Loch rann ” 

“ Oh, yes said Macmurdoch half soliloquising 
“ By the bye, what became of the old people there ? 
their names were, let me see, Mac — Maemur 
doch ’ and the name stuck m his throat as the 
remembrance of his treatment to one bearing 
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that flashed acio'3 the conscicncc-stncLcu 

^etch. 

“Oh, they,” answred Ihcboj, “trerc turned out 
hy the Laird’s hailifl, who was turned offhim®elf after* 
wards, and is they eay a bad ouc— *’ 

“But,” interrupted Macmurdoch, anxious tobnng 
back the bo} to the subject of interest to iumsclf, 
what hecamc of the ifacmurdochs V* 

“ The old man died about fire years ago, just when 
they were turned from father’s place by Jlclhsh 
Mrs Macmurdoch Iwed for some time down lu the 
town, then she went away somewhere,” replied the 
boy. 

“Do you know where she went to’” asked Mac. 
murdoch * 

“No,” replied the boj , "1 did hear she went 
England ways , hut I don’t know. Good night. Sir,” 
added the boj, as he touched^the bit of red hair on 
bi3 forehead and hastened homewards 

“ This 15 odd,” soliloquised Macmurdoch on being 
again alone, "my meeting with this boy So my 
father died, and my mother went to England , or 
had the boy known, to Glentarff , and why was this ’ 
Just because I never sent them a sixpence Aye,” 
and he spoke aloud, "I would give all my wealth to 
see them both once again , but it cannot be I wiU 
yet see her though, and start for "Wigan to morrow.” 

Thus saying he lapsed into silent thought, and 
burying his hands into the deep pockets of his over- 
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coat, Iiastilj pctmced lu9 steps towards Kirkud- 
Ijngtit 

Bat lie never nnivccl , lus mangled body, bruised 
and nounded, was fonud floating some days after, 
among the reeds and sedge m the mountain tarn 
The torn dollies and nfled pockets shewed nolence 
Ind been committed. Lot by whom it was impossible to 
say After a abort inquiry, the investigation ceased , 
and George Jlacmurdoch was buried, at the parish 
expense, in the "amc churcli yard as rested the 
bodies of both his parents 

Some years after this, a man was tried and con« 
victed of deer stcabog, and it being a felony, was 
sentenced to die On the scaffold he confessed to 
many a crime, amiJbg others, that of murdering a 
man on » moor near Kirkudbnght, and then dispos- 
ing of the body by throwing it into some water near 
That man, from bis pocket book which he stole, he 
bebeved to be named Slacmurdoch, the son of an old 
couple, whose mm he had caused when bailiff on an 
estate in that countr , 
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Evvart jawning. 

at I was ptKwns neatly asleep. That wa» not a<* 

m p::tT - h 

"Paney acsMnd„f°",‘ the Doctor. 

cast wlacU are the » “f that melancholy 

Never mind, I f„or " tales, 

hope the Collector was’oX r’Jr'! ^'r'e 
tossed him into the lake^ 

“ "Well, that’s amiablp «« i •> . , , 

"hut good night” a„a' 7' 'I *“ ; 

broke up. ® '"‘h '"f the smaU party 

votr'™”^-, tan .as good, and no. an 



IIY ESCAPE FROM 


•was activity again in camp, orders to march being 
daily expected. Two long anxious days spent, and 
then the tents were stmclc, the bmell left far behind, 
and hearts swelled with hope, as we marched to give 
battle to the Sikh. Bat short was the distance f two 
marches led us to his lair, and ere the night of the 
13th January had closed in, many a heart had ceased 
to beat 

"Artillery to the front,” was the order, as we 
came to the halting ground at Chillnnwanah. 
Tlien a pause-bugles rang out Then the heavy 
f* rolling sound of the gun carnage wheels as they 
crashed through the low jungle at a quick trot, 
" Bang, Bang,” and loud roared the dread artUlery, 
All stood ready, hut the dense jungle in front 
prevented our knowiog where the enemy lay. The 
shot now playing in our ranks told us they were to 
the front , and for us that was enough, we counted 
the seconds until the order to advance should he 
given 

"Steady, 70th," said Hie Major. “Captain 
Ewart,” he continued to the second m command, " I 
sec a movement of flic troops to our right, will you 
ascertain what orders hare been given P” 

"Yc^, Sir,” Slid Ewart, plunging hn spurs into 
his charger, and in a tninntc bringing informalioii 
tliat orders were given for deployment 

"Deploy into line npon Ikr Majesty's — regi 
ment,” called out our Major, oud stcuhlj did l!*c 
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brave old corps do eo, whilst here and there a shot 
(tom our concealed enemy thinned our ranVa. 

"To tlic front, quick march/* said the ifajor, 
echoing the General’s order. A flight of bullets 
from the 3 ungle in front, vras the answer to the order. 
Then one instant’s delay, and the — Dinsion, rushed 
into the thicket. On, onwards through bnar and 
thorn, inlh shot and tnusVclrv plonghing the ground 
around. Now, in an open spot shewed the enemy. 

" Uurrah I” shouted ten thousand voices, heard 
above the cannon's roar, and the division closed 
upon them mth the bayonet A volley, a chew, and « 
tve met. Bat an instant did they stand the shock , 
then onwards we swept, to suddenly find ourselves 
attacked ou all sides by artillery. Crash, came in 
the shot, making fnghtful havoc in out already 
diraimsbed numbers. "Charge’” roared out the 
Major, and the 7Gth rushed at the flame in front of 
them A volley, and we were once again band to 
hand with the foe, bajonetting him at his guns. 
Still ceased not the havoc, and we found ourselves 
overpowered and surrounded To proceed was mad- 
ness, to retire scemeil impossible , no longer cheered 
our men, but the fixed features, and musket tightly 
clenched, said they would do, or die. 

The regiment will tctice/' called out Ewart, who 
appeared now to be in command , and steadily they 
went about, hut this seemed not to affect our po. 
silion, the deadly fire on us stdl continuing 
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" Double,” was the orilrr (o t!ic — to oar riglit, and 
wctooLiltip Ketracing our steps :a corifu«ion we 
rctirci! Onct ngsin ire passed Die open space, where 
first comminccd the action, and now c.»mc the low 
jungle, how much waa it prircd! Still rained the 
grape, and the crj of *'Cava!f) upon us,” added if 
possible to (ho diflicuUjr of our position Thinner 
and thinner became our ranks. Droken, and disor- 
ganized, wo rushed into the jnnglc, the wounded to 
drop or die, and those jet umnjured to liAstcn 
towards the camp It was reached willi night, and 
with it closed on some the horrors of tint day 

Such of the wounded ns were near were brought 
ID, sought for in the pouring rain, which sow fell 
cold and drearily Then the weaned survivors pre- 
pared to pass the night by bivouacking on the 
ground, occupied by themselves previous to the 
action 

Tired and thirsty, I had, accompanied by Bellcisle, 
tried to bring m as many of our poor wounded 
fellows ns <possjblc , but the utter darkness that set in, 
soon made further eearcb impracticable, so we re- 
turned to the bivouac, and passed in the wretched 
freezing ram, a night of misery and uncertainty 
We knew not ftoir matters had fared on the whole, 
or as to who or what casualties had occurred even in 
our own corps Such is war, and with thanks to 
the Giver of all things both good and evil, and for 
preserviBg me, I fell asleep, sleeping soundly until 
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8unri«c. Infleccl, onlj axraUng l^icn, bv being a^Vctl 
by BcUcialc to rc3ume out ecatcU for the avoundcd,* 
and to avoid being half drotmcd by deep pools of 
vratcT atonnd, t\\c tmuU of a night*® pouring win. 

Soon after tlii**, all the troops were assembled. 
The chief came down the line, being loudly cheered ; 
and then arrangements were made for shelter against 
the frightfal storm of wind and rain, which con- 
tinued with unabated violence. 

Our loss was heavy; two Ensigns and the Major 
hilled, with Euact wounded. Poor fellow I ho had 
been exposed to the storm all night, wounded* in two 
places. Although a bullet had smashed hw thigh 
bone, he was enabled to drag lnm«clf from under his 
dead horse, to llie edge of the jungle ; here be re- 
mcmhcfcd no more, only recovering his senses when 
brought to the Pield Hospital for medical treatment. 

My own charger was shot, or rather wounded, just 
as we first entered the wood, so dismounting, I 
performed the Adjutant^s duties on foot. They were 
not difiicult, for before sunset there appeared to me 
to be no longer in existence the 7Cth Eegiment. 

Towards evening some tents were pitched, and 
food obtained, ^for up to this time, little, if any- 
thing, had been tasted by myself or others similarly 
situated). The history of the action of the day 
before was talked about; last bonour'i paid to the 
dead, and the day closed on us. A rather solemn half 
dozen officers congregated in the mess-tent, who 
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could not but feel indign'int at the idea of our 
dragoons bolting from some wretched Affghan®, 
mounted on ponies, and in their headlong flight 
to the rear, knocking over our guns and Field 
Hospital Oh, it was a sad disgrace, and felt bj 
all, probably fay none so acutely as the dragoons 
them«!elves 

For days after did the work go on of burpng the 
dead, and many a mutilated corp«e was thus decently 
interred Kear where the struggle of the day had 
taken place, lay the bodies in heaps , but the muti- 
lated remams of ours with the uutoached corpses 
of the surtoanding foe, «hetred but too plainly, that 
here nt any rate we were not victorious It was a 
dreadful sight, and many was the dire oath to be 
revenged upon so barbarous an opponent 

A month had pnssed, chiefly in wet tents, picket 
work, grumbling, and jireparations for the attack 
that never came Frcquenllv did the enemy treat 
us to •alutes either in honour of the accession of 
additional troops, or to direct our attention to the 
fact of their being not afraid, but defl'iut in their 
position of Lussool This, to sav the trutli, was 
strong enough, and wonld have taken some trouble 
to force, had we been mad enough to try 

'Well, this IS a pretty go,” said one of the pro- 
fessed grumblers, coming mto my tent on the 
morning of the lllli kebruary “Tlie«e Siklis 
hjve been and taken tliemsclvcs oIT, jast as we bad 



THE MCTims IN OLDII. 311 

made oanclves comfortable wlh that entrenchment 

round ” 

“Off,” said I starting op, “trherc to?” 

“ I ^on’t kno'^e,” answered Gmmbler, “ they say 
Lahore, done us in the eye, and arc noir going to 
have no end of fun, whilst we shall, I suppose, stick 
here a little longer for that MooUan force/* 

“ Bearer yelled out myself to the snonng native 
ontside, “ Gupta loo ,** and m another five minutes 
I was over at the commanding officer’s asking for 
orders 

"None yet," was the reply, "but 1 bear the force 
13 to move almost immediately, so tell all to be ready. 
In the meantime call up and tell him to get the 

mess servants to stir, can’t fight on an empty 
stomach, nnwholesome to take the morning air in an 
empty state, as the gentleman observed when the 
ordinary at Newgate found fault with him for eating 
a hearty breakfast just before be danced on the tight 
rope" * 

Neat day we were off, and a precious hot march it 
was. Poor Ewart, who insisted on accompanying us 
in a doolec, his leg, or rather stump, being suspended 
from the frame work of the roof by a sling, was in 
great spints, and ‘succeeded, on the arrival of the 
troops at the end of our long marcli, in being in a 
«tate of high fever, which before the day closed, had 
nearly terminated fatally. However, an absence of 
excitement in future, and no cheroots, restored him 
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to better health than ever, before the campaign waa 
enJed. 

" I say, ViUars, old ftdlow,” called oat "Waller or 
Stumps to me as he saddled up to my horse's side on 
the regiment being dismissed to their tents, or to 
the place in which the tents would be pitched even- 
tually at the end of the short march of the 
eighteenth. , “ Do you know whetlief we go at these 
lads, to-day ?" pointing with his sword to the Sikh 
army distinctly visible about three miles away. 

".Don’t know/’ was my reply, “ Old P— told 
me that we are to wait for sod© of the Mooltan force, 
and then go in and win; eh. Stumps? But those 
short stumps of year’s will be worn to nothing with 
all tins grinding " 

"I did not ask you for personal remarks,” 
responded Stumps rather sulkily; "they do just as 
well as those things of your’s, though you do nde, 
all the more chance of your getting shot." 

“That's what you want, I suppo^, a step, eh?” 
answered I laughing. 

" You know very well I da not, and none would 
be more sorry than myself, u you were killed , but if 
you can’t answer a question without being imper- 
tinent — ” 

“"What, Sir?” I interrupted. 

"Impertinent, and let me — ” 

“ You couple of gnft,” said the Doctor, coming 
up between us; "what a storm in a teapot, I 
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would now go and kfll cacli other, just to shew how 
much you didihe the SiLhs to do it; but really this 
■3 peat rubbish, so como over to the shade there, 
and let s have some tea and tilings. 

"All right,” said Stamps, going off with the 
Hector, and I following as soon as the guards and 
pickets wcie made over. 

The Mooltan force did really come at last, so two 
days after saw the British army leave their tents, 
and march in battle array against their oft beaten 
foe; and once again did the howling Cend of death, 
find occupation in our camp. 

"I say, ’Villars," said Captain Moms, who had 
succeeded to the command of the regiment since the 
battle of Chillianwallah, ” keep near me for orders, 
for I shall never be able to make myself heard, when 
those great pms, now galloping up to the front from 
our fla^s, hegm to blaze away. Tins looks somc- 
thmg tte bnsioess, doesn’t it? and as for these 
biUi chaps, 1 never saw such denis. I do believe 

ej e viug licked, or perhaps partake of a nature 

similar to cels, and get accuslomrd to a painful 
ist'ance" "’■““hug 

"■Very good. Sir,” 1 „pbed, "I think we shall 
not keep in column much longer, for the feUows 

Kr 7 ^°.lea? distance 
ivo. 7, steady, and ate marched heedless of the 
shot now whizzmg ahonl our ears 
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** Wheel info line" was the order earned from the 
right, and away I galloped to the point 

Immcdiafely our guns opened, and deafening wa^ 
the noise created by one hundred and fifty pieces; 
then came whizzing «hot and shell, loud roared the 
murderous guns, awakening the echoes with their 
denis’ din, and once again I was engaged m glorious 
war ” 

** The line will advance," roared out the olBcer 
commanding, and with arms at the slope, the whole 
bne marched to the front. “Halt," and we lay 
down, tliu« allowing mneh of the admirably aimed 
shot and shell of the enemy to pass overhead. 

“Steady 76th,'’ «aid Captain Moms, command- 
ing, who seemed uncertain whether in the order 
to he down, he and hw horse wore mclnded 
So after a little hesitation he dismounted, hold- 
ing on tight at the bit of the brute he termed his 
charger, who evidently was not fond of " war’s 
alarms ’’ ' 

"Stand still, you brute, can’t you?’’ said the 
gallant Captain in answer to me, who galloping up 
informed him "thsfc we were standing to arms on the 
nght.” 

"liVell, so will I,’’ he cephed, remounting, “ for I 
don’t like this doubling ourselves up like baboons at 
all, it looks as if we were afraid of the niggers, 
besides a fellow on horseback is all the time a regular 
cocL shy. I wish those Sikhs fellows would shoot 
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tlu3 brote somehow" and the Captain hickcd the 
brnte’s Mcles viciously With liis spurs 

“Tliose ato glonoas fellows in front/' said the 
interpreter, galloping towards where I stood ** Old 
Sponge Staff just now coming by our left, ordered 
me to nde off inth an order to the artillerj, and 
my eye, wern't they ‘catching it , 1 declare the men 
and hordes were lying in heaps round about Iho 
guns ” 

*‘\Vliat was the order yon took?" 1 asked. 

** Oh, only to ask that plucky old Colonel com- 
manding, how long he thought it would bo before 
tbe enemy's fire slackened " 

“Humph," said I m return, “I'll bet a rupee 
that question was first put to him by the Chief, then 
for the cowld stale, but what did old Colonel 
sayT' 

“ * Can’t tell exactly, hope soon , but will you nde 
away, Sir, and tell them to send me a fresh supply of 
men and horses ?* So off I went again to tell this 
to old Sponge Staff, and you see the result,” and 
he pointed with bis swoed to artillery galloping 
forwards, cheered on by a thousand voices 

“To the front, qmck march,” said the command* 
ing ofQcer, and the diviaon advanced still nearer 
the foe, who poured into it shot and musketry, 
both from their batteries m front, and hkemse from 
a strong position m a village at the top of a deep 
ravine 
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'^Villars/' called out the interpreter to me, from 
the left flank of the regiment, *^what*s the order?” 

“To advance, and storm that village,” said I, at 
the top of lay voice , 

“Hurrah, chulee oo 76th,” and vith a cheer the 
brave fellows dipped down the banks of the ravine 
dnnng all before them 

“ At them again,” yelled out Morns in English, 
as with the aid of his spurs he made his horse climb 
the steep side of the ravine, sod gloriously he led 
them through the frightful fire ^ the slight breast- 
work behind which the enemy sifarnied 

One moment, and it was carried, then we closed, 
and awful was the desperate struggle for mastery 
“YiUars,” cned out Moms, nding up to me, 
“I wish you would tell—” b»t sn exclamation of 
pam from me stopped him in his order, and with 
a voice changed from command to almost a woman's 
sweetness, he eagerly inquired if *' I was hit ” 

“Yes,” said I, deadly faint, and With my right 
hand feeling the bones of my bndle hand, lyiug 
useless and blood stained on my bolsters “I think 
they have smashed my arm " 

“Poor fellow,” said he, and jumping from his 
horse he helped me to dismount, then calling out 
to a medical man to look to me, he wrung my sound 
hand and remounted, adding as he did *o, “Good 
bye, my dear boy, I will como to you when all 
this IS over, but I must be with the regiment," 
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id soon he was oot of sight, tomghng with the 
imbaiants. 

hi) eyes followed him through smolce and fire, 
nd high ahoTe the shoots of others, did I hear 
IS nngitig cheer to the old tcgimcot. Tlicn getting 
amter, all heeamc misty before me, and I sank 
dowly on the blood-stained ground, adding my moan 
3f agony to the many from the poor wounded fellows 
ironnd. 

3usl hold up a momcnl/* said a kind ■voice at 
my elbow, m accents decidedly nibcrnian. "Let us 
look at the arm, atrah it^a a nasty blow,” and the 
Doctor began cutting away at the sleeve of my red 
jacket, and shirt, then fastening on a toumcqoct, he 
asked me, " Does it pinch?" 

"No,” I replied, then feehng a horrible cold 
sensation run through me, added, "but. Doctor, 
you are not going to cut it off, ore you ?” 

*‘llay be not,” he rephed, "but I just fastened 
it up, and am going to send you off by tbe next 
dooly to the Ticld Hospital ” 

""What injury is done?” 1 asked, fechug certain 
it was senous 

" Oh, never mind, it 13 bad , but may be when 
they see it at the hospiUd, they will be able to 
judge better than I can, now he down and be 
quiet until the dooly comes/* said the good-natured 
pill, makmg a pillow for me of my red jacket and 
handkerchief. 
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“But, Doctor,’^ I family gasped out as he laid 
me on the sandy soil, "do tell me how the battle 
has gone, for I have seen nothing since I was 
hit.” 

“Not unlikely; but arrah will you howld your 
tongue, he replied, then added, "there don't fret, 
we have licked them all to smithereens, and the 
cavalry are now just basteoing their departure to- 
wards Peshawur,” 

A film came over my eyes, then I felt as if the 
eartli was slipping from under roe, and I reroerober 
no more, until I awoke to my senses in the Field 
Hospital, some miles away from the spot where 1 
had been wounded 

"Villar^, old fellow,” said the voice I knew to 
be that of the A«aistaut-Snrgeon in the 7Gth, who was 
holding toy pulse with the one hand, and administer- 
ing some ammonia to my nostrils with the other 
“ Ton have got a very nasty hit, and I may as well tell 
you at once, that you must submit to having your 
arm amputated ” 

“What cut off?” I aslcd, still hilf insensible 

“ Ye«,” replied 5Ia»on or Sawbones, with kindnc«s 
“There is no hope for jou if joa don’t; for the 
bone IS smaslied to pieces, it wont hurt very much, 
now do let it be done at once,” 

“Tery good, but be quick about it,” said I, 
feeling ocain the horrible cold shudder run through 
XDC, which had come when talking to the other 
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doctor Ten nnnutea more clap«cil, and ray fore 
arm and hand vrcrc added to tUe bcaj« of amjmtated 
limbs lying near the table 

Tlie pam was great , but the aching of the brui«td 
limb had become ao intense before the opcntion, 
tliat cutting did not feel quite so di«agrceable ns 
I eipcctcd \Shcn all was over, I found my«clf 
earned away to a tent, m which were three or 
four other ofTicers, whose pale features, and blood 
stained linen, "Ivcwcd that tbc) hid but a short 
time before being aimilarl) treated 

At dusk I was removed to mj own tent, winch, 
by the orders of JIorri«, (l**ro5clf slightly wounded), 
had been sent from the regimental camp, with my 
servants, boxes, and other things, to the 1 leld Uos 
pital , the kind Moms nghlly judging that I siiould 
be more comfortable m roy own tent and alone, than 
in any other waj 

"Next Taoming he came to see me, and after an 
altercation between him and the Doctor, as to the 
posaibilily or impossibility of any harm his visit 
might occasion, (which altercation was loud enougli 
to wake me from a sound sleep), I settled the dis 
pate by telling the servant fitting at roy hedside 
driving away flics, “to ask the Doctor to let him 
come in ” 

“ There you obstinate Sawbones,'' said 
entenng the tent, without waiting to hear the result 
of mj message to tlie Doctor , then coming to my 
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your pay for a long time Tbc arm X‘« notliing, only 
a scratch given me by a fellow when I was on the 
ground, the result of a header from tliat charger 
brute, who, thanh heaven, got it right well in the 
head, and is now camon I Wore than ever he did 
well before, eh, Sawbones?” said be, turning to the 
displeased doctor, who had more than once desired 
him to go 

I suppose that’s a pun,” growled Mason, "but 
do go, or I wiU turn you out I shall be here with 
the wounded, so ViUarswiUdo There, go away I” 
And he seemed half inclined to put his threat of 
turning him out into execution, when he saw him 
again turn to addte<s me 

"Goodbye, Villars” said he, squeezing my hand, 
" God bless you and to the Doctor's delight he 
left the tent 

Tor many a long, weati'^ome day and night did I 
toss on that bed, rached witb pain and fever , the 
wound would not heal hindly, and fever supervening, 
rendered roe ill indeed Hon, as I watched the 
shadow of the tent pole, as it slolc noiselessly round 
from west to east, would I long for strength, and to 
be allowed but hoohs to read Then would nse up 
visions of home , the sisters wclcouung roe, the old 
null, each tree, each hill, aU ns I had left them years 
ago Xhen came hornd night, the flickering candle, 
^ops, doctor’s stuff, and troubled dreams 

■VQU 1. T 
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■ After removal to Lahore, and a change from n hot 
tent and solitude, to a comfortable house and the 
society of my old friend, llason, I began to improve ; 
and vyas well enough to drive out the few miles to 
meet the old regiment, as they entered the canton- 
ment of Lahore after their successful chase to Pesba- 
wur of the flying Sikhs. Here also joined poor 
Ewart, whose long abstinence from cheroots, brandy 
and water, te^ether wifli adtewent, bad sa im- 
proved his looks, as to quite counterbalance tbe 
loss of his leg} and as be soon after received a first 
rate appointment, he was less inclined to grumble 
at his jU luck than was his usual wont. 

A hearty welcome I received, and glad was I once 
again to join the old corps, resuming my old ap- 
pointment as Adjutant ; though for weeks after, I am 
afraid, the duties of that office were conducted jn a 
veiy inefficient manner — ^my healUi having been so 
cyjinpletely broken by the aroputatioh and subsequent 
fever, as to render the least exertion irksome and 
disagreeable. Indeed, bad it not been for the re- 
peated requests of Moms, who still continned in 
comtoand, and, in troth, did almost all my work I 
would have resigned, and gone on have of absence 
to tbe Hills immediately the hot weather set in. As 
it was, 1 held on untd change of air became so 
necessary, as to make Sawbones determine on pack- 
ing me off to Simla, nolens volens. And so, after a 
formal visit from tbe standing m^cal committee 
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consisting of a «aufrj senior eurgcon, ono Englwli 
asMstant surgeon, and an obslmale Scotch one, who, 
after aaVing me sundry qacaUoaa, decided on signing 
the certificates of Mason, not before, howmer, the 
Scotchman had expended an immense deal of breath, 
by trjing to persuade the comimtlec and myscK; that 
“The advice of an Aberdeen monwas always considered 
•upcrijOr to any other, end that he considered a mon 
more hhcly to pich up slrcnglh in a hcallhy canton- 
ment like Lahore, than m a jangle covered hill 
sanatariutQ, Viheic yourg fellows did nothing but 
flirt and fool away their money ” 

Notwithstanding his argument, I went away, and 
in a few days was enjoying the cool mountain breeze, 
as 1 rode at a sober wtdk on the gnictcst of pomes 
round Jacko 

Before November, I was certainly much improved, 
but «carcely «ufiicienUy so to allow of my resuming 
my appointment m the regnnent However,* poverty,^’ 
says the old adage, ‘ makes us acquainted with 
strange bedfellows,” it might have added, and of 
little that affords pleasure So not being better off 
than 13 the common lot of Indian subalterns, which 
I regret to say, generally speaking, are, as a rule, 
“ hard up,” and patronizera of banks, I was forced 
to serve the liard task master, and once again return 
to regimental duty The hot weather commencing, 
brought with it to me the u<iual attacks of fever and 
weakness, but still I «ct3inbled on Morns doing 
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the Adjutant’s 'n-ork. However, weeks proved 
there was no relief from my pains, so I determined 
on taking the advice of Mason, and try the effect of a 
complete change of scene and climate — notliing less 
than to revisit my native land. 
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PiSTiso wtU lUe Adjatancy to 'Waller, and sell- 
ing off my tents, liorscs, sticks, alias fuiBitnic, (two 
chairs and a table) , 1 set about inaVing anangements 
With the banks, endeavouring at Ibc same tunc to keep 
xa. reserve a small sum of money sufficient to pay the 
expense of my tnp from Laborc to Calcutta, and to 
allow of my tnsiing a few purchases there, as 
presents for those with whom ere long I hoped to 
be 

Bat what between Nnbbhce Bux and other 
dealers, all having bllle daims, I found my calcula- 
tions of a surplus, not such as would speak much 
for my Itnowledge of accounts , and at the last 
moment was neatly obliged to say, “ farewell those 
visions scenes of home '* 

Under these ciicamstances, I resolved to appeal to 
my old fnend Moms, wbo^e offers of assistance I 
had often refua^ m days when either not so hard up, 
or not so tiglmy squeezed by poverty. However, 
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now putting my pride in the pocket, had only to 
choose between doing so, or reUnqmsbing my leave 
to England 

*'Sloms/' said I, going over at san-set to his 
quarters, I have a favour to ask yon, which, if it 
IS any pleasure for you to know, I would ask from 
nobody else ” 

‘‘TTell, what is it, my boy?*' asked he. 

Oh, I am very hard put to to get away, and — " 
"There,” said he interrapting, "I know all about 
it, and don’t let that fret you, for I have a few 
rupees that I always keep 'omewhcre, and you cm 
have as much as you want, there will be enough left 
for me--*’ 

" Bnt,” said I intcmipliog, " I am rolbing ^ ou 
or depnving you of getting boine, which you have 
told me you mean to do ” 

“ Stuff and nonsense," continued he, half angrily 
" If I did not intend your taking tlicm, I should not 
make the offer Let me see, you go on iVednesday, 
to-nigbt 15 Monday 'Well,! can give you a drift for as 
much as you like on the Calcuttn branch of the Agra 
Bank, and leave me to settle with these fellows here 
to whom you owe money " 

"Bat, Moms," I said, orcrcome with his gene 
rosity, "I will not, cannot talc all tin* as a gifu I 
owe much more than you think , and will protni*e to 
repay you, if I live , bnt I may not, for I feci I am 
Very ill, and—" 
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" And,” Slid he, taking np my last word, ” I 
shall be diddled oat of my money, dear me thoogh, 
that’s bad Now, Vfllar^” continued he, " do not 
mabc such a fuss about a few rupee'*, for I really 
have a good lot of them, and tell me fairly what you 
owe, and how much will be necessary to let you 
leave the country clear?” 

”I have counted up lucry sixpence that I owe,” 
said I in return , and am sure two thousand rupees 
will clear me, and pay my expenses from this to 
Calcutta ” 

“Is that all?” said the Caplam with a laugh, 
*'why you made such a fuss, I thought it was much 
more than two thousand, p«haw I a dirty *tuo 
hundred pund ’ Here I will write yon out o draft 
for it Now drop the subycct and take i> cheroot ” 
“No, thank you, yon dear good fellow,” I said, 

‘ as I am forbidden even that sort of fun now by 
Sawbones , who has been, for the past week, storing 
my mind with images of all his friends who have 
come to an unhappy end through tobacco But I 
must give you some acknowledgment for this 
mouey , ’ and I took hold of the pen which he had 
replaced in the ink after writing out the draft. 

“ Of course, just the thing I want Do please, 
and begin, * I promise to pay about the Greek 
Kalends, or when asked for ’ Nonsense,” said he, 
changing bis voice from a bantenng tone to angry, 
“ I don’t want anything oE the sort, you may pay me 
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when I ask for it, or when yon can afford to do *o , 
but don’t go by Sawbones about smoke, he can’t 
smoke, never having tned bat once, and that was at 
school when the big boys made him, then they 
tbrasbed him for being sick, aflerwaids, and to crown 
all, he was again hcked by the master for smelling of 
smoke , <0 bis dislike to smoking is easily accounted 
for Don’t go," added he, seeing me shew an inch 
nation to he off, *' I want to give you a message to 
m} mother, who you must go and see , she lives jn 
GJoucestcMlure " 

"Of course, I will,” I replied, “and «h3!l be 
always more than pleased if U is in my power in 
any way to repay the lindnc«s yon have shewn 
me " 

"A very neat speech," «aid he, half bantering, 
"and when perfect m these sort of nice «ouDding 
sentence*, you will bo much sought after, capeciaify 
by the dear creatures m petticoats, but to return to 
my dear old mother, tell her all about me , don’t *ay 
I look over old, bat make me out all n^jlit, tell 
Iicr— " and In* merry voice faltered "(ell her, I 
won’t slop out here much longrr Tlint I onlr do 
So now, so os to enable us to hve together more 
Comfortably hereafter, and that I neicr forget Ler 
A»e, ^^lUrs, she has been such a mother to me as 
few fellows base, I never remember her angrr, or 
has she ever, old as she is, let pass an opportiiniir of 
wntiog Of ecriJtr e, roinelbing to tar (lowl 
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added he ahruptlj, cant stand all this; and 
saying good bye too. God bless too, Yillafs; mind, 
remember my mother" Then shaking my hand, he 
retired into the hoasc, not however, without Uanng 
forced upon me the draft of two thou'and rupees. 

I had intended going on to some of the other 
oOicers to •ay farewdl , but the intemew with Morns 
had •omewhat np'ct me, so I returned home to a 
sohtary cup of tea, and was occupied till past mid- 
night in arrangements for my journey on the 'Wed- 
nesday. 

Iseat day X bid all good bye, and settling with 
everybody, through (he money received from Moms, 
I left early by dak on Wetinesday for Jullundur and 
Umballah Here I am>ed in doc course of time, 
and withm^a month found myself gazing on the 
shipping in the nver Hooghly, from the windows of 
Spence’s Hotel in Calcutta 

Little had occurred m the way of alterations or 
improvements in this city, since the time I had 6rst 
seen it ShU the old smells, wretched oil lamps, 
green turf, red roads, and very, very tlun cattle 
feeding abont • Then around me were still the same 
oily, odorous, muslin covered baboos, fat, filthy, 
raesdy'mouthed and mean, rolling m wealth, bnt 
without the heart to spend it, or to be generous 
p-issing under my windows is a thing upon wheels, 
somewhat between s fly and a post chaise, panels 
hroken, the C ^pnogs rusty and worm eaten 
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■\VI1ccl5 witli broVen tire and mmns many spolw. 
To drag it, arc tied in witU gnws rope, without pole, 
two wretched, sorc-bacbed, gnws-fed, broken-knee'd 
pomes, driven by a naked cooly. "Who could own 
such a Vehicle? None, I answer, but a TJungal 
baboo. Behold him inside with three others , each 
if possible richer and meaner than Ins neighbour. 
Thc'c are the Dutts*' or *' Seals” who«c millions are 
laid out to great advantage, not in the funds, not m 
clianties or even railroads. Pshaw 1 fire per ceut, 
that would be too absurd No, tcorelikely to unfor- 
tunate cultivators in the districts from which, perhaps, 
a few hundreds per cent may be obtained j or in the 
bapnars to hard working petty dealers, wIio«e earn- 
ings are swallowed up to satisfy the ]D<t for wealth 
of these cormorants. , 

Nothing could I see, on at all a large scale in the, 
way of a public work. No manufactories, no 
bridges, but what were either the work and property 
of Goveniment or that of Englishmen. Here and 
there a wretched, mortar-covered, ni-bniJt temple, 
shewed that «ome ifoti tall had thought to smooth 
the way to Heaven, by devoting a »mall portion of 
his ill gotten wealth to a temple for his Gods, and 
to make assurance doubly sure, directs his bloated 
carcase to be burned on Holy Gunga's shore, and 
his allies ca«t into the muddy river 

“How different," thought 1, “from tlie cn«toms 
in the country I am going to There wealth is not 
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always u«cd solely to Hit advanlage of its possessor, 
and clianty launtcth not U«elf ” 

There was mucli to do in Calcutta, wliat wth cer- 
tificates, medical examination, and outfit, Itowcrcr, 
at last all was Tcatly, and witU a lieait bounding with 
delight, did I jump into tlic kind of box upon 
wheels, pulled by a stout pony, and direct the driicr 
to take Cajsar and bis tortuiics, t e , myself and two 
overland trunks to Garden Reach, at which part of 
the nver the huge steamer lay. 

Seicn years previously I bad landed here, buoyant 
with health and hope, and now what was 1 ? a muti 
latcd, dyspeptic old young man, broken down m 
health And hopes, where were they? not in the 
land 1 had come to, but in that dear one, far, far 
away beyond those palm trees , beyond that ever 
blue sky Tiiat land, the home of ray childhood, 
where wailed for me kind and anxious fnends— 
father, mother, 8i3ter«i, all one holds most dear 

Ob, I longed to reach those shores To hear once 
more the sound of village bells, they rang the 
Sunday peal, to sec the shady lane made dusty 
by the tramp of those, who obedient to the call, 
attend at the ivy mantled cburcU , to see a Christian 
Sabbath, and to leave the«e hot, and plains for ever. 
"When on board, it appeared a dream all that was 
going on around Once again to feel the vibrations 
of the machinery as it hissed and groaned in getting 
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up steam, tlien the bell srfunded, and a hoarse, 
rough voice called loudlj to tliose belonging to the 
shore and not going with the slup to depart 

"Wliat a moment of nu«eiy to many 1 how many 
liearls are wrung } now, indeed, must they *ay good 
hyc Here on the starboard are a group of four, the 
centre of which is a poor, pale, girlish-loohing thing 
parting with her two still paler-looking children, 
and as she wipes away the tricUing tears, tries to 
command her voice, in the final direction given to 
the strong niii\ded red faced woman, under whose 
charge the children are to go Accompany me 
down that winding staircase, ornamented with 
muskets and pistols, see that wasted and fever> 
stneken wife, couvuNively grasping that ofBcer^s 
hand, they are man and wi/e*— the hoar of parting has 
been put off perhaps too long, they will meet no 
more on this side the grave The Bed Sea wiU 
claim a victim there, and two mails hence, that man 
shall hear he is a widower. Why does he not go 
too P Because he is poor, and the interpretership 
would have to be vacated No, he must return 
to bis regiment, and save and remit each anna 
to that dear object gone to England, ogam the 
hoarse voice and th^ have parted Tlie bridge 
connecting us with the shore is removed One 
great mass of smoke issues firom the chimney — then 
with a jar we swing round into the middle of the 
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stream, anil liy night arc at nnclior below the ‘Sind 
Heads/ waiting for the last despatch from Go\crn- 
ment. 

The voyage home, and the incidents attendant 
thereon, was and are much the same to every one. 
The life somewhat monotonous, fare very bad,accom» 
modation snch as is most unsmted totravellers mtro- 
pical cliioates, where light and vcnldation arc of vital 
importance, and prices snch as might bring a blush 
to the check of any, but a Uoundiditch yew or a 
monopoh't. The stopping for mails and coals at 
Madras, Ceylon, S.c, Ic, served to give some 
change rn t\\c conversation, to the never ceasing 
growl, and cvprc<9ions of astonishment at the mnch 
bad we found Then came Suez, the Desert once 
again, looking much as ever, dusty, bare, and 
carsed. Alexandria with its ditt> flies, and above 
all its attempts to look civilized Malta, Gibraltar, 
Lisbon , and in six weeks from Garden Reach 
we found ourselves at our journey's end The 
good steamer * Creepci' having, in due coar«e o! 
time, been brought to a stand atiU m Southampton 
Docks 

How green ' how bright 1 how beautiful, apjieared 
all atound as we steamed up Southampton water 
Here the lordly mansion shut in with oiks and 
evergreens , there a vilbge, the old church «pire, 
appearing fat above the tall green elms Tlien from 
some secluded nook would mount up the pale blue 
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smoke of the cottage cljjmncj. Koir f}3ose bus/^ 
happy looking men on shore, and thongh seen m 
days gone bye a thousind tjme«, how strange appear- 
ed the sight of women, 'English women, at manual 
labour , how red their faces, but wnthal, Low cheer 
ful, so different from all one had seen for many a 
year The stolid mlirc driving his miserable 
bullocks, yoked to a pninitive cart , a wretched wife 
perhaps n alking by his side, dirty and «avage look- 
ing Here and there a gaudy stucco built temple, 
the few trees planted around, making the sandy 
wastes look, if possible, more uninhabitable and 
desolate Ifow these scenes were far away, and 
I felt grateful, that after so much ill health and 
scenes of war, I had been permitted once again 
to see my own, my dear, my native land 

It was nearly dark before all my boxes were 
cleared and passed the Custom Hou'se, then papers 
bad to be sent off to the India House So between 
all, I was 80 tired, as to determine upon passing 
the night at Badlejfs, instead of proceeding on to 
St Helens by the night tram, as had been my 
original intention English fare, and an English 
bed ought to have made me sleep well, notwith 
standing the unusual exertion of mounting up several 
hundred step«, the which formed the hiUy path 
to my dormitory , but a very small room, situated 
in some remote corner of the house, very near the 
slate*, and the proxinnty of the meeting house of 
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t^c ncighbooring cals, robbed me of tbe much dc- 
sircil sleep. 

The early train saw me on my way ; oh liow I 
grudged each stoppage, and counted the minutes 
by the «taUoi\ clocla uutA the time to start again. 
■SVhat hopes would prescnl Ihcmsclres, and how 
vividly, m my excited imaginalion, would old scenes 
return, the old ivy-corctcd housi^ the dark green 
yew; then leaving these, I almost thought I was 
there already, my father happy, and I answering the 
thousand t\nestians of those I loved so well. To tell 
of how I lost my arm, wid eco dear sisters* faces, 
as tears of joy made theit bnghl eyes brighter. 

“ Gloucester, Sir,” said the guard, opening the 
door, and luterrupting me in my revene, “ the tram 
stops here. Sir.” 

" When does the next start for Chepstow ?” I 
asked. 

“ Thirty past three, Sir,” said the man, at the 
same tune telling a porter to take my luggage. 

As there were nearly two hours to that time, L 
could do nothing better than order dinner, and 
during its preparation, strolled about the old city. 
Then returning, once agamlheshnll whistle sounded, 
and I was on my way to tbe Beaufort Anns at 
Chepstow, where I had determined on leaving my 
boxes, and proceeding on foot to St. Helens, the 
better to accomplish a little plan of 8Urpri«e, the 
arraDgemeiit of which in my mind had served to 
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make the monotonous road from Gloucester to 
Cliepstow appear less unioiercsting 

Chepstow was reacheil, just as the shades of even- 
ing began to cast agloom on many a well remembered 
view Here before me were still the same scenes I 
had known of old, all appeared unchanged, the 
very bead waiter was the «ame Still stared one in 
the face the dingy gilt letters of " Old Bank then 
leaving these and walking np the steep street, 
frowned tlie old gateway, looking almost picturesque 
in the twilight of summer, then by tbe turopike rose 
up stiff, red, aud dismal, that bnck abode once 
belonging to the tyrant IjCwis, not now adorned with 
the big brass plate oo its dreadful door, but still 
there was a Scholastic E^tabh'<bmeut appearance 
about it, that made me involuntarily hasten on 
Now houses became ^career, and beautifully grand 
appeared the "Wind Cbff, as I pressed quickly past it, 
almost running, as I discerned by the pale light 
of the young moon, the lodge of the St Helens 
property 

Avoiding any question* from tlie lodge keeper by 
quietly climbing over tbe white painted gate under 
her charge, I stole quietly up the gravel path Un- 
percetved I reached tbe ivy covered porch and listen 
ed entranced to the cool night wind as it moaned 
through the dark green yew trees, and shook the 
fruit laden pear tree on the old bouse wail And 
this was my father^a house, this the Louse which I 
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liai UIl jwn ago, an 1 now couW see, couW tvtn 
touch It appeared impofliiUc, and jcl thea it was, 
old and ivy covered Tlien what were th*'} doinj 
inside’ cxjKcting me, wailing, perhaps, to Iicar the 
sound of wheels " Jihall I VnoeV’" thouglit I, ^*or 
go m hy the old 'ide door?'' 

I had ju't determined on the side door, when 
from the ahruhherj came jelpmg at me some ugly 
cur Another mutant, and a Lick wcU directed, had 
sent Inin howling back again, but not before my 
exclamation of “Take that you brute, you're Henry's 
I'U bet a penny’*’ had reached the car of my sister 
Ella, who springing from the slirubbcry, in which 
she had becu walking, was clinging round my 
neck 

“ Oh, PhQip I dear, dear Philip 1" said she 
sobbing, “1 am so, so glad to see you, I have been 
expecting you all day, and would not leave tins 
shrubbery until the last moment, for I wanted to be 
the first to sec you , but you must be tired," then 
continuing, her eyes glistening with the tears m 
them, as she gave me oo opportunity of breath 
ing by releasing her arras, "come into papa, 
they are all there waiting for you But, Philip, 
your poor arm is gone, poor fellow, my dear, dearest 
brother I I did not hurt it I hope," and the tears 
trickled down her beautiful cheeks as she stopped 
questioning me 

“ Jly own dear Bib," said I, now able to get a 
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word of TOj own in; “jou cannot tell Iiow glad I 
nm to sec yo\j, too, dear EUa, Do you know I Lave 
been standing musing under those old walls for the 
past Iialf hour, and should be so still, I dare say, if 
that cur had not interfered. But let us come inside 
and see tlic dear old father, Jane, mother, and every 
one and everything." 

"Bat,'* she began, "do tell me whether I 
hurt — " 

Stuff and nonsense, you dear little darling,” said 
I, stopping further questions with n kiss. " Come, 
take my arm and introduce me; and then afterwards 
I will tell all of you how I lost the arm, whether it 
hurts, and, indeed, satisfy any amount of curiosity. 
It is peculiar to your sex, you know.” 

"Oh, that is it, is it?” answered she laughing. 
""Well that is a civil speech to begin with. Bnt 
come along;” and opeuing the door we entered the 
house. 
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CnAPTEU XXXU 

I 'WILT, pass over the meeting It was sach as is, 

I imagine, o£ dailj occurrence m England, where so 
many travel, and from which so many emigrate 
"Warm hearts gave me a warm welcome My coming 
in had evidently disturbed the tno from a sort of 
half napping, half ttuuking humour The rush to 
receive me over, Ella and myself joined the party 
After a few questions regarding my general health, all 
their curiosity appeared to be devoted to the arm 
” Does it hurt you now ?” a«ked one “IVas it lery 
painful culling oB?” asked my mother with a 
shudder "Did you roar out?** said the father, his 
e^e3 twinkling with dehght at seeing me again 
My first half hour was devoted to answenng such 
questions as these, but aU this tune I ■was not idle 
with my eyes, they scanned the old room well 
Little indeed did I see altered , the same old solid 
looking clock ca^ed m black marble, its tick as 
«oleran as ever Tlie same roomy, really easy cliair, 
its leather covering not renewed, but not improved 
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bj seven years additional wear. Jfy arm was resting 
on the fine old oval dining tabl^ its surface pobshed 
as ever, shewing that still the Major was prond of 
Ins mahogany Over the old oab mantel piece hong 
the Major's picture, revelling in red paint and 
atormy sky for background The pleasing smile and 
rosy cheeks had, however, long since left the on 
giual 

Time had hut slightly touched any of the family. 
My father had, perhaps, become greyer, and from )us 
slight limp, I could see that gout had visited him 
Hia wife and daughters looked very well , the former 
stouter, and the latter, from mere children, had 
become as handsome and good a pair of girls as were 
to be found between Chep«tow and Carlisle Heniy 
was not at home He bad gone from bad to worse, 
had sold out of the armj, m'lking. as he termed it, 
St Helens "liis head quarters" That is he honoured 
it with his presence when his finances were low, and 
considered a personal interview with its propnetor 
was necessary towards replenishing them 

"Fancy, papa," said Ella, breaking a silence that 
had been caused by my description of the way I 
was wounded "1 found your son doing sentinel 
at the outer door, Teazer discovered him " 

"Tliat brute 1' muttered my father "But what 
made you stand there?' 

"I hardly know/' I answered, “I wanted to 
•urprise you all , so I climbed over the lodge gate. 
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•ind ancaVcd op tbe gravel path through the 
evergreens j vrhen just as 1 had made up m} tmnd 
to enter the house by a side door, out comes as 
ugly a cut as you could wish to see, I kvcVcd him 
back into tbe bushes; where he howled so lustily 
as even to arouse EUa, who was there doing senti- 
mental and wooing the moon.” 

“You ungrateful fcUowl” said Ella, “1 was not 
even thinking of the moon, but of you, and I told 
you so. You wOl repent such ingratitude, I can 
tell you,** and she bent her httle hand up, putting 
it into that peculiarly awkward position, which 
her sei imagines looks like *mcn do when they 
fight,’ 

“I wish, papa,” said Jane, “you would have 
Teazer tied up when Henry is away, he is not—” 

“1 wish, he was dead,” snappishly interrupted 
the Major, “ I am sure he is not good for anything 
except to snap and snarl, and is as disagreeable as 
bis — 

“ Master,” said Ella, finishing the sentence. 

“No, I did not say that,'^ replied my father 
^'But what nice people we arc, ail chatting about 
that nasty cur, and never asked our hero to eat 
anything All Ella’s fault, for we dined I do not 
know when, somewhere about breakfast time, as 
Ella insisted on having everything ready for your 
Binvai, and thete the table m the dining room has 
been laid out ever since, so let us go there.” 
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Mr tnllw Imd jnatlc me hung^ , nnd notnitli 
standing being nearlj routed bj a great fire, which 
in) molbcr and sisters bad logdbct kept up, (they 
imiocenti) imigining that coming from Indn, I 
could ncicr ficl Enjjlaml hot enough) I did ample 
justice to the fire, and it was late before we parted 
for the iii^lit, the road to my bed room being 
slicwm by Lila, who «ceroed to consider me os under 
her c’pccial protection 

“Good night, my dear brother, I am so glad you 
have come, your doing ao will bo *uch a comfort 
to papa and mamma," said Ella, ns I took the candle 
from her “Henry has behaved shamefullr, but 
mamma always thinks he will improve, and makes 
cxca«cs for him " 

“What has be been doing? 'I asked, “you know 
the mother always did so ’* 

* Far more than 1 can tdl you to night,’ she 
replied, “and as you must be dead tired, I shall 
leave you, so good night ” and the fairy figure 
tnpped bghtly up the old oak staircase, leaving 
me alone once mote m my old bed room 

Tired and sleepy though I was, yet the neatness 
and order of all around passed not uDobeerved On 
my dressing table stood a small jar of flowers, 
gathered I knew by Ella The pictures, too, on 
the wall, most of them the performance of myself 
years ago Indeed, everything was there to please, 
and I felt grateful tliat I had been «pncd to be 
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once again among those that lorcJ me for mv*clf 
alone 

Rinng at daybrcaV, I iraa ^oon oat looking at 
all my old haunts , nor did I return to the lioa«c, 
until long after the bell had rung the servants and 
family to prayers and breakfast This, howeier, did 
not injnrc my appetite, tendered keener by the 'light 
fro«t of an autumn morning, nor was it affected by 
a hint from the major domo, that he liktd all to 
be pre'cnt at family prayers 

“Philip, my boy/' <aid my father, Ins eyes 
twinkling with delight, “1 hke to see you enjoy 
jonr breakfast A few weeks of Monmeulhsbirc air 
srill get all the Indian harm ont of von, put some 
toses in yont checks, and some flesh on your bones , 
as at piccnt yon are soTncthing of a 'carccrow/' 
and the old genUeman chuckled at his own joke, 
pQ'hing towards me half a dozen things to eat, 
iii'i'ting on ray trying all 

“ Thank you, governor,'' I said, you are pleased 
to be complimentary TVait until I get up my 
Engbsh appetite and you will be a loser Bat,” 
said I, turning towards my mother who sat silent, 
<‘do you allow the head of the family to waste his 
compliments this way l * 

"I never intecftre I do not think your father 
was ever very coinpljmcntary, but you must not be 
offended at lus jokes,” said my mother 

' Offended, mother,' I answered, " Heavens, no ' ' 
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However, niotlier’a answer threw a sort of Llank 
oJcr the ri'it of the inial; and I was not sorry when 
it was concluded, to promise to accompany DIK to 
the copse at the nver side- 

Arm am! arm we wandered across the green 
sward, and under the hedge with ils varied coloured 
leaves, its branches supporting thousands of black* 
berries, black with Ti{>cne*s Then, on into the old 
beech wood; the ground covered knee deep with 
years of fallen leaver black and red, cracking and 
scenting the air with a sweet earthy smell, as we 
crushed them under foot. IIow pleasant is all tins 
to the eye of one who for years had seen little 
else than leaves ever green, and earth ever dry and 
sandy. 

Ifow came a giant ool, its roots bare and expo«e(I, 
washed smooth by the effects of centuries of the 
rushing ^Vye. Beneath this we eat, and with feel- 
ings of uo common kind, did 1 listen to Ella, as she 
told me of all that bad occurred since last we met. 

It was the old story, Ilenry always head over 
ears in debt, vvith lus commission just saved by 
timely assistance from his father. 'Vl'hat weighed 
n]o«t heavily upon all the famdy, was the fact of his 
at last being forced to sell out. This was a great 
blow to his parents, more particularly to his father, 
who, as an old soldier, knew well what "forced to 
sell " really meant Then, to add to it, Henry 
treated the whole matter as rather a good joke. 
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smnVed dnil poliahcd up pipc% and made a perfect 
coriTcmcnce ol Ins lalbei's liou«c 

“But Jane, ^rhat abont btr I 8«icd. 

** She,” replied Btta, ** is ver) good m many 
tbmg«, and ta kind hearted a girl ns oer l»td, but 
does not sec all Henry's faults , IUoUqU, hWc 
cannot approNo of the vay Henry speaks Indeed, 
she often speaks to mamma about U, but mamma 
will not give it to Henry Jane thinks papa too 
severe upon Henry, for you know she and he were 
always great fnends " 

" M ell, and so we were, EUa, dear,” I answcr6d , 
“but I think Jane's manner to me seemed queer and 
cold, for since I came yesterday ciening she has 
scarcely spoken a word, but sits watching me, not 
suspiciously, but rather kindly than ot\ierwi«e 1 
cannot make it out, she and mother both appear 
cold towards me " 

*‘No, no, Phibp, my dearest brother, you must 
not say that of either of Ibera,’ rejoined Ella 
“ Mamina was always somewhat reserved in her 
manner, and has never had good health, besides, 
13 always nervous when Henry or his dog get men 
tioned, for papa gets violent on the subject, and she 
cannot avoid making excuses for the man As for 
Jane, she would, I feel bu^, give the world to throw 
off that manner and he a kind, loving sister, but 
Henry has prejudiced her against you to a little 
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extent, pcrhips. Tliat sbe loves jou and is 
see you, I may iritU safety declare/’ 

“"Well, then, I wish she would shew it A 
more,"' I answered, "for concealed love was iiever a 
favourite of minej but as for Sir. Henry, he ^ 
never got on, and shan’t now, I suppo-^e j 
I will not be the first to qxiatrel. I liave com^ home 
to enjoy all these beautiful scene®, the nice cool air, 
green fields, and last, though not least, both ni7 
sisters’ society j ®o bother Henry, and let’s a^oy 
bach to the hon«e, and when yon have notbiPS 
ter to do, tell Jane that I am not half so 
my brother has painted me." 

"I don’t think Jane considers yon hlact* 
agrees with me, that you are more yellow ^ 
huorSered liver tlian burnt by tbe sun,’’ repbect^’^’ 
with a pretended look of naivety. 

"Hang your impudence I" I answered; “but 
come along, I hear the old governor calling o^t my 
name}’’ and going homewards, we were met bj the 
Major, having an open letter m lus hand. 

"Phihp,” he said, on my coming up, "I have 
been trying to find you, to say that your mothr^ 
myself were engaged to night to dine with old 
at Sandy Well, and that I have been IbinVifS 
writing to him to eay that yon have returned, 
would accompany us sf he has no objection.” 

"Oh, no,” I answered, “I would rather n<>t go* 
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Tljrrc be no one there, I fancy, but liverlc«s, 
yclIoTT-faced ft-llowa like F.!i, rnitl I 

gare her a pinch that caused n acreain. “ I like old 
Divi", but am sick, of India; and there vrdl be 
nothing bat India talked all night. I do not gene- 
rallv like old liidian% they are ^cr> much preju- 
diced, and Ihcit idea^, from want of fresh ns^ocia- 
Ims, liccnxnc, Uwated*. wUd«t, from, never hev^5 
contradicted, their manners arc unpolished and 
dogmatical ” 

“ Kever mind, go and judge for yonrself,” said 
Ihcilajor. “Hike what they call Indians; at any 
rale, those I have seen. Tlicj may be rough, and 
not so polidied as the polite, but cold-hearted men 
at home, but they arc sincere, and gentlemen. 
Compare them with the society round about here, 
and yon will see how supenoT they ate. Now, if 
you Witt come to night, 1 will shew you a few resi- 
dent gentry. * Among others, it wiU delight me to 
introduce you to the member, or, as he is called, 
* Newport’s boast such a nice, gentlemanly fellow ! 
and don’t the collier Jot there brag of him ? lYliat 
for though, I don’t know, etcept it be extreme vul- 
garity. ‘Ue will give you an excellent idea of what 
the free and independent member is, and eats Ins 
letter H as well as the best of them. There will be 
two or three of the same sort there, all of whom, 
after inveighing for years against the landed interest, 
have converted their stodc of hides, tallow, and other 
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abomimhons into cash, adding to this their profits 
nndc hj false weights and adolterations ; then with 
the«e ill-gotten gains have estates been purchased. 
And now, none so violent as they against the work- 
ing man and poacher. Pshawl I hate them; they 
do no good whatever, what with their peace doctrines 
and humbug. I’ll tell yon what it is,” spoke the 
old gentleman, getting louder and more angry with 
his subject, "with them the whole world is weighed 
against a bale of cotton, not a bit do they care if all 
goes to bad, so long as cotton is cheap, and cahco in 
demand ” 

“Very well,” I replied, “write away, and say I 
shall be delighted to meet your vulgar friends I 
never came across any in India, as they never come 
to that country to judge for them«elves , but are 
satisfied with pitching into the rulers of it for neg- 
lecting to make roads to the cotton growing district", 
and for not improving the quality 'of the cotton 
grown. But these men are not the type of English- 
men, any more than the yellow old cudmudgeon is 
the type of an Indian officer. I do di"like the old 
Indian, some may be perhaps a httle liberal with 
their money, but that very seldom, and -never m 
opinion The mode of life la India precludes it, a" 
for instance, the military man is from his first com- 
mission hedged round with articles of war, ever- 
lasting forms, rules and regulations, and has so 
many commanding officer*, from his own regiment to 
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tlie CommanOer-m-Clucf upward*, tint if lie Tcnturts 
to move tlic 'lighttit from the old routine, he u sure 
to rub up the Inir rough of one of these gentlemen; 
and then he gets «o snubbed and wiggcd, that as he 
gets older, he hun'clt hts the old mould, nutl hecomes 
as dogmatical and obstinate as any. Tlic civilian is 
no better, but perbaps a touch prouder. Twentj- 
fout jeats of his Idc has been pa«3cd in a Vutcherry 
or justice hall where he alone is paramount. The 
Government have alffa)s bespattered him with 
rm«e, and at all times he is surrounded by natives, 
salaaming and flattering him, giving him to under- 
stand about Slaty tiroes m a nnnnte, that 'the 
Hnzoor,* or him«elf, is perfectly mcapahlc of error 
in thought, word, or deed, and that the very ground 
18 honoured by bis walking upon it. The whole lot 
of old Indians, civd and military, hate innovation of 
all «ort, venerate the antique and precedent, have 
somewhat loose ideas on religion, and a holy horror 
of responsibility^* 

“ Humph,” grunted the old gentleman, evidently 
not much pleased “Then I will say you go with 
ns,** and off he went to seal up the note 
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CHAPTER XXXtII 

^■WEiLi '^>nar«,” said old Davis, looking little if 
znj changed from the time I had last seen him, and 
sliaking hands with my father as he entered the 
room, “I am very glad you have brought Phihp, 
find congratulate you on getting 2um bacL again ' 
Then turning to me, and shaking me warmly by the 
hand, he added, "And to yon I need only tell you 
what I have •‘aid often before, that I shall always be 
glad to see you fishing or ^hooting, dinner or supper 
Ah, I see they have robbed you of a limb "VVen, 
Avell, those that go to wars must expect knocks, and 
your health, that does not seem over good , bat you 
must stop at home now, and take care of my old 
fnend, your father " 

Then placing his arm in mine, he introduced me 
to the company, mo«t, if not all of whom had 
assembled 

" Hr. YiUars — Mr Jones, our member,” said the 
host, iutroducuug me to a red faced, square buift 
little man, with a very shorUwaisted coat, and an 
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iininen'«e qoantttj of while waistcoat. "Jfr. THlars 
has n-Voracil ftom India, and Tnaj pcT\iay>s \jp 
able to giro yoa a hint on Oncntal politics. Tliougli 
as far as I remember, the people there don’t trouble 
thcmselics much on that head.” 

"Sorry to hear it,” growled out Jones, then 
bowing stifilj, he added, "I am ghtl, ilr. Villars, to 
mahe jour acquaintance, and if you haic no objec- 
tion, wc will chat a little whilst waiting for dinner.*' 
"Ccrtamlj,” “aid 1, drawing my chair near, but 
tearing from the introduction tliat India would be 
the topic, I determined if possible to avoid it, and 
ob«cr.ed, "Tliat waiting for dinner was always 
dreadful work The ice of first meeting requires a 
good dinner to di«8o!ve it ” 

"Humph, I don’t think it is olwajs so,” replied 
the member in that tone and manner peculiar to his 
cla«8 Then turning abruptly towards me, ho asked, 
“Did you lose your arm in any of those Indian 
battles?” 

"‘Yes,” I replied laconically, feeling inclined to 
add, " and wliat business w that of yours ?” 

“Hare bungling alTurs those were," he went on 
" No genenlslup, all nusmanagemeut with massacre 
I think, Sir, they ought never to have taken place , 
but it 18 this grasping tor territory that is our ruin 
Lord Dalhousie wanted the Punjaiib, and as it must 
be had, he was not long m finding an excuse to do 
as hi3 predecessors had done, and annex it ” 
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“ I beg your pardon, Mr Jones,'’ I said, " at this 
distance jou cannot tell what are the secret cau«es 
TTe nercr annex until the people rebel against us, oz 
the oppression of the rulers is so great that we take 
the country so as to protect the people " 

“ People rebel, eh said he, with half a sneer, 
'* and so we ate philauthropists in India , well, I 
neper knew that before, only take lands to protect 
the people Somehow we only think those people 
worth protecting, whose country is nch enough to 
pay” 

‘‘Grandmother,” 1 replied, in no very good 
huTDonr, ‘‘ we are really no tyrants, and tty, as much 
as the natives will allow us, to anehorate their con 
ditioQ , hut it IS difficult often to make these people 
understand ns They hardly understand our real 
honesty of purpose, and I truly believe instead of 
admiring a man for not taking a bnbe, think him a 
fool Bat Qs to Lord Dalhousie having wanted to 
annex the Punjaub, I do not think he did The 
Punjauh war wa« begun before his Lordship came to 
India and I fancy he tliought the best way to stop 
all the misery, murder and confusion, was to give it 
the benefit of English law and order " 

"Annex, of course he did,” said my fnend, "ns 
he did Pegu, and will every other «itate if he can 
only get an opportunity Perhaps you have not 
seen Cobden’s pampblet on the Burmah “Wnr I 
think that gives it pretty strongly to his Lordship , 
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and has opened the eyes of the natives a little to tlie 
motives of their rulers.” 

''I date say,” I said half angrily, "Lord Bal- 
housie js quite capable of defending lnm«clf and 
acts against Mr. Cobden, crew, and even yourself, 
but *tautas componete lites/ be doesn’t, I should 
imagine, think it worth while. You know you can’t 
play with a sweep without getting somewhat bbick- 
ened. Any way so long as we govern. India, it is 
improper for England to let the ruled know that 
their rulers are infamous One thing, the pamphlet 
will do but little harm, for tbe natives never read 
such things, caring for nothing beyond poojah, or 
idol worship, pice or pence, and ghee, which means 
rancid butter.” 

•• Ah, rancid butter, that is caused by the grinding 
process, which prevent^ them having anything better , 
and, of course, they arc not taught to take an intere'»t 
in things going on in England It might teach 
them ideas of liberty, enlighten them too much " 
And the vulgar brute grinned as if he thought he 
rather had me uow. 

“'Well,’’ I replied, “why don’t some of yon phi. 
lanthropists go ont and teach them another gnnding 
process, which is to make them bke^ anything better 
than ghee, or to take an interest in anything new or 
Macommon’ 15o, catch you , instead of judging for 
yourselves by going to India, you sit at home at 
ease, eating and drinking, and pnt unfair construe. 

YOL. I. A A 
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iions on every order and motive of the mlmgpoirers 
there. It would be a treat to see some of you m a 
hot Bengal «an, drumming English ideas into a lot of 
nearly naked black fdlows, steamy and odoriferous.^^ 

"IVo hare other duties to perform at home; bat 
we know well what goes on in India. Month after 
month we hear of oppression and cruelty. The 
grasping energy of joor Governor^, and the arro- 
gance and corruption of their subordinates. Jfaked— 
we know the natives ate j only because the * system * 
won’t allow them to purchase snffiaent cloth fcJr the 
purposes of decency," said Mr. Jones, redociug lus 
voice to a whi«per, as if the idea was too dreadfnl 
for general comment 

‘'You have hit it off exactly," I sneered, "yes, 
that 13 the reason. But do yon think the system or 
snn is to blame for tbe paucity of clothing? I wish 
you would find a native that preferred tail coat and 
trowsers to a * lungotee,' or to other words a fig leaf." 

“ Dinner is on tbe table,” said a clerical looknng 
gentleman, throwing open the door. And in five 
minutes more we were seated at table. 

The soup was over, and our member, in a manner 
most benign, said leaning across the table. 

"Captain ViUars, a glass of wine; although we 
don’t quite agree about India, yet we won’t quarrel 
Do you make any stay m England." 

" As long as my leave lasts, that is three years 
1 replied. 
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" A long tune, very long, too long ” * 

“Is it? 1 don’t tlnnV so” Isnid, feelmg inclined 
to throw my wme glass at him. 

"Perhaps not. Captain VdlaTS,” bo answered 
smilmg sarcastically, “Bat may I asb wUo does 
jour duty, and pays your salary when jou arc 
away ?" 

“Those do my duty whose health is good enough 
for them to remain , and those pay my salary, as you 
term it, m whose service I got ill Your notions are not 
theirs, Sir, thank God «aid I, feeling now inclined 
to exchange the wuie glass for the bottle, and throw 
that at bis head, as the boldness of bis voice and the 
personality of his questions had caused all other 
conversation to be hushed, and myself to be drawn 
into general observation 

“ Does that answer suit you, Hr J ones said my 
father across the table “You surely would not 
grind a man to death , all work and no pUy, you 
know the old adage ? ’ 

*' Yes, Sir, I do know it,” said Jones rather testily 
“ In the Company’s service I think there is too much 
play, and very little work ” 

'* Oh, you do,” laconically replied my father, 
concluding Ins sentence in a halt dudihle whisper, 
“ and who the devil cares what you think ?” 

The converaatiou becoming general, I vfas left at 
peace until the ladies retired to the drawing room 
when Jones anxious to obtain some informatiou on 

A 0. 2L 
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Indian topics, aslvcd me my opinion as to its capati 
lities as a cotton growing country 

"Eeally, I can hardly tell/’ I replied, "except 
that it grows well, and is an excellent cover for qnail, 
and grows beat in black rotten soil But Manchester 
men can give you information, for I think some 
fellows came out from there to look after it ” 

"You are right,” blandly replied Mr Jones, 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce sent out 
some gentlemen ” 

"They did not find out much,” interrupted the 
host, " except that the prejudices of the natives were 
rather hard to overcome , and that they preferred the 
clum*y contnvances for cleansing used by their 
forefathers to oU the improvements of modem 
times ” 

“ Yes,” said Jones, are prejudiced— ” 

" Hallo, Mr Jones/’ I said, " so you allow that , 
and yet before dinner tou told me that it was onr 
system only, that kept these natives from not taking 
an interest in English or other improvements, and 
preferring to be half naked and eat ghee ” 

” I think be has got you there, Jones,” said the 
host 

‘‘No,” said Jones, "the natives may be pre- 
judiced in some things but not in all ” 

“Cotton only, I suppose/’ put m my father 
"Ics, Major Villar«, cotton cleaning ” 

Coffee now being banded in, we adjourned to the 
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3rawinf5-room, I taking very good care to%void the 
member for the rest of the evening. • 

“ Gentlemanly fellow that, isn’t be ?” said the 
Major as we drove bachjlo Si. Helens. 

“Yulgar brute 1 I should Uke to kick him," I 
rephed 

“My dear Philip,” said my mother from her 
warm comer, “ do not use such language and get 
excited about trifles ” 

"Trifles'” said my father, “I don’t know what 
you consider trifles , but being contradicted every 
instant and held out as a sort of impostor, is not 
quite a tnfle ” 

“ Mr. 3ones did not say Philip was an impc^tor," 
said my mother 

No, he bad better not,” I said 
" 1 should have liked to l^ve seen him,” said the 
Major, quite m a pasMon at the very idea, “and I 
would have broken lus head ” 

“A respectable proceediog for a Major and a 
Magistrate Ah I Philip, I see you are as violent 
as your father I am afnud he will never make you 
see how wrong it is to give way to temper ” 

“ Humph growled the Magistrate, ** here’s a 
jobation , but I dare say Philip won’t turn out snch 
a blackguard as his brother ” 

“ Tou always abn<c Henry when you are angry , 
never making any allowances for him,” said the wife 
somewhat nettled. 
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** Did^t I maie an allotrance for him, and didn*t 
he alirajs expend twice as ranch srud the Major, 
chuckling over his wretched pun. 

Good humour now was restored, and as it was a 
bright clear night, I determined on walking the rest 
of the way home, Lghtmg my ilaniUa cheroot at the 
carnage lamp”, 

Kext morning, having an appointment with the 
game-keeper, I was up with the lark, and had frighten- 
ed some few hares and pheasants when it was time to 
return for family prayers and breakfast. My one 
arm was not strong enough to support the gun 
steadily, so almost all my shots were a failure. 

"■^lat I with one arm poaching said my father 
in answer to my morntog’s greeting. " Why I shall 
have to convict you for an infnngmcnt of the game 
laws. ‘Wiiere is your certificate 

"Hang certificates," I said; "I come from a 
conntr) in which the spnrrow oml the partridge 
count alike, and in whicli no one has a proprietory 
right, hut all BTC eaten alike by rich and poor. I 
cannot understand game laws, or why paying £3 10/, 
allows a man to extend Ins murderous propensities 
from mere singing birds to hires and pheasants " 

“It may bo eo/’ replied my father, llic Unded 
proprietor. "Bnt do awny with game lairs, and 
where would your game bef” 

•'Why, scarcer, no doubt; but now I hsve 
nruwcreil, tell me wlut right cx«pt that of might. 
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have you to raahe me as*oaatc with fcloftj, to nun 
my wife anil family, hj «c«<ling me to jail as a 
poacher, simplv because wanting food, I catch and 
eat the bare or pheasant destroying my garden ” 

“The law “lys yon shall not snare game, and 
if you come on a man’s property it is trespass ” 

“All well, old gentleman," I eaul; “prosecute the 
man for trespass if you like , but it seems an unfair 
law that allows a man because be can pay for it, 
to call a bare or any game lua, whicb two minntcs 
before it was feeding on his estate, was feeding 
on a common, or the high toad , actually it may 
have been high in the air on its way from Norway, 
Because men choose to go to a great expense in 
keeping up game keepers, they arc to be allowed to 
pat the county to a greater, so as to assist them 
111 punishing poachers ” 

*' But youc way there never would be any game in 
the country If we could only punish a man for 
trespassing, " said the Major, 

“ I think there would, as the wages of the game- 
keepers and the attendant expenses might go to pay 
for such birds as one liked best to eat VThere there 
IS a demand, there is always a market , and though 
the |carceness might make game dearer, stiU the value 
would be but htlle more than at present Indeed^ I 
have heard that the value of every pheasant in England 
)s more than twenty shillings, owing to the expense of 
preserving game Any way I would rather that 
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every heafi of game in England were destroyed, than 
one should so often hear of those frays with poachers, 
in which human life is so often sacrificed It seems 
to me horrible that a man, God’s own image, should 
be shot, and perhaps hung, just to carry oat game 
laws , and all that Jones or Smith, being rich enough 
to pay for a bcence, should have sport ” 

“ Perhaps you are right,” said the Major, 
"Heaven knows I would rather every bird on my 
lands he destroyed, than that any one should suflhr, 
but I am considered very mild on the subject , 
indeed, rather giving encouragement to poachers 
than otherwise, and this kindness is the reason why 
there IS more game at St Helens than elsewhere, 
for the poachers never bother me However, break 
fast IS ready, so come along ” 

Breakfast over, tbe family party broke up, my 
father to look after some young plantations, my 
mother to household duties, and myself and sisters 
to the garden, where under the shade of an ivy covered 
arbour, we talked of past occurrences 

"Too hurt papa’s feelings to day talking about 
game laws and game keeper^," said Jane "He has 
never been the same since Harwell was shot " 

"■Why,” I said, turning to Ella, "yon told me 
yesterday that Harwell died ” 

" So I did,” she replied, " but I did not say 
how ” 

' But, Jane, dear,” I asked, "nhat on earth lias 
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Barwell^s death and llie governor’s melancholy to 
do w“ith each other V* 

** "Why,” answered Jane# " it is a long story, and 
we never Inew all about it until the trial; and from 
the evidence given against Dufiin, who shot him, 
it appeared that Ilcnr} behaved shamefully, and left 
old Barwcll to fight tlic two poachers, Ilcur} ran 
away ” 

Sorely not,” I said, “ surdj he did not bolt.” 

” Yes,” said Ella, taking up my last word, ”hc 
did bolt, and was «een to do so by n mere boy, who 
getting a kind of confused account from Henry of 
what was being done to Barwcll, went away to 
the rescue.” • 

“ Come now, Jane, it is a beautifully bright day, 
and there is lots of time to tell me the whole tale, 
I will be a mo«t attentive hstencr,” 

And smoker,” added Ella. 

"Tory well,” said Jane, "we don’t mind smok- 
ing, but my story will be longer than you think 
However, 1 shall tell yon all, and can only regret to 
have to say so much against a brother, and that 
too a Major m the army ” . 

"Ko,” said Ella, mtermpUng, "he was, but 
13 now plain Mr Yillats" 

• “ There,” replied Jane, ** I wish it were otherwise , 

but now to the story " 
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CHAPTER iXnV 

Yotj know tliat ever «mce ttc were children, 
Harwell tj aa papa’s game keeper, and 'O great a 
favourite, that let ns complain of his crossness or 
roughness, papa never would listen ‘Well, none 
of us could make out wltj papa was so fond of him, 
but on the night that poor Banvell was hilled, we 
were told of things that occurred jears ego, and when 
you Inow, you will not be surprised at papa being so 
fond of him I may be wrong in two or three 
thingb, if so Ella will correct me, but I shall not be 
far out, a sisler does not easily forget a brother's 
disgrace 

At the time of papa's going as a comet into the 
19th Hussars, he took with him as servant, a yoang 
man, named Barwell, a son of grandpapa’s coach* 
man , Barwell not finding soldiering a very disagree- 
able kind of existence, afterwards enlisted, and 
became a Corporal in papa’s troop, and as you may 
imagine, among the gallant fellows none were more 
devoted to Lieutenant Yillars lUau Corporal Barwell 
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lilany was the harJ fight they were in together ; an^ 
m tbo'C dajs when a ine«3 was vera difTcrcnt from 
what one now undentands it, often was tl\c meal 
improycd h) the foTagmg piopcnMtics of the CoTponl. 
Indeed, it was a common joke that the ontljing 
picket on which "Vdlara \ra% was sure to he well 
provided, all owing to a certain Corporal Harwell. 

It was on the retreat to Corunna, when after 
a night’s reiir guard duty, and a sharp affair with 
the enemy m the rooming, that papa, wrapping 
himself up m his cloak, during a short halt under 
some rocks that afforded shelter from the cutting 
north wind, went off to sleep, and was left by the 
retreating column, on therr again rcsmmng their 
inarch AJicr the half starved, haggard, but brave 
fellows, bad pushed on for «omc miles, Lieutenant 
TdUts was mvssed, and (com mqmtwis ui'ttvlwted, 
it was supposed that either he had during sleep 
been frozen to death, or had, as was a common 
occurrence been overtaken by the enemy, and become 
their prisoner Any way it was useless further 
search or intiuiry, and all mourned a good man and 
officer 

The idea of his olficer pcnshing miserably, was 
more than could be borne patiently by one loving 
papa so dearly as did Corporal Barwell, and not 
wilhstandiOg the nst of Uemg thouglit a deserter, 
ot being singled out for a riQe’s mark, or, indeed, 
made prisoner by those wLo like hungry wolves hung 
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OQ the footsteps of the retreatiag column ; the 
Corporal turned his jaded hoT«e, and nas once 
agam trotting briskly towards the midday^s halting 
place 

At him, not a shot was fired, not an enemy was 
seen Indeed, not a sound was heard to break the 
stillness of the snow clad scene, on every side were 
human beings, either ‘«ilent in death, or wrapped 
in silence m the snow wreath, which ere long would 
form their winding sheet Sometimes one, aware of 
the hideous danger of yielding to sleep, would 
stagger forward on the well marked tract, hoping 
yet to overtake the column, then, pale and numbed, 
be would stop one moment (o rest, and tlien that 
naonaeul's rest was turned into tm eternal one It 
was a weary anful sight, and tlic thought, that 
like unto tlic<c might now be his olhccr and best 
friend, hastened the Corporal onwards 

Tlie spot was mched, and benenth a fir, bent 
over with the neiglit of snow, lay gliU and frozen 
the object of his search Ko calling could awake 
that sleeper The sleep seemed like that, that knows 
no waking 

The cold icy hand was clenched, and the ngid 
bodv appeared as if lift had fl«I for ever. 

Kisiiig lip the apparently liMesa bodr, and as 
a means of additional warmth wrapping his own 
well worn cloak round it. Corporal Harwell jlaeed 
(Lipa in front of himwlf on tic saddle, and uow 
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vrith liis wore out aud wretclicd charger agam was 
ou the road. 

Stumbling and nearly falling, it was with no little 
difficult) that he hepl the horse on the beaten tract, 
then as darkness began to make things indistinct, 
fresh horrors arose Snow now falling, added, if 
possible, to poor Ilarwcirs mi'cry. Still he struggled 
on, and had come wilhm two miles of the night's 
hnouac, when the lior>e, exhausted with its double 
load, stumbled, fell, and would rise no more. Col. 
lecting all his energy and fast faibng strength. Cor- 
poral BatwcU strived to carry his officer tlie remain- 
ing distance 

It was fearful work , often I heard he was neatly 
ginug way, and taking one moment's deadly sleep 
or rest, on the snow around , but faint, tired, and 
huugry, he boldly struggled on, pouring the last 
drop of brandy from liis flask down the tliroat of 
papa, and rubbmg some snow to his own parched 
Ups. Behind biro, he could hear the hoarse panting 
of the gorged wolf, and around the jackall’s wail, 
but these served only fo make him more deter- 
mined to reach the bivouac 

Two hours more toil, and Corporal Barwell had 
reached the bivouac, making over his precious 
burden to the su^eon’s care, and having seen all 
arranged, the Corporal stretched him«elf before the 
fire, and ere long had -fo^tten his dangers m heavy 
slumber. 
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The usual remedies being applied, papi gradually 
recovered, and next day nccompamed the regiment 
on its retreat, and by the time Corunna was fought, 
Captain ViUars was perfectly recovered. 

Papa was not the man to forget a kindness. He 
obtained the Corporal's promotion, and promised 
that 80 long s'* he lived, so great an act of bravery 
and kindness should not be forgotten. 

On papa going on half-pay and takmg this place, 
Barwell was made game-keeper and factotum, and 
this he continued to be until about three years ago, 
when he was shot by poachers.” 

“ But how was that, is what I want to know ?” 

I interrupted. 

*' Patience, j oung gcnlleman,” said Jane, ” I am 
coming to it ” 

Papa u«cd at one time to prc*crrc I»» game 
stnctl), and was a* 9 is(al m doing so Banrell and 
Henr). Indeed, the latter made papa more strict 
than he otherwise wonld liavc been, for Henry was 
always telling him that no punt«hracnt could be 
severe enough for poacher*, and made him puni»li 
tlicm accordingly 

lor months past a gang of poachers had infc«tdl 
this part of the country, and had not spared our 
prr«er>e 3 , but scorch after thcia was generally futile, 
as the ]icoplc iTorking in the quarries rendered the 
fellows assulance, so that long *bcfore davlight 
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poachers were far tloi^’n the nrer in the qaarry incn> 
punts and boats 

Some of tlie«c •camps were known, and once 
Uanrell had had a «cu{ne with a hujjc fellow named 
Duffin, whom he found la}ing snares m the little 
copse, hutDairm’s fnends come to the rescue, and 
80 beat Harwell, that he was dangerously ill for some 
time after A. warrant was issued for DufQn’s 
opprcbcn«ion, but we suppose be got timely notice, 
for he never was found 

Henry was about this time down with us on leave, 
and spending it in the usual manner, that is m 
shooting and smoking One da}, he and Harncll 
went away to what we call the Drake, rabbit shoot- 
ang, and conUnned at it until neatly du'k , when 
taming homewards, who should they see crossing the 
stile and trying to hide lumsclf in the shallow ditch 
under the hedge, but DofEn Banrell was after him 
in an instant, calling on Henry to follow, but 
Henry, either through fear or not understanding 
what was said, stood still and looked on from the 
distance at the deadly struggle between the game- 
keeper and poacher The struggle was long, for 
both were strong men , frequently did Birwell call 
on Henry to assist, bat no ! Henry appeared para- 
lysed, and remained at a distance Suddenly an- 
other ruffian, heating the TOices, jumped the hed^e 
and with Duffin, succeeded in getting Bamell dowm 
and then beat him insensible , not, however, until 
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Barwcll liad called louill) on Henry saying he was 
being murdered.” 

Ahs ! instead of this making Henry come to the 
rescue, it secfncd hot to incrcfl«c liis fear, for turning 
about he made the best of hts u a) back to the house, 
calling loudly for help. Before this could come, 
Harwell had ceased to breathe; for the villain, DutBn, 
picking up the fallen gun, placed its muzzle to the 
temple of its prostrate owner, and added murder to 
his other crimes. 

”How do you know all this ?" I asked. ''Did 
Henry say he saw all that went on, and yet never 
went to the rescue?” 

No, said Jane, Henry made out a long story 
about not seeing m the dtisk, and thinking assistance 
would he got easier from the house, he ran home to 
get it. Duflin and bis companion were both taken 
next morning in Gloucestershire, and uhen tried at 
the Sessions were convicted and bung. The evidence 
that hung them was that of a little boy we used to 
call Johnny. He was always doing odds and ends 
about the house, and had tliat day gone with them in 
charge of the ferrets. He, it appeared, was some 
distance on a-head retnrning to the house, when he 
heard Barwell calling to Henry for assistance; but 
Henry stood still, until the other man jumped the 
hedge, when he fairly ran away, and in passing the 
boy, said, “ they are killing Barwell.'^ The boy tan 
on towards the place where they were beating Bar- 
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'sell but just as \\u catac tvcat > lie saw D uffin fire tlic 
gun into Barwell’s head, ond being then afraid, ho 
hid for some time, and eventually came and told us 
all that had occurred. In the sentence of death 
being passed upon, the posonecs, tUc judge said, that 
''nearly all, if not the actual murder would hayc 
been avoided, had Ilcnry Villars shewn but common 
and tlvzA, tueh p>ua\llMi\raous oauduetwas 
disgraceful m any man, more particnlarly so in one 
wearing Her Majesty’s uniform.” 

The result of this speech you may imagine. 
Heuty was permitted to resign bis commission j and 
from that time to this, papa has been on altered man, 
seldom does he or any of us shew much joy here. 
The place has lost its charm, and we think that 
Henry’s coming here so often, onljr increases papa’s 
melancholy by eticnng up old reminiscences. 

“Thank jou, Jane,” said I, ** but what makes the 
mother stUl love this Henry so, for I can sec she 
Joes, notwithstanding oU that has occurred?” 

“ A mother’s love can never, I believe, be entirely 
estinguished,” said Jane , '* but, unfortunately, papa 
makes his conduct the theme of discussion between 
them, and this leads to dispute ” 

“ I wish Henry would leave the country,” I said 
" His doing «o would break mamma’s heart,” said 
Ella. 

«Pooh, I don’t believe in broken hearts, and. 
\OL I Bn 
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believe that in both sexca hearts are very like India 
rubber, capable of an immense deal of stretchings^ 

Perhaps you have never known what it is to love 
dearly,'' said Jane. 

** I don't know," I replied, “ whether it is fair to 
answer your question with a question, and ask how 
you felt after your love affair with a certain old 
Indian ? Bnt I once really did love what I thought 
to be an honest and good girl , but on proposing and 
being accepted, I discovered that shi was a humbug 
and would not risk anything for me, feanug indeed to 
promise to marry me wjtboot the consent of an old 
liaradau aunt, and as I wasnotbkely to obtain tins— 

"■Well, what then?" said Ella, shewing the usual 
anxiety possessed by ber sex in things pertaining to 
births and mamages. 

" Wliy, I was not eaactly kicked out of the house," 
I repbed, but retired gracefullv, vowing vengeance 
agamst yonr sex generally, and these two- in parti- 
cular ” 

“What became of them afterwards'" asked 
Jane 

“1 forget, I left the Hills afterwards on eervicc, 
and have been so ill for the past three or four years 
as not to trouble myself about them " 

“ Oh, then," said Ella, “ this happened whilst you 
were at Tfainee TaJ, and you never told os any- 
thing about it ” 

" Of course not,” I said, “jou surely don’t think 
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I going to be aneb i fool as to tell you all about 
my being sold, and get in return yards of condolence 
and banter ** 

“ I should not have laughed at you, Philip,'* said 
Jane, “but now I suppose you are a confirmed 
i\oman hater” 

"No, I don’t rave about them though, or think 
them half the angels novels and poets mike them 
out ” 

"Think thus aUap,” «a)d Jane, "and probably 
you will be happy in your marnage ” 

"Then I fcir I *11111 be a long time before being 
hippy if 1 only wait for mirnige At present I see 
no probibihtj of it, though some day, victim like, I 
miy be led to the slaughter , poor, mi'cnble man 
thit I am ' But it is gelling cold, so let ns be 
moving " And Urns saving we rose and •auntcred 
homcwarili 
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